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Organization Rehoboth Historical Commission 

Date April 1976; revised 1981 

Town REHOBOTH 

Address 371 Fairview Avenue 

Historic Name Aaron Wheeler House 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date c. 1745 

Source deeds 

Style Georgian 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric shingle over vertica: 
board: 

Outbuildings bam, garage, com bam 

Major alterations (with dates) side e l l 

added (1873) 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage 

Setting 300 feet from road; gambrel 

end to road; rural context 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) '̂ 

The Aaron Wheeler House i s one of Rehoboth's best preserved examples of a mid 18th 
century gambrel cottage and one of very few houses from t h i s period which Is securely 
dated through deed research. I t retains i t o r i g i n a l form and plan as w e l l as i n t e r i o r 
and exterior a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l s . The location of the bake oven i n the east side 
chamber, rather than rear, and information collected during extensive s t a b i l i z a t i o n 
work (1955) indicate that i t was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t as an end-chimney house with the 
west portion added l a t e r i n the 18th century. As an excellent example of i t s class 
from the mid 18th century, the Aaron Wheeler House meets c r i t e r i o n C of the National 
Register of Historic Places I n d i v i d u a l l y . 
HreTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE [B^lain the role owners played m local or state 

history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

Aaron Wheeler (1722/23-1800) erected t h i s house almost immediately after his father 
Colonel P h i l i p Wheeler gave him a large t r a c t of land on both sides of Fairview 
Avenue i n 1745. Aaron was a farmer and also active i n l o c a l i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i e s , 
purchasing one quarter share of a nearby sawmill i n 1763, and owning an interest 
i n the adjacent Peck's Forge. Aaron participated i n niimerous m i l i t a r y campaigns 
during the Revolution as did his son Simeon Wheeler (1760-1833). Following Aaron's 
death i n 1800, the house and part of the farm were purchased by Stephen Bowen i n 
1818; the present owner i s the s i x t h generation of Bowen descendants to l i v e there. 
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