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The Hotel Wilber fronts on Wilson (formerly Doane) Street just one-half 
block north of Wilber's main business street. The structure is a two-story 
brick over a limestone basement and is ell-shaped in plan. The front measures 
_33Jby 48 feet while the _ell measures 33 by 53_feet. No architect has been 
identified for the building however it was ccmstructed by Isaac Hickman of 
Beatrice (stone and brick work) and Charles Whipple, G. D. Coe and George 
Smith (carpentry work) of Wilber. Although deteriorated, the building remains 
in virtually original condition according to the detailed newspaper account 
which documented the opening of the hotel. ̂-

The building was designed to accommodate the needs of a first class hotel, 
The front portion of the building contains a large office and lobby as well as 
a front and back parlor and family rooms. Writing, toilet and baggage rooms 
occupy the space between the front office and the large dining room which was 
able to seat fifty people. The well-equipped kitchen occupies the rear of 
the ell. An Eastlake-inspired, red oak stairway leads to the sleeping rooms 
upstairs from the main lobby.

A small lobby is provided at the top of the stairs where the east-west 
and north-south hallways intersect. The second floor is divided into twenty 
separate rooms (many of which have not been touched since the hotel closed 
ca. 1960 f s) with appropriate closets and a bathroom.

The basement, which is reached by way of the rear stairway, is confined 
to the rear ell portion of the building. Two compartments are provided: one 
for the laundry facilities and one for the building*s heating plant.

Little has changed since its construction. Some modernization of the 
kitchen and bathroom facilities have been done as well as the updating of 
electric lights. The pressed metal ceilings which enhance nearly every room 
may have been added around the turn of the century. The north and west walls 
of the building were stuccoed at some time in the recent past.

The building has been acquired by the Nebraska Czechs of Wilber who plan 
an adaptive use of the structure. Clean-up operations have begun and the 
used car lot along the north edge of the property has been removed.

1. Wilber Republican, August 16, 1895, Page 2 Column 3
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In March 1895, the town of Wilber, Nebraska was left without a 
hotel, due to a disastrous fire in the downtown area. The city had 
discussed their need for a commodious brick hotel as early as 1890, 
but it wasn't until the spring of 1895 that a stock company was formed 
to erect a new hotel. Work began in April and in August 1895 the Hotel 
Wilber opened. For this small community (ca. 1,000 population), this 
hotel was an elaborate addition to the commercial development of the 
town. It was a social center for the local citizens and a haven for 
travelers arriving to do business in this rural county seat.

Due to the efforts of the Nebraska Czechs of Wilber, the hotel 
will remain a social center for Wilber residents and the many thousands 
of people who visit this community annually because of its designation 
as the Czech Capital of Nebraska.

The Hotel Wilber stands today as a significant example of late 
nineteenth century commercial architecture and a building type which, 
while once ubiquitous, is fast disappearing from the village scene. 
The building represents a restrained elegance which is noteworthy 
for the era within which it was built. Built of standard masonry 
construction, most of the building displays the stilted segmental 
arch so common for the period. Window and door openings on the front, 
however, display rough cut stone lintels and sills. Overall emphasis 
is placed on the front facade which features a two-story columned portico 
and the unusually well preserved false, pressed-metal gable. A simple 
pressed metal, bracketed cornice (which is executed in corbelled brick 
on the rest of the building) completes the decorative motif. The 
image of luxury portrayed by this facade, so appropriate to its 
function, does much to enhance the Hotel's significance within the 
corpus of its building type.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The property is located on the N 1/2 of NE 1/4 of Lot 225 
is known as "Hotel Square"._____________________________________
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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Crete Vidette newspaper, various articles 1890-1895 dealing with 
"Happenings in the County Seat" (Wilber), Crete, Nebraska.

Land records, Saline County Courthouse, Wilber, Nebraska.
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