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NATI ONAL REA STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)
The Col onel Charles Codnan Estate possesses integrity of location, design, setting,

materials, workmanship, feeling and association. | tissignificant for itsrole in
Cotuit's limted summer resort development, and as a fine exanple of seaside resort
architecture. | tthus nmeets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic
Pl aces.

AHTETURNL. S G HCMNE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other burldings wthin the connunity.

The Codrman Estate is a fine exanple of late 19th century summer resort architecture,
ori.ginally designed in the Queen Anne style by architect John Sturgis of Boston in

1867 and altered inthe early 20th century to reflect the Colonial Revival style.

It isalargerambling structure built on an L-shaped plan, and enclosed by hip and
gable roofs pierced by gable dormers and tall chimeys. The building is shingled

and devoid of trim A one story verandah waps around one corner with a bowed projection.
Wndows contain 6/6 sash. Although the building retains it sbasic 1867 form and
massing, itsoverall effect was greatly changed in the early 20th century when i t was
successfully renodeled in the Colonial Revival/Shingle style. Mjor alterations
include replacement of original decorative shingling which divided the building's

el evations into four subtle horizontal bands. Further, jerkinheaded dormers, sonetines
wi th bargeboards, were given new gable sihouettes and in sone cases |inked. Otherwise,
the exterior remains unaltered.

HSICRCAL. SGJHCANE Explain the role owners played inlocal or statehistory axd howv the
building relates to the devel opnent of the connunity.

In the 1770s, this land was owned by the Sanpsons, Josiah and W I Iliam, extending
fromthe road to the shore. In 1848 a part of i twas sold to Capt. Lewi s Phinney
who built the present Hill House facing the road at the north end of the property.
Tn 1856 this house and the surrounding acres were acquired by Charles C Bearse,
of the financiers of the village. In 1859 he sold this for $1,137.50 to Nathan Buck
of Chatham M. Buck resided inthe old Phinney House until 1870 when he sold the
house and al | the land for $5,424 to Col. Codman, a veteran of the Civil Wr. The
present estate house was then built by him for a sumrer residence. The Colonel
had been at Cotuit for twenty summers, buying the Andrew Lovel| House in 1857 after
having rented otherplaces inthe village. H and several of his friends, including
the Lowells, Coolidges, and Tausigs of Boston had first come here to visit at the
hone of the first summer resident, Sanuel Hooper. After the death of Col. Codman,
the estate was sold by his heirs to Ms. NatalieAlsop of Boston. At the latter's
decease, the place was purchased by the Kirkman's of New York for a summer residence
and later by the Gustin famly of St. Louis. The house was altered from it soriginal
Queen Anne style appearance to one nore reflective of the Colonial Revival style

. inthe early 20th century. ' .
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