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The Caldwell Carnegie library is a modest one-story, ivy covered, brick 
building in a vaguely Renaissance Revival style. The building sits on 
a raised foundation with three windows on each side of a centered portico 
with Doric columns. Parapeted pediments top the porch and central bay, 
which has a compound round arch, a sandstone plaque that reads "Carnegie 
Library," and a disc of similar material inscribed "1913."

All windows have double-hung sash with mullions; the ends of the building 
employ similar windows. The building terminates with a low brick parapet 
with a metal cornice.

The massing of the Caldwell Carnegie Library accommodates the specifications 
for efficient library architecture set forth in James Bertram's "Notes on 
Library Bildings Csic] (1911), a publication designed to assist the recip­ 
ients of Carnegie library grants. Architect Soule may have borrowed several 
ideas from the "Notes," as well as from the city's correspondence with R. A. 
Franks of the Carnegie Foundation: the building's rectangular shape with 
a rear "T" addition to accommodate extra stacks, the central vestibule 
leading to the circulation desk on the main floor and to basement stairs, 
the flanking wings providing two separate reading areas, and the relatively 
high-set windows that leave room for shelving underneath. Franks suggested 
specifically the simple entrance—"plain and dignified, without unnecessary 
ornamentation"—with few steps, and the modest proportions of the building.

The portico is a 1929 addition that replaced the pillared lamps character­ 
istic of Carnegie libraries with the present, more elaborate entrance. A 
1950 basement addition, designed by Hummel, Hummel and Jones of Boise and 
built by J. H. McNeel, Inc. of Caldwell, extends at the right rear of the 
building and is barely visible from the street.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Caldwell Carnegie Library is architecturally significant as an example 
of 1910s library architecture influenced by Bertram's specifications, which 
insisted that a small community library should be modest in size and highly 
efficient in its use of space. Among Carnegie libraries in Idaho, it is a 
smaller-than-usual example of the Rennaisance Revival style typically associ­ 
ated with Carnegie buildings. Its local significance comes chiefly from 
its association with educational opportunity and culture in a sagebrush 
community on the reclamation frontier. As such it has served as a social 
center for the community and has become a local landmark.

The Caldwell library was founded as a private collection in 1887, four years 
after the creation of the city, by the local chapter of the Womens Christian 
Temperance Union. In the mid-1890s the Progress Club provided the city with 
its first reading room. This club, which was closely allied with the W.C.T.U, 
was followed in turn by the Village Improvement Society and the Forward Club.

The successful establishment of a publicly-funded library in Caldwell follow­ 
ed twenty-six years of negotiations first with the city council, which long 
resisted the idea of supporting a library, and then with the Carnegie Foun­ 
dation. Correspondence between the library board and Bertram, and the word­ 
ing of the 1912 city ordinance establishing annual funding for a Caldwell 
library, both indicate that the Carnegie offer of $12,500—with its usual 
stipulation of community support in the amount of ten percent annually_is 
what prompted the city finally to approve public funding for the library.

With the erection of this building Caldwell was given a tangible icon of 
its cultural advancement that served as a community center until 1976 when 
a new library was built. The public school administration now used the 
building for its offices and wishes to preserve and restore it to its 1914 
soundness.
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