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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The New Carroll House was built in 1892, It is situated on a corner lot
near the eastern edge of Montezuma's business district. The building

is three stories high, approximately 60' x 100', with exterior walls

of brick and a full basement.

The principal facades are articulated by flat engaged brick piers, which
rise beyond the very wide, panelled brick frieze to the coping of the
parapet, and serve to break the long horizontal rows of windows into
vertical panels of varying width. The windows on all facades are

for the most part set beneath narrow segmental arches of brick. The
round arch is used for windows of the chamfered corner and in the

_third bay from left on the north side. On the east side, the plane

of the wall containing the southernmost 7 bays is slightly advanced.

In the angle thus formed is a segment of a veranda which wraps around
the northeast corner and extends nearly the full length of the north
side. This porch has a simple wood cornice, spindle frieze, and is
supported on turned posts with small brackets, set on a low brick wall.
The brick wall is later than the rest of the building, and the porch
posts appear to have been shortened to stand on it.

According to fire insurance maps, the hotel originally had a metal cor-
nice, presumably bracketted in the fashion typical of this late 19th
century commercial style. The wooden veranda was added between 1902
and 1907.  An unfortunate change in the past year has been the opening
of a wide loading dock toward the rear of the east side..
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The New Carroll House hotel is a locally significant example of Iowa's
small-town commercial architecture of the latter 19th century. Although
not among the oldest buildings in this county ‘seat (the courthouse, and
several frame buildings across the street from the hotel appear several
decades older), its scale (three stories) and size make it a pivotal
structure in the community's business district. The hotel takes ad-
vantage of its site -- the veranda and irregular corner treatment serve
to emphasize the building's corner location.

This lot has been the site of an hotel since 1856. That year, Asel
Stanley completed construction on a hotel begun there in 1854 by John
McIntire. Subsequent proprietors were Asa Coho, Alanson Jones, James
Pierce, William Emslie, Charles Evans, and Thomas Carroll. Between
1880 and 1891, the establishment was renamed the Carroll House. In
the latter year, the hotel burned to the ground. Thomas Carroll, then
the owner, promptly arranged for another on the same site. It was
built by J.C. Forcum, a local builder, at a cost of $18,000, and was
heated with Charles Phelps' "Ideal Hot Water Heater', a system
manufactured in Oskaloosa.
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