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1. Name of Property 

historic name Becl<-Warren House 

other names/site number Warren House 

2. Location 

street & number 1 Prescott Street 

city or town Cambridqe 

N/A not for publication 

_ _ N/A vicinity 

state Massachusetts code MA county Middlesex code 017 zip code 02138 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that th isnominat ion 
• request for detennination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 

5^meets • does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
nationally • s tatewidelocal ly . ( • See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

lature of certifying official/Title Jud i t tuB Signature of certifying official/Title JudiKuB. McDonough, Executive Director 
iMassachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer 

state or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional Comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Pari< Service Certification 
i T h e w 

V e r 
y certify that this property is; 

entered in the National Register 
• See continuation sheet. 

• detennined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. 
• determined not eligible for the 

National Register 
• removed from the 

National Register 
• other (explain): 

Signature of.the Keepei Date of Action 



Becl<-Warren House —1 Middlesex, MA 
Name of Property j 

, 1 1 
County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

X private 
_ public-local 
_ public-State 
_ public-Federal 

1 

Category of Property j 
(Check only one box) ^ \ 

X building(s)' ' ^^y^ ' ' ! 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

_ district 
_ site 
_ structure 
_ object 

It, 

Contributing 

1 

Noncontributing 

buildings 

sites 

1 

stnjctures 

_ objects 

Total 
Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Cambridge MRA 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

0 

6. F u n c t i o n or U s e 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC: single dwelling 

EDUCATION: college 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instmctions)  

EDUCATION: college 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

MID-19TH CENTURY: Greek Revival 

LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: 

Colonial Revival 

Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls WOOD: clapboards 

BRICK 

roof STONE: slate 

other CERAMIC TILE 

Narrative Description 
(Descritie the historic and cun-ent condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

I.. 



Beck-Warren House 
Name of Property 

Middlesex, MA 
County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

_ A Property is associated with events that have ! 
made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history. 

X B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 

.. distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: " •» , , 

_ A owned by religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

X B removed from its original location. 

_ C a birthplace or grave, 

a cemetery. 

a reconstructed building, object, or structure, 

a commemorative property. 

D 

E 

F 

G 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

ARCHITECTURE 

EDUCATION 

PHILOSOPHY 

Period of Significance 

1833 - 1946 

Significant Dates 

1833 

1833 - 1866 

1891 - 1899 

Significant Person 

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Warren, Henry Clarke: Beck. Charles 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Architect/Builder 

unknown 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this forni on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been reguested 

_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

_ State Historic Preservation Office 
_ Other State agency 
_ Federal agency . i . 
X Local government 
_ University 
_ Other  

Name of repository:  
Cambridge Historical Commission 



Beck-Warren House Middlesex, MA 
Name of Property County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property less than one 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

1. 19 
Zone 

Zone 

325860 
Easting 

Easting 

4693080 
Northing 

Northing 

3. 
Zone Easting 

Zone Easting 

See continuation sheet 

Northing 

Northing 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

••'"Wy 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Sarah Zimmerman, Preservation Planner, with Betsy Friedberg, National Regester Director, MHC 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date February 1996 

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard 

city or town Boston 

. ^ _ telephone (617) 727-8470 

state MA zip code 02125 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 
•i' ' • '-. • 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sicetch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs < 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

A d d i t i o n a l i t e m s (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name President and Fellows of Harvard College, c/o Kathy A. Spiegelman, Director of Planning 

street & number 1350 Massachusetts Avenue 

city or town Cambridge 

telephone (617) 495-2234 

state MA Zip code 02138 

Paperworic Reduction Act Statement This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a tsenefrt in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for 
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or 
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the 
Office of Management and Budget, Papero/ork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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7. DESCRIPTION C 

The Beck-Warren House, built in 1833 for Harvard Latin professor Charles Beck and owned 
from 1891 to 1899 by Sanskrit scholar Henry Clarke Warren, is a two-and-a-half story Greek 
Revival single-family dwelling with a five-bay, center entrance plan, double end wall 
chimneys and flanking one-and-a-half story wings set flush with the main block walls. The 
walls are sheathed in narrow clapboards, the foundation is of dressed granite, and the 
pedimented gable roof, which contains a half-round window on the facade elevation, is slate 
shingled. A three-bay wide Greek Doric porch shields the entrance. The main house is 
framed with wide Doric pilasters, while the flanking wings have broad, registered quoins at 
the comers. A short, one-bay wide service ell occupies the center bay of the rear wall. A 
two-story, hip-roofed porch of buff brick with Grueby tile screening and capitals, added in 
1897, rises at the southeast rear comer. 

When Henry Warren purchased the house in 1891, portions of the interior were extensively 
remodelled for his use; although much of the exterior remained unchanged, some elements 
were altered in the then-popular Colonial Revival style. Sashes, most of which are original, 
are narrow-muntin, six-over-six double-hung set in casings that are topped with simple 
projecting cornices, but some second-story sashes may have been replaced in kind (ca. 1891) 

, ' in woods to match new interior treatments. A box bay on the second story of the east wing 
and an east-facing shed-roofed dormer with a series of small, rovmd-arched awning windows 
were added in the remodelling and, as the rendering of the house makes clear, the original 
main entrance was modified. 

The present entrance treatment consists of a simple Greek Revival casing from which the 
wood-muntined transom and sidelights (shown in the rendering) and double-leaved doors were 
removed. Elaborate leaded fan- and sidelights were installed, along with two raised-panel 
doors in the Colonial Revival style. A remarkably ornamental 19th-century exterior door 
survives in the basement of the house; it features panelling decorated with applied jig-sawn 
scrolls and anthemia. While it appears to be too wide to have been one of the original pair of 
front entrance doors, the door is probably original to the house and may have been used in 
another location. 

Another likely Colonial Revival-era alteration was the substitution of wide, registered quoins 
on the wings for the narrow cornerboards indicated in the rendering; those quoins are 
disproportionate to the otherwise lightly-scaled character of the wings. 

|| (continued) yZ\ 
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Notable features of the original exterior include the plan of the house and its Doric entry, 
while the brick porch at the rear is the most exceptional exterior feature of the later 
construction phase. The house's symmetrical rectangular plan, with a two-and-a-half story 
main block and subsidiary one-and-a-half story wings that occupy the full depth of the house, 
suggests a design usually intended for a country setting. It is exceptional within the local 
context (there being no other known examples of that plan in the city) and recalls the original 
siting of the house within park-like grounds. Of equal note is the classically-correct execution 
of the Doric portico, constructed at a time when vemacular interpretations of classical 
architecture were the norm in the quiet, semi-agrarian town that Cambridge was in the 1830s. 

The 1897 rear porch stands two stories tall with an enclosed ground floor surmounted by a 
loggia with brick piers and glazed tile balustrades. The loggia appears to have been designed 
to allow for some screened or glazed enclosure: the space can be heated and the pier capitals 
are cut back in a way that suggests that sash could be set between them. The tiles, in a 
perforated oriental pattern, and lotus-leaf capitals have a blue-green glaze. Designed by H. 
Langford Warren, founder of the Harvard School of Architectvu-e in 1893 and a charter 
member of Boston's Society of Arts and Crafts, the porch was published in The Brickbuilder 
(November, 1897 and August, 1898) as an example of the Grueby Faience Company's work. 
(Langford Warren was unrelated to Henry Warren.) 

Interior Features 

The interior of the Beck-Warren House is exceptionally sophisticated, both because of the 
highly decorative nature of original and later features and of the uniquely-adapted finishes 
installed ca. 1891 for Henry Warren. In plan, the house contains a central hallway running 
the depth of the building. The main stair rises three stories on the west side. There is no 
back stair at present, but 20th-century alterations for the offices that now occupy the building 
undoubtedly account for its removal. 

On the ground floor of the main block on the east side are a dining room with kitchen behind 
and, on the west side, a double parlor mnning the depth of the house. There is a small 
anteroom at the rear of the center hallway in the projecting ell. The wings each contain a pair 
of rooms. It is likely that the second floor plan originally mimicked the first, with a 
full-depth double room on the west side above the parlor and a pair of rooms on the east side. 

As altered by Warren, that plan was apparently extended so that the second story consisted of 
two large rooms running the depth of the house, with a bathroom at the rear of the center 
hall. On the east side, the room was further enlarged by removing the ceiling, adding a 

(continued) 
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dormer, and constructing a gallery at the third-floor level. The half-stories above the wings 
contain several ancillary spaces. The third floor consists of a series of closets (including one 
containing the cistem for the original plumbing) and small servants' rooms that ring the top of 
the stairs. A door off the stairhall gives access to the east-side gallery. 

Original surviving fabric is most evident on the west side of the first floor, where the double 
parlor and paired chambers (probably built as an office and library for Professor Beck) 
survive virtually intact, the only alteration being acoustical tile that has been applied to the 
ceiling of the parlor. The parlor contains a particularly elegant Corinthian-columned archway 
at the room's center. All of the windows in this section, as well as those in the house's 
original dining room on the east side of the ground floor and one window in the small 
anteroom at the rear of the hall, are set in splayed reveals with interior shutters. Window and 
door casings throughout the house feature comerblocks with carved rosettes, while virtually 
all of the original six-panel interior doors and their hardware survive. 

Narrow modillion comices crown all of the first floor walls, though in the entrance hall and 
dining room, additional mouldings appear to have been added ca. 1891 to make the cornices 
more robust. In addition, the main stair was reworked ca. 1891 on all three floors in 
high-style Georgian Revival fashion with balusters in three different spiral-tumed patterns on 
each tread. Narrow dadoes and original baseboards survive in several rooms, and, in the 
kitchen, tongue and groove panelling to the dado and an exposed brick chimney face recall 
that room's original function. One wall of the first-floor rear anteroom has marble wainscot, 
possibly indicating early use as a bathroom or pantry. Early mantels and stove hardware 
include a blond European marble mantel in the northwest office, a lancet-arched gray marble 
mantel in the southwest office and a pair of black marble mantels in the parlor. The 
mantelpieces and chimney breasts in the dining room and southeast office are Colonial 

V Revival replacements. 

The second and third floors display fully the Colonial Revival alterations of the 1890s, though 
remnants of original fabric remain. To a remarkable extent, the upper floors reflect the 
special needs of Henry Clarke Warren, disabled in early childhood with a severe spinal injury 
that left him virtually immobile for the rest of his life. The second story was remodelled as a 
living suite of two large rooms, enabling Warren to reside principally on that floor. These 
included a bed chamber on the west side and the double-height east chamber (sometimes 
described as Warren's dining room but more likely a library), plus bath and, after 1897, 
sunporch. 

(continued) 
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The west chamber is now divided into two rooms, but in Warren's remodelling was treated as 
a single large room. The north and south walls are identically panelled in oak, with built-in -
bookcases and shallow closets. Both chimneys have elaborate Georgian Revival mantels 
supported on scrolled consoles and are set within panelled overmantels and surrounds. 
Warren also added a large skylight to the room that spans the partition which now divides it. 

An original feature of the chamber are three cased beams detailed with Greek key mouldings 
on the lower face. These span the width of the west room and intersect with the panelled 
overmantels, suggesting that the space may have been open in Professor Beck's tenure. What 
is now the southwest room contains one of the unique features of the house: a space created 
by closing off the facade end of the stairhall and adding to it a raised platform that Warren 
used for a bed. Heated with hot air registers, wired with a call bell for assistance, and 
indirectly lit by glazing fitted into the hall panelling and by the window of the second-story 
center bay (which was shielded from drafts with an inner window of patterned glass), the 
platform can be completely shut off from the chamber by pulling down an overhead tambour 
door. • - : 

On the east side, from what must have been two separate chambers. Warren created a large, 
oak-panelled room open to the roof and circled on the upper level by an arcaded gallery with 
a low balustrade of strapwork. Lit by the east-facing dormer and, before the installation of a 
panelled partition at the north end (probably added when Harvard acquired the house), by *• 
pairs of windows on the north and south walls, the room also contains a large skylight, now 
covered over. Also ornamenting the room are a pair of fireplaces set with glazed ceramic tile 
in Oriental motifs and sets of bookcases built in to the endwalls. 

A run of wide stairs on the east side of the room, now floored over, once communicated 
through a double door with the sunporch to the rear and with a small room in the upper level 
of the east wing, which was fitted with built-in aquariums. (It is likely that wide spaces such 
as the double door would have accommodated Warren's need to be carried up and down 
stairs, just as the size of the full-depth east and west rooms would have facilitated his 
movement within them.) 

Also of note is the intact survival of Warren's ca. 1891 bath, tiled on the walls and ceiling 
with glazed white ceramic and on the floor with random brown tesserae. The marble basin, 
overhead-tank toilet and bathtub are also original: the zinc tub fills one side of the room and 
contains a seat at one end and an overhead shower. The porcelain toilet, of circular shape, is 
omamented with a relief partem depicting a basket of mshes and was originally embellished 
with gold leaf. Adjacent to the toilet is a call bell, one of several extant on the second floor. 

(continued) 
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The second floor stairhall is panelled to plate-rail level with raised-field panelling and papered 
with chrysanthemum-pattem anaglypta above. The stair continues to the third level, 
terminating in a balustrade and spindle screen that circle the opening. The stairhall, like the 
east and west chambers, contains a large skylight (now closed in) that would have provided 
natural lighting in the hallway. 

Alterations to the major decorative and fiinctional aspects of the house subsequent to Warren's 
ownership have been minimal. Only the service areas on the ground floor, in the attics, and 
in the upper levels of the wings have been updated; those spaces have been converted to 
academic offices. 

Setting and Property History ' f - r , / ' ^ ^ • ^ ^ - ; 

The house presently stands within a densely developed complex of academic buildings just 
east of Harvard's main campus. Harvard Yard (NHL, 12/30/70; NRD, 12/14/87), in the block 
formed by Harvard, Quincy, Broadway and Prescott streets. The house has been owned since 
1899 by the President and Fellows of Harvard College, which has used the property as a 
philological library and, since the early 20th-century, as the home of the English department. 
Beck-Warren House is contiguous to six academic buildings, five of which are individually 
listed on the National Register (Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts, 3/2/90; Dana-Palmer 
House [now a guesthouse for visiting dignitaries], 5/19/86; Fogg Art Museum, 5/19/86; 
Harvard Union, 1/26/87). The sixth, the Faculty Club, was constmcted in 1930 and altered in 
the 1960s. 

The site on which the Beck-Warren House stands devolved out of the Francis Dana estate. ' 
Dana, prominent in Revolutionary War politics and Chief Justice of the Massachusetts 
Supreme Court, inherited the land in 1772 and maintained a mansion house on the estate until 
his death in 1811. During the 17th century, the 32-acre homestead of Edmund Goffe 
incorporated the Beck-Warren House parcel, but by the 18th-century, it was pasturage for the 
Dana estate. The Dana estate was subdivided by Francis Dana's heirs after 1819. 

In 1831, Charles Beck, the builder of the house, bought four lots totalling 83,236 square feet 
from William Pulteney Dana, two north of Harvard Street and two south of it. On the 
northem lots, a 58,526 square foot parcel. Beck built his house. The 24,710-square-foot 
section south of Harvard Street was known as Beck Park for its extensive orchards and 
gardens. The Beck-Warren House was moved 130' north of its original location in 1900 (but 
still within the boundaries of its original lot) to enable the constmction of the Harvard Union 
(McKim, Mead & White, 1901). The house is now tightly bounded by later buildings, albeit 

(continued) ' 
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within a well-kept setting of landscaped walkways and grounds. A pencil-and-watercolor 
rendering of the house, probably executed around the mid-19th century, gives a sense of its 
original setting and appearance. ' , ? 

Archaeological Description 

No prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the house property or in the general area(within 
one mile). Locational characteristics of the property, particularly its excessive distance from 
wetlands(over 1000 feet) are not favorable for most prehistoric site locations. Given the 
above information, the small size of the parcel(now less than one acre) and impacts from 
constmction of the house foundation and cellar, the potential for recovering significant 
prehistoric archaeological resources is low. The potential for recovering historic 
archaeological resources is also low. The Beck-Warren House was moved 130 feet north of 
it's original location in 1900. While the house still lies within the limits of the original 
parcel, its earlier park like sourroundings have been replaced by tightly sourrounded later • 
stmctures. ,., 

(end) 

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Beck-Warren House is significant under criterion B of the National Register for its 
associations with two prominent 19th-century academic figures, Charles Beck, University 
Professor of Latin, and Henry Clarke Warren, a pioneering Sanskrit scholar. It is significant 
under criterion C as an embodiment of the distinctive characteristics of the Greek Revival 
style with significant alterations in the Colonial Revival style. It is also significant for the 
manner in which it was adapted for use by a disabled owner, Henry Warren and for its long 
history of use within the Harvard academic campus. The Beck-Warren House possesses 
integrity of design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. Despite having been 
moved in 1900, the house remains on its original lot. 

Criterion B , 
Charles Beck (1798-1866) 

Charles Beck, bom in Heidelberg and holder of a doctor of philosophy degree from Tubingen, 
emigrated from Germany in 1824 with Charles Follen, the prominent Unitarian minister, both 
of whom became refugees from their native country for their liberal political beliefs. Beck 

(continued) * 
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lived first in Northampton, where he taught gymnastics at the Round Hill School established 
by historian George Bancroft, became a U.S. citizen, and married Louisa Augusta Henshaw 
(1799-1830), youngest daughter of Judge Samuel and Madam Martha Hunt Henshaw, - -
prominent landholders in Northampton. 

In 1831, Beck married his wife's older sister, Theresa Henshaw Phillips (1791-1863), the 
widow of a Boston wholesale hardware merchant, Edward Phillips (1782-1826), and in 1832 
was called to be University Professor of Latin at Harvard. In 1833, the house at 12 Quincy 
Street was constmcted for Beck and his second wife, their daughter, Anna Louisa Beck 
Moring (1833-1891), and Mrs. Beck's two children, Edward Bromfield Phillips (1825-1848) 
and Theresa Henshaw Phillips (1827-1856; baptized Miriam Mason Phillips, Miss Phillips 
changed her name ca. 1847). 

Beck held his academic post for 19 years, resigning in 1850 to pursue private business 
interests. A vice-president of the American Academy of Arts & Sciences, Beck later received 
an honorary doctor of laws degree (1865) from Harvard. From 1850 to his death. Beck was 
extremely active in local political and business life, serving as a president of the Cambridge 
Savings Bank and as a representative to the General Court in 1862 and 1864. As a devoted 
supporter of both the abolition and Unionist causes. Beck foimded and drilled with a private 
volunteer militia, the Twelfth Unattached Company. An ardent horseman. Beck died March 
19, 1866, following a stroke that occurred while he was riding with his daughter and the 
Harvard riding master. Stores in Cambridge were closed during the time of his funeral, at 
which Harvard President Thomas Hill and Cambridge Mayor J. Warren Merrill were 
pallbearers. 

Beck was part of a first wave of German scholars at Harvard who helped to introduce a 
pedagogy that became a critical component of curriculum reforms achieved under President 
Charles W. Eliot (1869-1909), who instituted modem liberal arts and science educational 
standards unknown in early 19th-century Harvard. Beck's entry in the Dictionary of 
American Biography states: 

though he lacked something of the constructive imagination which the tmly great 
scholar must possess [, h]e was one of those who introduced into the United States the 
scholarship of Germany, which made the teaching of the classics more alive . . . and 
he must be included among those whose influence led the ambitious young American 
scholars of the two following generations to study in German imiversities. 

(continued) 
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Beck was also memorialized in a noteworthy building constmcted by his daughter, Aima 
^ Moring, in 1876. Beck Hall (N. J. Bradlee, architect; demolished 1940), located on a 

triangular portion of the family's property at the intersection of Harvard and Quincy streets 
and Massachusetts Avenue, was a four-story brick Victorian Gothic building constmcted as 
Harvard Square's first luxury private dormitory. The cynosure of elegance. Beck Hall housed 
the wealthiest of Harvard's students and spawned the construction of a bevy of similarly 
luxurious private dormitories, popular until the university's undergraduate housing policy 
changed to forbid off-campus living (see Harvard Square NR District, 7/27/88). 

, Henry Clarke Warren (1854-1899) 

Henry Clarke Warren, second son of wealthy Boston paper manufacturer Samuel Dennis 
Warren, purchased the Beck house in 1891, establishing his own household there at the age of 
37, presumably using funds made available to him after the 1888 death of his father. Prior to 
that time. Warren, who had early on established a reclusive, scholarly lifestyle for himself, 
lived mostly at his family homes at 67 Mount Vemon Street, Boston and Cedar Hill, 
Waltham. 

An 1879 graduate of Harvard College and one-time resident of Beck Hall, Warren continued 
his studies at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore and at Oxford University, England, 
furthering an early interest in classical languages and Sanskrit to embark on the study of Pali, 
an ancient vemacular Indie language used in Buddhist scripture. Translator of a number of 
the sacred texts of southern Indian Buddhism, Warren became the "first American scholar to 
attain distinction" in this field, according to the Dictionary of American Biographv. With his 
great friend. Harvard Sanskrit professor Charles R. Lanman (1850-1941), Warren founded and 
personally endowed the Harvard Oriental Series, a 38-volume publication of masterworks in 
eastern philosophy. 

Warren's substantial means allowed him to create a living space vmiquely adapted to his 
needs. Cared for for much of his life by an anonymous black manservant, and assisted in his 
scholarship by a staff who worked with him (presumably in the first floor rooms at 12 Quincy 
Street), Henry Warren rarely left his house, seldom received visitors, and entered into few 
relationships beyond those with fellow Sanskrit scholars. It is therefore likely that his 
modifications to the Beck house (creating skylights, enlarging rooms, adding the heated 
sunporch, building in aquariums that would enliven his living quarters, and adapting spaces, 
such as his roomette, for maximum comfort) reflect to a marked degree the personal and 
private needs of this reclusive individual. 

(continued) 
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The close proximity of the house to Harvard's libraries, students, and teaching staffs, and to 
Charles Lanman (who lived four blocks away), undoubtedly appealed to Warren. The house's 
massive (and still intact) heating system may also have been attractive: Warren is said to have 
heated his rooms to 90° as a respite from his chronic pain. On his death in 1899, Warren left 
the bulk of his estate, including his house, to Harvard, which had provided him a sanctuary 
unlike any he had been able to achieve within his family. The benefits of this secure situation 
were evident in his production of his magnum opus translations, Buddhism in Translation and 
the Visuddhimagga ("Way of Purity"), while resident in the house. 

Criterion C 

The Beck-Warren House is representative of a distinctive and early local manifestation of the 
Greek Revival style that seems to have been developed by Harvard professors who built 
houses for themselves in the period between 1822 and 1836: these houses placed the five-bay 
wide, center-entrance, end-wall chimney plan typical of New England Georgian and Federal 
architecture beneath a broad, front-facing gable roof treated as a pediment. 

The resulting building combined the plan and construction of the vemacular Georgian with 
the temple form of the incipient Greek Revival. Approximately a half-dozen of these houses 
were built in the neighborhood of the Beck-Warren House with a concentration on 
"Professor's Row" (Kirkland Street) adjoining Quincy Street. In Old Cambridge, the earliest 
standard temple-front Greek Revival house (i.e., with a pediment projecting out over a 
two-story columned portico) was built in 1838. The Beck-Warren House follows the five-bay 
form but is exceptional for its subsidiary wings, which give it a Palladian symmetry. 

There is some reason to suggest the involvement of Asher Benjamin in the design of the 
Beck-Warren House. In 1832, Benjamin designed a house for Joseph T. Buckingham at 28 
Quincy Street, two houses north of Beck's house at 12 Quincy (Quinan, 1982). The 
Buckingham House, demolished in 1925 for constmction of the Fogg Art Museum, had the 
broad-gable, five-bay, center-entrance form of Beck's house, with a Doric portico at the 
center bay. 

The Doric portico at the Beck-Warren House replicates the Greek Doric order illustrated in 
Plate D of The American Builder's Companion (1827), while the first-floor window 
treatments are as illustrated in Plate 43 of The Practice of Architecture (1833). Window and 
door casing mouldings are illustrated in Plate 48, d. of The Practice of Architecture. It is 
clear that the builder of the Beck-Warren House was familiar with Benjamin's most recent 
pattem books and it seems possible that Benjamin himself may have been involved, given his 

(continued) 
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design for a neighboring house of contemporary date and the close temporal relationship 
between the features found in the 1833 Beck-Warren House and their illustration in a pattern 
book of the same date. 

With regard to attributing the alterations made by Warren, the only direct information 
available is a building permit for constmction of the sunporch issued in 1897 (#6737), listing 
H. Langford Warren as architect. Interior alterations would not have required a building 
permit at that time, so it is impossible to know the architect associated with the changes 
undoubtedly made at the time Warren purchased the house in 1891. Langford Warren's later 
involvement suggests he may have been responsible for the earlier work, but this cannot be 
confirmed. 

A curious feature of the house frequently mentioned in accounts of its architecture is the , 
presence of a "secret room" between the first and second floors. The room, a few feet high, 
is accessed through a trapdoor in the second-story hall floor. It appears to occupy space in 
the headroom above the first floor basement stairwell and commvmicates with the basement 
via an enclosed shaft with a metal spike ladder that nms alongside the basement staircase. 
Workmen uncovered the room in the 1940s. It was said to have been carpeted, hung with 
drapes, and contained a metal bed and small bureau. Hardware on the trapdoor seems 
contemporary with the 1890s finishes of the second and third floors but the date and function 
of the room are unexplained. Apocryphal accounts link Professor Beck's fervent abolitionist 
beliefs to the room, asserting it to be an underground railway stop. Without further research 
into Beck's associations with the abolition movement or a closer examination of the materials 
and construction of the room, it is impossible to determine its antecedents. 

Warren bequeathed the house to Harvard on his death in early 1899. Even before its move in 
1900, the house was in academic use. In January, 1900, the Nation ran an article describing 
the bequest of the house and its conversion as a philological library. The Nation reported: 

Upon the ground floor have been placed the Child Memorial Library [containing three 
thousand volumes on English literature], and the libraries of the French, German and 
Romance languages departments; the Sanscrit library also finds a place in the building, 
and the total number of volumes now in place is about six thousand. Other rooms in 
the house are used for some of the advanced courses in literature, and the large 
upstairs room is available for the meetings of the modern languages division of the 
university. Mr. Warren's own study is used by Professor CR. Lanman, and contains 
the Indo-Iranian library, to which Mr. Warren had so largely contributed. 

(continued) 
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Library use seems to have lasted until World War I , after which time, the house came into the 
exclusive use of the English department, which remains in the house to the present. Its 
primary fvmction is for administrative and faculty offices though some seminars are also held 
there. Current plans call for the English department to move to new quarters in the near 
future and for the building to be renovated for other humanities departments' offices. 

Conversion of the house to office use has allowed for the preservation of virtually all aspects 
of the interior and exterior of the house. Changes to the house have been contained in service 
areas of the house on the ground floor and attic levels, which have seen limited and largely 
cosmetic alterations to accommodate additional office space. Use by the English department 
is significant as an active agent in the preservation of the exceptional interior finishes from 
both Beck and Warren's occupancies. < . 

(end) 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundary of the Beck-Warren House is a rectangular 7700 square foot parcel shown as 
Lot 27 of Cambridge Assessor's Plat #136 and is uidicated by a heavy black luie on the 
accompanying map. 

Boundary Justification 

The Beck-Warren House boundary includes that portion of the property that has been 
associated with the house since its move in 1900. While the historic dimensions of the 
Charles Beck property are still evident (the property originally consisted on Lots 26 and 27 of 
Plat #136), the remainder of the lot was redeveloped with the Harvard Union Building 
(McKim, Mead & White, 1900) after it was bequeathed to the President and Fellows of 
Harvard College by the terms of Henry Warren's will. 
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