


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Ashland M i l l Tenement i s s i s n i F i C a n t as r a r e s u r v i v i n g h o using o f 
S o u t h b r i d g e ' 3 e a r l y m i l l development. I t meets N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r 
c r i t e r i a A and C a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l and r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . The 
b o u n d a r i e s i n d i c a t e d on t h e a t t a c h e d a s s e s s o r s map a r e those oF 
c u r r e n t ownership. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the •community. 
Resting on a granite foundation this unassuming structure i s a s t y l i s t i c i n i t s plainneSS. 
I t nevertheless bears cornice and window tri m t y p i c a l of the Federal period, suggesting a 
r e l a t i v e l y early date of construction. The raised dormers, providing a f u l l f l o o r of l i v i n g 
space on the second f l o o r , are apparently o r i g i n a l . 

The only other i n t a c t early group of factory houses known to exist i n Southbridge i s Brick 
Square (ca. 1837) (form /rA-149), associated with the Hamilton Woolen M i l l i n Globe Village. 
Unlike the Ashland M i l l Tenement, the one-and-a-half story, two fainily, Greek Revival and 
Federal style brick houses of Brick Square have much greater a r c h i t e c t u r a l pretention. The 
e a r l i e s t group of multifamily factory houses known to have been b u i l t i n Southbridge was a 
row of Wooden tenements on Paige H i l l Road. B u i l t about I8I5, they were associated with 
William Sumner's cotton m i l l ( l a t e r known as Dresser Manufacturing Company). No documentation 
of the o r i g i n a l appearance of those buildings has been found. I t i s , therefore, impossible 
to relate the design of the Ashland M i l l Tenements to t h e i r only known e a r l i e r wood frame 
predecessor. The -Ashland M i l l tenement i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an early example of 
factory housing i n Southbridge. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners' played in local or state history and how^the" 
building relates to the development of the comnunity. nistory ana now zne 
This workers' tenement i s located i n Sandersdale, a secondary i n d u s t r i a l s i t e i n the 
eastern part of Southbridge where Lebanon Brook joins the Quinebaug River. A blacksmith 
shop was b u i l t here about 1815, followed by a saw m i l l i n 1834. A cotton spinning m i l l , 
owned by Larkin Ammidown, began operation here i n 1834. I t operated under various owners 
u n t i l i t burned i n 1849. This structure appears to have been one of a row of three or more 
tenement- houses b u i l t f o r operatives of that cotton m i l l . I t seems to be the only remnant 
of that early i n d u s t r i a l endeavor l e f t standing today. When i n 1874 Sanders Print Works 
began operation at t h i s location, this building i s believed also to have served as housing 
fo r i t s workers. Later known as Southbridge Pr i n t i n g Company, that factory functioned as 
a successful t e x t i l e p r i n t e r u n t i l the early-^Oth century. 
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