


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Ashland Mill Tenement i ssisniFiCant as rare surviving housing of
Southbridge'3 early mill development. I t meets National Register
criteria A and C at thelocal level andretains integrity of location,
materials, workmanship, design, feeling, andassociation. The

boundaries indicated ont heattached assessors nmap ar ethose oF
current ownership.

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE  Describe inmportant architectural features and evaluate i nterns of
other buildings within the ecomunity.

Resting on a granite foundation this unassuming structure i sastylistic i nits plainneSS.

[t nevertheless bears cornice andw ndow trim typical of theFederal period, suggesting a
relatively early date of construction. The raised dormers, providing a full floor of living
space on thesecond floor, areapparently original.

The only other intact early group of factory houses known t oexist i nSouthbridge i sBrick
Square (ca. 1837) (form /rA-149), associated with theHam |ton Wolen Mill i ndobeVillage.
Unlike theAshland Mill Tenenent, theone-and-a-half story, twofainily, Geek Revival and

Federal style brick houses of Brick Square have much greater architectural pretention. The
earliest group of multifamily factory houses known t o have been built i nSouthbridge was a

row of Woden tenements on Paige Hill Road. Built about 1815 they were associated with
W lliam Sumer's cotton mill (later known as Dresser Manufacturing Company). No documentation
of theoriginal appearance of those buildings has been found. |t is, therefore, inpossible
to relate thedesign of theAshland Mill Tenenents totheir only known earlier wood frame
predecessor. The-Ashland Mill tenement i ssignificant as an early exanpl e of
factory housing i n Southbridge.

BT ™ B AL AN B I PSRRI ners Plaved i local or gaie IO 80 how

This workers' tenement i slocated i nSandersdale, a secondary industrial site i n the
eastern part of Southbridge where Lebanon Brook joins the Quinebaug River. A blacksmth

shop was built here about 1815, followed by a sawmi |l i n1834. A cotton spinning mill,
owned by Larkin Armdown, began operation here i n1834. |t operated under various owners
ntil i tburned i n1849. This structure appears tohave been one of a rowof three or nore
tenement - houses built for operatives of that cottonmll. |t seens to be theonly remant

of that early industrial endeavor left standing today. Wien i n 1874 Sanders Print Works
began operation at this location, this buildingi sbelieved also t ohave served as housing
for itsworkers. Later known as Southbridge Printing Conpany, that factory functioned as
a successful textile printer until theearly-*"Oth century.

Bl BLI GERAPHY and/ or REHEHENES -

maps, atlases
Amm down, H Historical Collections, 1874 pp. 383-386
Worcester County Biographical Review, p. 742.
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