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Historic Mae Philip Duke Three-Decker

Uss Present residential

Original residential
DESCRIPTION
Date ca. 1888
Source Worcester House Directory
Style Italianate Three-Decker
Architect unknown
Exterior Wdl Fabric wood clapboard
Outbuildings 2 sheds

Magor Alterations (with dates] none

Condition very good

Movaed Date

Acreage less than 1/4 acre

Setting Urban, 19th century, mult:
family, residential street.

Recorded by John Callahan

Organization Clark University

Date February 1981

Revised by Michael Steinitz for MHC-12/i



NATI ONAL REQ STER CRHERI A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Philip Duke Three-Decker possesses irtegrity of location, design, setting,

materials, workmanship, feeling and association. |t is significant as a
representative building from the earliest phase of three-decker construction
on the southern slope of Vernon Hill, an Irish and Swedish, working-class

nei ghborhood, where many residents were enployed in nearby steel mills in
South Wbrcester and Quinsigamond Village. The house is also a remarkably

wel | -preserved, well -detailed exanple of the Italianate style of three-

decker constructionpopular locally in the late 19th century. The Duke Three-
Decker thus neets criteria A and C of the National Reaister of Historic Places.
ARHTECTURA. SGNH CANCE Describe inportant architectural features axd evaluate in terns of

other buildings within the conmunity.

Architecturally, 7 Maxwell Street is an unusually well-preserved and well-
detailed house that retains many features characteristic of Italianate
three-decker design in Wrcester. The house has the characteristic side-hall
plan. It is sheathed in wood clapboard and has a hip roof. The three-bay,
asymmetrical main facade has a side-bay entry of double-leaf, panelled doors.
A single-story porch extends across the facade, and features turned posts with
bulls-eye ornament, decorative brackets, and an open balustrade. Evenly
spaced, decorative, paired brackets are located in the.roof cornice overhang.
W ndows have 2/2 sash with simple surrounds and rope molding on the w ndow
caos on the main facade.

HSTARCL SANHCANE Explain the role owners played in local or state history axd how the
building relatesto the devel opnent of the comnmnity.

Built ca. 1888 on the southern slope of Vernon Hill, the Duke house is one of
the earliest surviving three-deckers in a neighborhood of working-class
residences which were mostly owned and occupied by Irish and Swedish families.
Many occupants were enployed by the nearby Washburn and Men South Works or

oy the Quinsigamond Works, both steel wire mills. From 1888 to the 1920s, 7
Maxwel | Street was owned and occupied by Philip Duke, a laborer,' or by his

son, Philip F Duke, a machinist. The earliest known tenants, in 1888, included
Patrick MDonough, John Mattimore, W Iliam Rogers, John Gallagher, and John

Mnns, al | laborers; Oscar Lindquist and CF  Bergstrom wiredrawers; and
F. Nilson, a wire drawer. I'n 1900, residents included John and Edward Feel ey,
Patrick Mahar, and Nils Fallstrom, al | wireworkers. By 1930, 7 Maxwell was

owned by John Shea,a craneman. Tenants included Raynond Shankel, a wireworker,
and Al bert Murphy, a chauffer.

Bl BLI GZRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES
Wocester Directory, Wrcester House Directory", 1888,1890, 1900,1912, 1920, 1930.
L.J.Richards, Atlas of the City of Worcester, 1896, 1911, 1922.

J. Callahan et al., Wrcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
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