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Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca . 1888 

Source W o r c e s t e r House D i r e c t o r y 

Style I t a l i a n a t e Three -Decker 

Archi tect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood clapboard 

Outbuildings 2 sheds 

Major Alterations (with dates] none 

See a t t a c h e d map Condition v e r y good 

Moved Date 

Acreage l e s s t h a n 1/4 acre 

Sett ing Urban , 1 9 t h c e n t u r y , m u l t : 

f a m i l y , r e s i d e n t i a l s t r e e t . 

UTM REFERENCE 19 /268990/4680050 

USGS QUADRANGLE W o r c e s t e r Sou th 

SCALE 1 :25 ,000 

Recorded by John C a l l a h a n 

Organization C l a r k U n i v e r s i t y 

Date Feb rua ry 19 81 

Rev ised by M i c h a e l S t e i n i t z f o r MHC-12/i 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The P h i l i p Duke Three-Decker possesses i r t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e b u i l d i n g from the e a r l i e s t phase of three-decker c o n s t r u c t i o n 
on the southern slope of Vernon H i l l , an I r i s h and Swedish, working-class 
neighborhood, where many residents were employed i n nearby s t e e l m i l l s i n 
South Worcester and Quinsigamond V i l l a g e . The house i s also a remarkably 
well-preserved, w e l l - d e t a i l e d example of the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e of t h r e e -
decker c o n s t r u c t i o n popular l o c a l l y i n the l a t e 19th century. The Duke Three-
Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the N a t i o n a l Reaister of H i s t o r i c Places. 
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 7 Maxwell Street i s an unusually well-preserved and w e l l -
d e t a i l e d house that r e t a i n s many features c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of I t a l i a n a t e 
three-decker design i n Worcester. The house has the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i d e - h a l l 
plan. I t i s sheathed i n wood clapboard and has a hip r o o f . The three-bay, 
asymmetrical main facade has a side-bay e n t r y of double-leaf, panelled doors. 
A s i n g l e - s t o r y porch extends across the facade, and features turned posts w i t h 
bulls-eye ornament, decorative brackets, and an open balustrade. Evenly 
spaced, de c o r a t i v e , paired brackets are located i n the.roof cornice overhang. 
Windows have 2/2 sash w i t h simple surrounds and rope molding on the window 
caos on the main facade. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comwnity. 

B u i l t ca. 1888 on the southern slope of Vernon H i l l , the Duke house i s one of 
the e a r l i e s t s u r v i v i n g three-deckers i n a neighborhood of working-class 
residences which were mostly owned and occupied by I r i s h and Swedish f a m i l i e s . 
Many occupants were employed by the nearby Washburn and Moen South Works or 
oy the Quinsigamond Works, both s t e e l wire m i l l s . From 1888 to the 1920s, 7 
Maxwell Street was owned and occupied by P h i l i p Duke, a laborer,' or by his 
son, P h i l i p F. Duke, a machinist. The e a r l i e s t known tenants, i n 1888, included 
P a t r i c k McDonough, John Mattimore, W i l l i a m Rogers, John Gallagher, and John 
Minns, a l l l a b o r e r s ; Oscar Lindquist and C.F. Bergstrom, wiredrawers; and 
F. Nilson, a wire drawer. I n 1900, residents included John and Edward Feeley, 
P a t r i c k Mahar, and N i l s F a l l s t r o m , a l l wireworkers. By 1930, 7 Maxwell was 
owned by John Shea,a craneman. Tenants included Raymond Shankel, a wireworker, 
and A l b e r t Murphy, a chauffer. 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 
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historic current 

DESCRIPTION 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000305 


