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Holy Trinity Church is a small frame "Goth^cized" 
building with steeply pitched roof. The exterior of the 
church is a four-part composition of fishscale shingles 
in the gable above bands of vertical board and batten and 
clapboards. There are three small porches (on the west, 
north and south) with steeply pitched hoods and an 
intricate system of grouped chamfered posts with bracketing. 
The west porch, being the main, is largest and has a 
lattice detail within the recessed gable and a Latin cross 
at the roof ridge. Directly behind this porch, in the 
principal gable is a rose window. Tall stained glass 
windows topped with equilateral arches surround the building.

The interior of the church is a simple longitudinal 
plan with a central aisle and seating for approximately two 
hundred persons. Beneath the high ceiling, exposed rafters 
can be seen. All wood in the building is pine, including 
interior appointments such as pews, pulpit, altar and 
flooring.

Holy Trinity occupies a beautiful tree-shaded and land­ 
scaped site just adjacent to the cemetery and church office. 
Entry to the grounds is gained through a lych gate which was 
built in 1889. Except for the addition of air-conditioning, 
the building is virtually unchanged since its construction 
and in excellent condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The town of Fruitland Park, founded in 18.79L/ was a 
community of English settlers. A few years later the need 
for a church was referred to in the original vestry minute 
book: "The want of an Episcopal Church and clergyman in the 
English Colony....has been for some time felt, and a movement 
had been~ffiade to obtain subscriptions to erect a church in 
the colony." A general meeting of the colony was called on 
July 3, 1886, and the site was chosen on January 28, 1887. 
On an acre of land purchased from Sam Tanner, Holy Trinity 
Church was built in 1888 by the firm of E. Ttyetfnpson of 
Savannah, Georgia. The plans were drawn by J. J. NeXitt 
and the total cost of the building was $2,150. The first 
service was held on December 2, 1888 with the Rev. Joseph 
Julian officiating for a congregation of fifty people. The 
church was consecrated on July 12, 1889. In the same year 
the lych gate was donated to the church, a replica of those 
often found in Anglican churchyards.

Holy Trinity Church, has, since its organization, served 
Fruitland Park and other communities in the area as an 
integral part of both their religious and social lives. 
Constructed in a style that has come to be known as "Florida 
Gothic," the building survives unchanged as one of the finest 
examples of rural Anglican architecture in Florida.
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