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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Both the chapel ang\the'manse were built in 1870-71. They are both
‘very clean and straight forward; of good design for their day. The '
fggg;wgiggwoiitheeehapéi;igwtheng;ginal - the long portion at tH'""ear
was added in 1919. The chapel is of crugiig;g“p;an with a simple ‘well

proEorw;ggggmh@lﬁxymxgugr which gives emphasis to the entrance. The

chapel is of frame and clapboard construction with a single tier of

 windows. It has four brick chimneys which served as early heating units,

. but ‘now it has a bottled gas heating system.

The manse is two stories in height; also of wood frame construction.
- The upper story has shingle s1d1ng while the lower is of c %pboard like
_the chapel. The manse still boasts two chalk Stone" chlmneys although
~ their utilitary functions have been replaced by a gas heating unit. It

. has a gable roof and double hung windows. The manse has not been greatly

altered since it was built, except for installation of hot water heating,
and a makeshift bathroom. One of its most interesting relics is the

the cooking stove said to have come from New York State three or four
years after the manse was built. It now stands.in ‘ene of the side rooms
at the chapel and is still in good condition.

, The manse needs painting, and the chapel’ needs minor interior
repairs by a carpenter. Other than these exceptions both. are sound
physical representatlons of original de51gn w1th their bas1c integrity
intact.
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STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE

: After an uprls g 1n 1862 the Santee Sloug were moved from their
native lands in Minnesota and Dakota Igvrltory. They. werewsgggigg in
dthelr present locatlon, Knox County, along the Missouri River, 1n 1864.

R

Rever;nd and Mrs. Riggs came to_ the Santée Reservation in June of
1870, Mr. nggs, a most. promlnent and well—knOWn m1531onary,j£§ilﬂﬂﬂ§f{

Mr. nggs was II”known throughout ‘the Sioux nation as thkadanwaste
(Goodbird). ‘

The Pllgrrm Congregatlonal Chapel was constructed shortly after
Mr. Riggs' arrival. It served as hoth a chapel and a training. school.
The latter was an institution . set up by the American Board of Comm1331oner§
for Foreign Missions, for the training aﬁH’teachlng of the Sioux.

The Pilgrim Congregational Chapel and the old Riggs' residence stand
as silent reminders of Reyﬁrgnd Alfred Riggs who devoted most of his life
to the Santee Traiming School and to the teaching and helping of the Sioux.
The chapel is also one of the oldest and best exemplified church structures
in Northeastern Nebraska.

Reverﬁnd Riggs died April 15, 1916, and is bur1ed in the ‘cemetery
about a mile southeast of the old mission.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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forth by the National Park Service.
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