


7. Original owner (if known) A.sa E l l i s 

Original use_ r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates r e s i d e n t i a l 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

3, Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

15 8 Auburn Street i s a rare e^xample of 
frame Federal s t y l e house i n Cambridgeport. 
I t i s one cf t?ie r.ost: appealing houses i . i t h 
Carl;ridgepcrt neighborhood with i t s sics en-
facing a flower garden. I t s t i l l r etains t L 
r u r a l y i l l a g e f l a v o r of old Cambridgeport. 

The house has a t y p i c a l t'jo-story, z\-:z-
center-hall plan w i t h the h.earth. centered c 
rear w a l l . Only one of "che two o r i g i n a l chi, 
remains. The five-bay facade i s capped hy a 
pitched hip roof. Over -ha entrance i 
w i t h siraole wood tracers. 
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10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) -' '.. 
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•ummary paragraph 
completeness - y - ^ - t — • 
clar i ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
Justification of areas 

checl(ed . j= . 
relating significance to 

fhe resource 
context 
relationship of integrity '?^ 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception v - - . * 
other 

9. Major Bibl iographical Re fe rences 

10. Oeograph ica l P a t a 
litmit\M*mmMMtHpnm'ft 

11. Form Prepared By 

12 . S ta te Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 

Il MM* i K a l 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Ri^nftri /AJ/yyAAi^u. z i . yPiy)at /ULi ,^ r^at^ Z / Z ^ . phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Commenta for any itam may ba contlnuad on an attached ahaat 



FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. 

C 'Por t 

Form no. 
I I C l 

1. Town Cambridge 

Address 15 8 Auburn S t r ee t  

NameAsa E l l i s House  

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")  

Staple to left side of form  
Photo number j \ Q 3 -

Present owner  

3. Description:  

Date 1805 

Cather ine Babalas 

Source 
deed records 

Style Federal 

A r c h i t e c t u n k n n ^ j r i 

Exterior wall fabric composi t ion s i d i n g 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features f i v e - b a y facade  

capped by a l o w - p i t c h e d h i p r o o f , 

Fanlight over entrance. , 

Altered Yes-minor Date [ 

Moved No Date 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less XX Over one acre 

Approximate frontage_ 50 f e e t 
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Approximate distance of building from street 

8 f e e t 
A;, i : 

6. Recorded byRobert R e t t i g 

OrganizationCambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm 

Date 19 6 9 — 

30M-5-77 A s s e s s * ^ Jftfe- 2 6 



7. Original owner (if known) Asa E l l i s 

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates r e s i d e n t i a l 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural -
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

158 Auburn Street i s a rare e-xample of a 
frajae Federal s t y l e h.ouse i n Cambridgeport. r 
I t is- one of tbe mosi: appealing bouses i n th.e 
Canibridgeport neigb5orb.ood Mrith i t s side entrance 
facing a flower garden. I t s t i l l r e t a i n s tlie 
r u r a l v i l l a g e f l a v o r of old Cambridgeport, 

Tb.e bouse has a t y p i c a l two-story, two-room 
center-ball plan^f wltb. th.e beaj?th- centered on the 
rear w a l l . Only one of tb.e two: o r i g i n a l cbimneys 
remains, Tlie five-bay facade i s capped by a low--
piticb-ed Eip roof. Over tb.e Entrance i s a f a n l i g b t 
witb- simple wood tracery-. 

10. Bibliography and/or'references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Bostcjn 

'.A' . 
•'f. *, 's. 

Conmunity: 

Cambridge 

Form No: 

:PT I I . C . l 

Property Name: Asa E l l i s House 

Indicate each item on inventory foim vAiidx is being continued below. 

The Asa E l l i s House i s one of a handful of Fe d e r a l - s t y l e b u i l d i n g s 
s u r v i v i n g from the f i r s t p e r iod o f development i n Cambridgeport. Cam­
br i d g e p o r t developed along the t u r n p i k e s b u i l t t o l i n k the West Boston 
Bridge of 1793 w i t h Old Cambridge and the towns t o the west. The r e s u l t i n g 
r e a l estate boom ended w i t h the Embargo of 1807-1809, and very l i t t l e new 
c o n s t r u c t i o n then took place u n t i l the 1830s. This house and others also 
nominated (172 Harvard S t r e e t , Old Cambridgeport N.R.D.; 107, 108, and 114 
Auburn S t r e e t , Salem-Watson Streets N.R.D.) represent the r e l a t i v e l y 
modest type of housing constructed i n t h i s period, when Cambridgeport was 
a new settlement on p r e v i o u s l y vacant land. 

The o r i g i n a l clapboards remain under -the asphalt s i d i n g , and whi l e 
the windows have been changed from 6 + 6 t o 2 + 2, t h i s was an almost 
i n v a r i a b l e a l t e r a t i o n c a r r i e d out d u r i n g the nineteenth century. This 
house can e a s i l y be re s t o r e d t o i t s o r i g i n a l c o n d i t i o n and i s no less 
s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s present s t a t e . 

The Asa E l l i s House possesses i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , design, and 
s e t t i n g as w e l l as i n t e g r i t y o f m a t e r i a l s beneath i t s present asphalt 
s i d i n g . I t meets c r i t e r i o n A f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h the development 
o f Cambridgeport and c r i t e r i o n C as a ra r e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f Federal 
p e r i o d domestic c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
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\ • Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



NPS F o m 10-MO-i 
(7-ei) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P iaces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
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Multiple Resource Area 
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Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area 
State MA 
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Boston Woven HosBand Rubber —^ _ — J Keeper 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

: for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 
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