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1. Name 

OMB ^4o. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

For NPS use only 

received MAR 6 1985 

date entered APR A 

historic Waters Farm 

and or common Same 

2. Location 
street & number 53 Waters Road not for publication 

city, town S u t t o n N/A vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 • county Worcester code 027 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 

district X_ public 
X_ building(s) private f̂̂ eŷ s - , 

structure both 
site Public Acqu is i t ion 
object in process 

N/A being considered 

Status 
)L occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
X agriculture 

commercial 
X educational 

entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

X museum 
park 

X private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Town o f Sut ton 

street & number Uxbridge Road (Municipal Center) 

city, town Sutton " _N/A, icinity of 
- o i> r ^ > 

state Massachusetts 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester D i s t r i c t Reg is t ry o f Deeds. Book 2143. Page 264 

street & number Main S t ree t 

city, town Worcester state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory o f the H i s t o r i c Assets o f 

title the Commonwealth has this property been determined eligible? yes ^ no 

date federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 



7. Description Sutton, MA Waters Farm 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered ^ original site 
good X ruins x altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Waters Farm i s sited i n the southwest corner of sutton on a h i l l 
overlooking Manchaug Pond (elevation: 730 f e e t ) . Located very close to the 
north side of Waters Road, the farmstead stands on a low r i s e at the western 
end of the 104-acre l o t currently associated with the farm. In the immediate 
v i c i n i t y of the farmhouse, the l o t remains cleared and retains a large measure 
of i t s eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century a g r i c u l t u r a l character. To the 
east, the l o t i s wooded and slopes down to a 2,000-foot frontage along Manchaug 
Pond. 

The Waters farmhouse i s irregular in appearance, due to a number of additions 
made during the 19th and early 20th centuries. I t s form i s generally 
rectangular, and the o r i g i n a l building, constructed i n 1757, i s a five-bay by 
two-bay, two-story house with a central chimney and center entry. Additions to 
the main block date from 1830, 1840, and 1925. Many changes have been made to 
the building since i t was f i r s t b u i l t , but none detract from i t s appearance as 
a simply detailed Georgian-period farmhouse. Rather, the alterations and 
additions represent the evolution of the house over time. 

Additions to the farmstead include a 1 1/2-story rear e l l (1830), a 
single-story, cottage-form west e l l (1840), and an enclosed west porch (1925). 
Most recently, cosmetic restoration of the east end took place (1983). A 
projecting two-story p a v i l i o n , added early i n the twentieth century, occupies 
the center bay of the f r o n t (south) elevation. Other properties on the farm 
include two non-contributing twentieth century farm buildings, three 
non-contributing ca. 1925 camp buildings, and the ruins and foundations of 
three eighteenth- and nineteenth-century farm buildings, which contribute to 
the property's archaeological significance. 

The foundation of the building is of local fieldstone. The o r i g i n a l siding of 
the farmhouse was pine clapboard over chestnut sheathing; the clapboard was 
replaced by pine shingles in 1907, but the east elevation is once again 
clapboard, having been restored i n 1983. Window sash through much of the main 
block today i s 6/6 double-hung wood. The o r i g i n a l sash was 9/6, framed by 
plank frames and angled caps. Some of the o r i g i n a l sash was moved to the rear 
e l l when sash in the main block was modernized early in the twentieth century 
(ca. 1925). 

The end-gabled pitched roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles. There is evidence 
that the roof was raised and repitched prior to ca. 1895, leaving the central 
chimney in front of the ridge. The two shed dormers on the f r o n t slope are 
1907 additions. 

The front (south) elevation i s f i v e bays wide with a projecting, gable-roofed 
central section. The entrance has been altered several times; 
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nineteenth-century photographs show that the door at one time had a pedimented 
hood, simple flanking p i l a s t e r s , a f i v e - l i g h t transom, and a six-panel batten 
door. The current entry i s a twentieth-century Colonial Revival replacement 
based on t h i s design. Nine window openings are arranged symmetrically around 
the entrance. There are also windows on the side elevations of the projecting 
center section. 

The east, gable-end elevation is two bays wide with symmetrical fenestration. 
I t s current appearance dates from a 1983 restoration based on 
nineteenth-century photographs. Clapboards and corner boards were restored, 
and window sash duplicating the o r i g i n a l 9/6 sash were inserted. The rear 
(north) and west elevations of the main block are p a r t l y obscured by the rear 
and west e l l s . In o r i g i n a l appearance, they duplicated the front and east 
elevations, respectively. However, la t e r e l l additions have resulted i n t h e i r 
current irregular appearance. 

The long, 1 1/2-story rear e l l , connected to the main block at i t s south end, 
has irregular fenestration throughout and contains a variety of period sash, 
including six-over-sixes, nine-over-sixes, and later three-over-threes. There 
are two entries on the east elevation of the rear e l l : one, a simple door 
close to the main block, and the other, a set of double-batten plank doors near 
the middle of the e l l . The roof is a shallow-pitched gable. 

The west e l l , a cottage-form structure added ca. 1840, is three bays wide, with 
a side entry on the main elevation. I t s steeply pitched roof is broken by a 
broad dormer with three closely spaced windows. The e l l ' s west elevation is 
obscured by the 1925 single-story, hipped roof porch addition. A l l three 
elevations of the porch are glazed. The west elevation also contains a central 
twelve-pane door with si d e l i g h t s . 

The i n t e r i o r of the farmhouse has been altered over time, but many o r i g i n a l 
details remain. An open stringer staircase runs from the f i r s t f l oor through 
to the a t t i c . Features remaining include chair r a i l s , baseboards, window and 
door tr i m throughout most of the house, as well as several field-paneled 
doors. Fireboxes have been altered for the i n s t a l l a t i o n of stoves, but many 
mantelpieces remain. In the parlor, a remnant of a hand-stenciled border can 
be seen. . 

The farmstead had half a dozen outbuildings in the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, a l l of which have been destroyed. Behind the farmhouse were a barn 
( o r i g i n a l ca. 1758, destroyed and r e b u i l t 1849), carpenter's shop (1849), and 
blacksmith shop (date unknown), a l l destroyed in the 1938 hurricane. 
Non-contributing buildings currently on the property include a garage/barn 
(1983), loosely based on eighteenth-century styles, a mid-twentieth century 
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shed, and three early twentieth-century frame summer camp buildings along the 
shore of the pond. Also associated with the farmstead, although not included 
in t h i s nomination, are the ruins of a cider m i l l and chaise shed (both ca. 
1775, struck by l i g h t i n g and destroyed in 1929), located across Waters Road. 
These ruins are now under separate ownership. 

The Waters Farm has great potential as an h i s t o r i c archaeological s i t e . In 
addition to the ruins and foundations of known outbuildings, h i s t o r i c a l 
archaeological resources may include undocumented outbuildings, as well as 
subsurface features r e l a t i n g to the occupation of the farmstead, such as wells, 
p r i v i e s , and trash scatters or p i t s . The entire shoreline of Manchaug Pond i s 
a known, though l i t t l e explored, prehistoric archaeological s i t e , although the 
operation of a summer camp on the Waters property may have had a negative 
impact on any remains. 



8. Significance S u t t o n , MA Waters Farm 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 

_X- 1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
_X._. archeology-prehistoric community planning 

- 3 ^ 

archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1757^ 1850. 1840 Buiider/Architect va r ious members o f the Waters f a m i l y 

Statement of Signi f icance (in one paragraph) , ; 

The Waters Farm i n Sutton, Massachusetts, possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, 
design, setting, workmanship, fee l i n g , and association. Located on Manchaug 
Pond, the farmhouse was the centerpiece of a comprehensive farming complex that 
supported seven generations of the Waters family i n a s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t r u r a l way 
of l i f e . The Waterses were early s e t t l e r s of Sutton and served the town i n 
numerous capacities from the early 18th century to the present day. While many 
of the farm's outbuildings have been demolished, t h e i r ruins provide a good 
opportunity for archaeological investigations into patterns of eighteenth- and 
nineteenth-century farm l i f e . The 104-acre farm also overlaps a known 
prehistoric archaeological s i t e , and thus i s l i k e l y to y i e l d information 
important i n prehistory. As a farmstead documenting over 150 years of 
ag r i c u l t u r a l history i n Sutton, noted as a center of a g r i c u l t u r a l prosperity i n 
Worcester County; for i t s associations with the Waters family; and for i t s 
archaeological p o t e n t i a l , the Waters Farm meets c r i t e r i a A, C, and D of the 
National Register of Historic Places on the local l e v e l . 

A known prehistoric archaeological s i t e l i e s around the entire circumference of 
Manchaug Pond. At present, l i t t l e information i s available on the age or 
cu l t u r a l a f f i l i a t i o n of the s i t e . The area should be considered to have high 
p o t e n t i a l , and any surviving sites would be s i g n i f i c a n t since patterns of 
aboriginal occupation i n th i s part of Worcester County (the Blackstone 
drainage) are poorly understood. 

In 1720, Richard Waters (1669-1726), of Salem, Massachusetts, purchased a 
666-acre parcel of land that included the nominated property from the estate of 
William Stoughton. stoughton had been one of the recipients of a large 1681 
grant by the Nipmuck Indians, i n what i s now the Town of Oxford. Waters' 
purchase, along with several other farms, was annexed to the Town of sutton i n 
1724 or 1726. Richard Waters' eldest son, Richard Jr. (1700-?), purchased an 
adjacent parcel of 234 acres in 1728. This purchase fronted on Manchuag Pond 
and brought the t o t a l acreage owned by the Waters family to 900. 

Stephen Waters (1735-1819), the eldest son of Richard J r . , b u i l t the main block 
of the Waters farmstead i n 1757. Stephen also b u i l t a cider m i l l (destroyed 
1929), and planted a large apple orchard behind the house on the h i l l s i d e 
sloping down to the pond. Throughout the eighteenth century, Sutton was known 
as an excellent a g r i c u l t u r a l center, producing large f r u i t harvests in 
part i c u l a r . Stephen's numerous account books record a vigorous trade in cider 
with farmsteads in Sutton and the surrounding towns. According to the Waters 
family history, Stephen developed the winter-hardy "Sutton Beauty" apple on the 
farm during the late years of his ̂ i . | e . ' . • " 

Although the cash crops of Waters Farm were apples and apple cider, the farm 
was a t y p i c a l l y s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t New England farm. The family cultivated 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Richard Waters, Deed to Stephen Waters, Oct. 1 , 1778, 
Stephen Waters, Ledgers, 1789, 1807- 1811. 
Stephen Waters, Inventory, 1820-1832. 
Nathan Waters, Ledgers, 1803-1812, 1811-1834 

Samuel Waters, D iar ies , 1880-1883. 
Walter Walters, Diary 
Subscribers Pew d i s t , W. Sutton Baptist 
Church, 1839. 

10. Geographical Data Sutton Town H is to r ies , Vol. 1 & Vol. 2. 
Mass. H is tor ica l Commission. Suttnn Tnwn 

Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name O x f o r d 

UTM References 

A 

104 acres Report, 1982. 
Quadrangle scale 1 : 2 5 , 0 0 0 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and jus t i f i ca t ion 

The boundary encompasses all of the Waters Farm parcel, owned by the Town of 
Sutton. See Assessors Map attached. 

List a i l s ta tes and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state |\[//\ code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Mary Kate Sampson, Mass. H is tor ica l Commission with Malcolm D. Pearson, Sutton 

"^'"^^^'"^ H is tor ica l Xocimissiiip 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date December, 1984 

street & number 80 B O y l s t o n S t r e e t telephone ( 6 1 7 ) 727-8470 

city or town Bos ton state Massachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature \//^J(J^yUL. \ ^(JiAAAt^^^-^ 

title 
State His tor ic Preservation Of f icer 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

_ Entered in the 
date 

veeper of the National Registe 

Attest: " date 

Chief of Registration 

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1983 0 - 419-311 
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various food staple crops and maintained a t y p i c a l range of livestock. The 
farmstead was supported by numerous outbuildings, such as the cider m i l l , the 
carpenter's shop, the small blacltsmith shop, and the various barns and sheds. 
Although most of these buildings have been destroyed (either by demolition, 
f i r e , or by the hurricane of 1938), their ruins are a prime h i s t o r i c 
archaeological source. Since there has been l i t t l e further development of the 
s i t e , the Waters Farm property provides the opportunity to document the 
evolution of a mid-eighteenth century farmstead through the s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l , 
and economic changes of the late eighteenth, nineteenth, and early twentieth 
centuries. 

Members of the Waters family continued to operate the farmstead as an apple 
farm and s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t family farm throughout the nineteenth century and into 
the early twentieth century. John Waters (1764-1847), "an indefatigable 
worker" according to the family history, demonstrated his vigor by working as a 
stone cutter as well as an apple farmer. He was the builder of the family's 
stone tomb at the rear of the West Sutton Cemetery. His son, Nathan Waters 
(1799-1879), maintained the farmstead and also served as a Justice of the 
Peace, s e t t l i n g numerous estates for sutton residents. Late i n his l i f e , 
Nathan began s e l l i n g o f f parts of the 900-acre farmstead, a process that 
continued into the twentieth century. 

The next Waters generation included Anah Waters Aldrich (1835-1879), who worked 
as a schoolteacher and was a published author of poems and short stories under 
the pen name of Carrie Carleton. Anah's brother, Samuel (1845-1927), was the 
l a s t f u l l - t i m e operator of the family farm, working there u n t i l his death, 
Samuel supplemented his income by operating the v i l l a g e store in West Sutton. 
Known through the family history as a mechanically g i f t e d man, he b u i l t a 
steam-powered go-cart and rigged a windmill to provide power to the carpenter's 
shop. 

Cousin to Anah and Samuel, and closely associated with the farm, was Jason 
Waters, who served in the Massachusetts Legislature in the 1860s and 1870s. He 
was active in m i l i t a r y armament, currency reform, and women's sufferage. He 
devoted time to the family farmstead when the legislature was not in session. 

Samuel's son, Walter Waters (1869-1945), was the farm's next owner. Walter 
liv e d in New York City for most of his l i f e , working as a professional 
musician, church organist, composer, and teacher. He operated a summer camp on 
the farmstead i n the 1920s and early 1930s, along the Manchaug Pond shore. 
I n s u f f i c i e n t information on the h i s t o r i c a l significance and i n t e g r i t y of the 
camp buildings prevents their inclusion as contributing buildings within the 
nomination at t h i s time. The most recent occupant of the farm was Dorothea 
Waters Moran (1895- ), Walter's eldest daughter. An accomplished p i a n i s t . 
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Mrs. Moran takes a great interest in the a r t s . Mrs. Moran has bequeathed the 
entire property (including a l l buildings on the 104-acre parcel) to the Town of 
Sutton, to be managed by the Waters Farm Preservation Committee. The Committee 
plans to create a h i s t o r i c a l museum of eighteenth-century r u r a l New England 
culture. The forested lands w i l l be u t i l i z e d for hiking and horseback t r a i l s 
and a w i l d l i f e sanctuary. 
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iho receipt whereof do hereby acknowledge, do give, grant, sell and convey unto thi' said 

To hare and to hold 

And ^ ^ j ^ do for 

the afore-granted Premises, to the said 
Heirs and assigns, to 

Heirs, Executors and Administrators, covenant with the said 

and use and behoof forever 

lawfully seized in fee of the afore-granted Premises; ik | 
Heirs and Assigns, that 

! to the said have good right to sell and convey the same I 
SSJ - • - ^ — - ^ and that will warrant and defend the same premises to the said 
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CD resubmission 
• nomination by person or locai government 
• owner objection 

CZI appeal 

Substantive Review: CD sample CD request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date:̂  
Date Due: 

Eatered in 
RETURN 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation slieet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

CD fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

CD unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

CD altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
I I alterations/integrity • '* 
CD dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 

context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

nationai state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone:. 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 














































