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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built circa 1878, the Wycough-Jones House is a two storey house of
wood frame construction. A wide, one storey veranda extends across
the entire facade of the house, with a centered second storey porch
located over the front entry. |In relation to the mass of the house,
this front veranda is of delicate proportions. Slender, elongated
turned posts are topped by small brackets, and a narrow band of
intricate scrollwork represents the architrave. The railing between
the posts has an oriental character with its geometric designed
balusters.

Four, uniquely different bay windows are located on the front elevation.
These bay windows are Victorian in the use of colored glass and scroll-
work panels. Semicircular, semihexagon, and rectangular shapes
emphasize their differences. First and second storey bays are symmetri-
cally located on each side of the front entry elevation. A hipped

roof caps one of the second storey bays, with a shed roof dormer
centered over the other second storey bay. A circular colored light
window is located on each side of the front entry.

The original part of the house has windows with one over one lights.

A decorative trim with fluted molding and corner blocks is used about
most windows. Similar wood details are used in the corner boards of

the original part of the house.

Several additions have been made to the rear of the house, though the
dates cannot be determined. The principal addition was a two storey
wing that was built at the north corner of the house, thus changing its
“rectilinear plan to a basic ell-shape. A recessed, second storey

porch is located on the northeast face of the addition, and is note-
worthy for its scrollwork balusters. This addition makes use of
windows with two over two lights and does not have the decorative corner
boards of the original part of the house. A small one storey room

with outside porch was added at the elbow of the ell-shaped plan. Just
after the turn of the century a fire destroyed the roof of the house.
It was replaced with a gable roof with exposed rafter ends.

The interior of the Wycough-Jones House is a basic central hallway

with one room to each side. However, the additions have, on one side,
added a dining room and kitchen on the first floor,and bedroom on the
second floor. A pantry area, storage and side porch are located in the
one storey addition behind the central hallway. Ceilings throughout
the two storey areas are approximately twelve feet high.

Symmetrically molded trim with frequent use of corner blocks is an
interesting feature of the interior of the house. Tri-pronged crowns
are located above the corner blocks at the upper part of door and
window trim. A wide baseboard and four inch wide pine flooring are
found throughout the house. In the central hallway the delicately
turned balusters of the stair railing terminate in a heavy decorative

newel post.
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7. Description (Wycough-Jones House - Page 2)

The Wycough-Jones House, with its simple floor plan but very ornate
trim, is one of the few Victorian era houses still standing in
Batesville. When Dr. and Mrs. 0. E. Jones purchased: the house in

1962, they began restoring and refurnishing it as a comfortable home
for their large family. Their interest in historic preservation led
the Jones' to purchase the vacant lot next door, thus preventing the
commercialization of the block. The Jones family has preserved this
historic and architecturally interesting structure, and continues to

keep it in excellent condition. -~
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wycough-Jones House is one of several architecturally significant
houses in the historic Batesville community in northeast Arkansas.

It is of two-storey frame construction in a simple ell floor plan.
Built in the late 1870's the house has features of the Victorian era
which make is especially interesting.

Ornate trim on both the exterior and interior of the house contrasts
with its simple floor plan. A one-storey porch across the facade
has slender turned columns and a narrow but highly decorative barge-
board trim. The most interesting features of the house are the four
bay windows. Though evenly spaced on either side of the first and
second storey, each is shaped and styled in a different and distinc-
tive manner. An unusual interior feature is the use of tri-pronged
crowns above the cornerblocks of the trim over doors and windows.

This architecturally interesting house was built by one of Batesville's
earliest native born sons. Mark A. R, Wycough was born in November,
1839, four years after his parents emigrated to Batesville from

North Carolina. He grew up and was educated in Batesville, where in
1860 he was working as a clerk. :

At the outbreak of the Civil War Wycough traveled some 200 miles to
Fort Smith, Arkansas, where he enlisted in a Confederate mounted
rifle regiment. After a furlough in 1863 he returned to service with
Crabtree's L46th Regiment, Arkansas Cavalry. While on a Confederate
raid in Cole County, Missouri, Wycough was captured in October, 1864,
After incarceration for several months in St. Louis, Wycough was
transferred to the war prison at Point Lookout, Maryland. When the
war ended he was paroled and returned to his home town.

During the next thirty years M. A. R. Wycough was active and prominent
in the Batesville business and political community. In the late 1860's
he began farming and operated a keel boat run between Jacksonport and
Batesville, two important White River ports in the nineteenth century.
In the 1870's Wycough was elected deputy sheriff, collector and clerk.
After twelve years in that office he worked for a short time in the

U. §. Revenue office. Though he held several other jobs Wycough
continually maintained his farming operations,and by 1890 had under
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8. Significance (Wycough-Jones House - Page 2)

cultivation over one-third of his 2,000 acres of land.

In the early 1870's Wycough bought the city lots on which the Wycough-
Jones House now stands. Though no exact date is available, written
evidence indicates that the present structure was probably built about
1878. One very significant alteration to the house occurred just after
the turn of the century when a second storey fire completely destroyed
the roof. The new gable roof with its exposed support rafters is more

in vogue with styles of the early twentieth century than the late 1870's.

The Wycough-Jones House, still occupied and in very good condition,

is a significant local landmark. Its builder, Mark A. R. Wycough,

was one of Batesville's most prominent native-born sons. He spent

most of his lifetime in this old Arkansas community, and took an active
part in both political and commercial affairs. Architecturally, the
house expresses a simple plan, but with ornate trim of the Victorian era.
It is one of the few houses of this era still standing in Batesville.
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