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1. Name of Property

historic nanfie Orange Center Histovic Disciict:
other names/site number

2. Location Portions of North. South. EAst and Wes Main StrPPtC;; west River RtT-A»t>A-

Street & number Prospect Street; Water Street; Depot Street. N/ hot for publication’
City, town Orange N/~ Lvicinity
sate Mas.sar.husetts code OP-i county Fr;,nklin code (i Zip code 0136/1
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
1x1 private I I'building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[yl public-local . FY] district . _ 5 buildings
I Ipublic-State n ¢ gSite Me']-! sites
I I public-Federal | Istructure ' structures
I lobject ) 0 objects
f ifc.! : 39- s Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register p

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties inthe
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property [jpmeets IlZldoes not meet the National Register criteria. I11] See continuation sheet.
V(XIUXI  [((LANE Uw. -s. |
Signature of certifying official

Executive Director Massachusetts Historical romj”sion
Sate or Federd agancy and bureau State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Parit Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
Centered inthe National Register.
| 1See continuation sheet. *!
I ldetermined eligible for the National
Register. Q See continuation sheet,
| Idetermined not eligible forthe
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register.
HH other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Usenra"C" Hicrr.i-if~ nig”r~rt, Orange. Massachusetts
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

See Continuation Sheet See Continuation Sheet

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)
Mid-19th Century: Greek Revival, Gothic Revival, » u e

foundation brick
Italian Villa , .

Late Vichorian: Victorian, Second Enpire, Vigtoria vel s bri ck

Kechorcdserar Ba@‘%n?&aﬂ S G RREREPS 941 oBe oAl ol waoch! vt herboar

¢’ a , n c gvival, . other - sandstone/ br ownst one

Late 19th & 20th Century American @vemants: Commer ci at1 St one;

Other: Md-19th Century Utilitarian, Late 19th Century Industrialglass

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

ySuimary Description

Located in thecenter of Qange, thenortheasternnost town in Franklin Gounty,
the Qange Center Historic District is corposed of caimercial, industrial, and
institutional buildings that are evidence thetown s rapid growth fromthe
late 1830s toca. 1935. Cbntaining the intersection of North, South, East,

and Vst Main Streets, the district boundaries also include a portion of
MIlers River, which bisects tlie Iower portion of the district. The district
enconpasses nearly twel ve acres arxl contains thirty-nine contrilxiting
elenents, irKluding the Toawn Hall, a forner neeting hall, two duirches ﬁone
now a | odge), a bank, a forner school, several cainercial blocks, a railroad
frei™t house, remmants of the New Hne Sew ng Machi ne Gnpany, thie Chase
Tur bi ne Manuf act uri ng Gonpany, one fountain, and one statue in apii}lic park.
Five buildings are considered noncontributing, one due to extensive exterior
alteration, and theothers due totheir nore recent dates of construction.
Mbst of the contrilxiting buildings were constructed duri n? a peak periodin
Qange's carnmerciai and industrial devel opnent, touched off by the oBeni ng of
a Vernont and Massachusetts Railroad station In 1846, and sustained by the
gronth of thetown' s manufacturing industries until the md-i930s.

Iti/sicai Devel opnent

The street grid of OQange Center is based on early transportation routes and
predates significant devel opment. A colonial-period east-west route al ong
MIllers River, also knomn as theold Mhewk Indian trail, is now Route 2A or
East and Vst Main Streets throu”® thehistoric district. The north-south
hi "Tway to New Sal em which included thebridge over MIlers River, is now
Foute 122 or North and South Aain Streets throu” tliedistrict. These two
axes organi zed the physical growh of Oange Center.

The town of Oange was a secondary settlement with aprimarily agricultural
econony in the early 19thcentury. Tie Center began to develop asthe town's
civic focus inthelate 1830s, wth the 1837 conpl etion of th» first Town Hail

« A \ - . A » > -, X See continuation sheet
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Function or We (continued)

H storic Functions (continued)

conmer ce/ trade; departnent store
industry: manufacturing fa_CI|I_tY _
conmer ce/trade: financral institution
social: neeting hall

religion: religrous structure
governnment: city hall

fransportation; “rail-related
education: school . ,

| andscape: street furniture/object

| andscape:  park

Qurrent Functions (continued)

conmerce/trade; departnent store
industry: manufacturing facility
industry. storage

work i n progress

recreation andculture: naseum
commer ce/ trade; busi ness
governnent: city hall

religion: religious structure

| andscape:  street furniture/object
| andscape: park
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facing North Main Street in the northern end of the historic district. The
street grid expanded accordingly to include creation of Prospect Street.
Early development in general occurred primarily in the north end of the
district. . N :
Expansion continued in the 1840s with the opening in 1846 of regional
connections to Fitchburg and Boston via the Vermont and Massachusetts
Railroad. This action established Orange Center as a component in the rapidly
developing east-west industrial corridor along Millers River and encouraged
greater commercial development of the downtown area. Ensuing commercial and
residential development occurred along East Main Street, South Main Street,
and the original Depot Street (now Water Street). Depot Street connected the
other two streets via the new railroad depot (how gone) southeast of the main
intersection. Commercial development at Orange Center was also directly
related to the successes of the town's furniture and machine manufacturing
industries located in the district's southwest quarter; these brought people,
capital, and greater opportunity to Orange for nearly ninety years.

The earliest extant buildings in the Orange Center Historic District mark the
advent of this period of intense industrial and commercial development. Of
the Greek Revival style, the district's best representative is the Goddard
Block at 10 North Main Street (ca. 1844, Mgp #8, Photo #1), a 2 1/2-story r
wood-frame building that contained residential and commercial space in the
north and west portions, respectively, of the L-plan. This building
originally had a projecting portico of Doric columns, removed in a ca. 1880s
remodeling and enlargement, although the pilasters of the original front are
still visible. Despite an addition to the commercial facade ca. 1915, the
Goddard Block retains its Greek Revival spirit with its wide pilaster
cornerboards and guttae-trimmed architraves, and pedimented dormers.

The Whipple Block (ca. 1848, Mg #37, Photo #2), the sister Greek Revival
building to the Goddard Block, is located at 2 West Main Street,directly
across the street. Once the town's general store and post office, the Whipple
Block was remodeled ca. 1875, at which time the original south-facing
projecting portico and corner pilasters were removed, the present main facade
extended, and the entire building bracketed in the Italianate style.

Simpler versions of the Greek Revival style are 24 North Main Street (ca.
1850, Mgp #7) and 26-28 North Main Street (ca. 1849, Mgp #6), similar to the
Goddard Block in their wood-frame construction and orientation of gable-end to
street. Both buildings have provided Orange Center with commercial space
continuously since ca. 1870. Finally, a
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vernacular Greek Revival double house remains at 28-30 South Main Street (ca.
1860, Mgp #30, Photo #3). Like its North Main Street counterparts, this broad
gabled wood-frame 2 1/2-story building housed commercial ventures on the first
floor, including a drugstore, a jewelry store, and a Chinese laundry among
others through the second half of the 19th century.

The only Gothic Revival building in Orange Center is the Universalist Church
(ca. 1833, Mg #3, Photo #4) on North Main Street. Moved from its original
location across the street in ca. 1857, this three bay, wood-frame church
retains its original entrance/tower configuration, complete with pointed arch
windows, trefoil inset panels, wood buttresses, and embattlements. A ca. 1889
addition extended the front facade by one bay to either side of the tower.
Universalist Church, the first church constructed in Orange Center, is the
only institutional building of its period extant in the historic district.

Non-industrial development in the 1860s continued to focus on North Main
Street. The former Stephen French (1823-1905) house, now the Orange
Historical Society,41 North Main Street,(Map #4, Photo #5), was the home of
one of Orange's wholesale and retail furniture dealers in the 1870s. The
Italianate-style house is a conglomeration of rectangular blocks, the earliest
portion constructed ca. 1867 and fronting North Main Street. A barn topped
with a cupola--an Italian villa in and of itself--was added to the High Street
(west) side of the building between 1871 and 1884. A continuous run of
brackets beneath the eaves ties together the two portions of this sequentially
designed Italianate building. A Colonial Revival wraparound veranda was added
after 1905.

The present town hall stands on the North Main Street site of the first town
hall, built in 1837 and removed thirty years later. A new building was
constructed by Lewis Hone in 1868 at the cost of approximately $25,000. The
new Orange Town Hal 16 Prospect Street (Map #2, Photo #4).is an Imposing 2
1/2-story brick building of a slightly different design than originally
built. Constructed with a mansard roof—apparently the earliest mansard roof
in Orange Center—the building underwent a modernization ca. 1900, at which
time the mansard roof was removed and a parapet added; a brick armory was
constructed on the rear (west side); and an elaborate brick and stone arcaded
frontspiece with grand stone staircase was added to the main facade. Once
modified, the building housed town offices on the north side and a public
library on the south side, as well as the town's first armory in the rear.
The monumentality of the updated town hall is indicative of the economic
prosperity that had come to Orange by the turn of the 20th century.
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Also by the end of the 1860s, industrial/utilitarian buildings were
constructed primarily south of the Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad tracks
and along Millers River. Orange Furniture Company, Chase Turbine
Manufacturing Company,and Gold Medal (later New Home) Sewing Machine Company
among others built mostly wood-frame storehouses and mills in this area of the
historic district. The oldest extant building is off Water Street, the
Railroad Freight House (ca. 1855-1870, Mgp #16, Photo #6), with a symmetrical
plan and broad gable roof. Brick pilaster-like elements divide the walls into
bays, adding rhythm as well as architectural interest to the side elevations.
The manipulation of wall planes in this early industrial building foreshadows
the elaborate brick ornamental wall surfaces that became so popular on Orange
Center's industrial buildings and commercial facades of the 1880s and 1890s.

Finally, the 1860s brought considerable development along the East Main
Street/West Main Street commercial axis. Four wood-frame commercial
buildings—5-11 East Main Street (Map #9, Photo #7), 13 East Main Street (Map
#10, Photo #7). 15-17 East Main Street (Map #11) and 18-20 East Main Street
(Map #13)--were all constructed by 1870. The first three were updated with
brick facades at a later time (see below). The building at 15-17 East Main
Street is a three bay, two-story commercial block with a mansard roof, A ca.

remodeling extended the main facade beyond the line of the mansard ygof
and toward the street. The present double-bracketed cornice and
scallop-trimmed classical window heads on the storefront were probably added
at that time.

Next to this East Main Street commercial area is the second church in the
district, the Baptist Church, 19 East Main Street, constructed ca. 1873 (Map
#12). Considerably plainer than the district's other buildings, the 2
1/2-story wood-frame church has an arched entrance and a square tower at the
center. The steeple was removed in 1923. No longer used as a church, the
building is now a Masonic lodge.

Two brick buildings constructed along West Main Street in the 1870s Introduced
new ornamental schemes to Orange Center. Putnam Opera House (also known as
the Odd Fellows Block) stands at 7-9 West Main Street (Map #34, Photo #8).
This four-story, seven-bay commercial block built ca. 1877 has a low roof and
a fenestration pattern similar to those of an industrial building, plus brick
"pilasters" rising the full four stories. What distinguishes Putham Opera
House from other brick buildings in the historic district, however, is its
bold, bracketed wood cornice on the main facade. The building underwent
interior remodeling after a fire ca. 1905. Victorian Gothic came to Orange
Center with the construction in 1874 of the Orange Savings Bank, now the ¥
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Vdrkers Credit Lhion at 11-13 East Min Street él\ép #35, Photo #8). The (now
pai nt ed? stone poi nted-arch wndows with Incised carvings on the second story
contrast with the brick wall surfaces ina typically Victorian Gothic nanner,
and the bank's brick corbelled frieze has a Morish flavor as well. Awpod
ga?sard rtopf with heavy dentillated cornicewas renoved ca. 1968 due to severe
eterioration.

A second bank built about seven years later was a nore vernacul ar version of
the Victorian Gothic. Qange National Bak (ca. 1881, Mp #A Photo #20) at
12 North Min Street once had a pol ychromatic gabled entrance, tall chi nmeys,
and a steep hipped roof. Unfortunately, the architectural integrity of the
original building has been lost due to repeated alterations, the nost
extensive of which took place In the 1960s.

The last of the district's vernacular Victorian brick buildings i s Mnorial

Hl 1 (ca. 1892, Mp #1), constructed at 14 Prospect Street by the local post

of the Gand Arny of the Republic. Oiginally aneeting hall” and now a naseum
of local Industry, this nodest brick building has a side entrance tower wth
the only turret roof inthe district. The entrance hood is supported by two

| arge fanlike brackets.

The Ronanesgue style nade a brief appearance In Gange Center after 1890 with
the construction of two institutional buildings. Central School and the
Misoni c Bl ock. Central School (1894, Mp #5, Photo #9) on North Min Street
features a R chardsonian arched entryway and Pal | adi an w ndowon the nain
facade. A||ghter interpretation of the Ronanesgue i s the Misonic B ock
(1892, Mp #15 Photo #10) at 913 South Min Street, O:cup¥| n% the site of
the former Congregational Church, the Misonic Block i s one of the buildings
constructed at the Min Streetsintersection after afire destroyed severa
bui I dings along South and East Min Streetsin Novener 1891, The facade
|n|c| u?es an arcaded third story, recessed brick panels, and stylized brick
pi lasters.

The block at 12-16 East Min Street (ca. 1892, #14, Photo #11) is the
earliest inan extant group of commercial and industrial buildingsconstructed
in Qange Center between ca. 182 and ca. 1902 The ornanental schenes

di SP! ayed inthese brick buildings sharply contrast with the plainer, nore
utilitarian featuresof earlier brick buildings such as the railroad freight
house. A souvenir book of (range published by a local busi nessnan i n 1891
predicted a revitalized interest inornanent: "A the town grows i nsize and
wealth and culture, increased attention will be given to the ornamental, and
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the place become [sic] still more attractive than it is now.” (Souvenir Book,
Compliments of Jay B. Reynolds, Orange, MA. May 1st, 1891, no page numbers).
The three-story commercial block on East Main Street retains its original
off-center entryway topped with brick corbelled shoulders. Corbelling is also
applied for decorative emphasis along the cornice of the main facade, as well
as beneath the chimney stack on the building's east elevation.

The Chase Turbine Manufacturing Company buildings (Map #26 through 29, Photo
#12) constructed In the late 1880s reflect early attempts to add visual
interest to the plain brick wall surfaces of the district's industrial
buildings. Sawtooth ornament is used beneath the cornice and above the
windows of some elevations. The later group of New Home Sewing Machine
Compary buildings (Map #18 through 25, Photo #13) shows a fully developed
brick ornamental scheme. The five buildings on the south side of Millers
River (four ca. 1892, one ca. 1898) and two on the north side (ca. 1898, ca.
1902)—all strictly industrial/utilitarian in function—are distinguished for
their elaborate ornament, from dentils and multilayered cornices with inset
panels to patterned stringcourses. Single round-arched windows and double
segmental-arched windows constitute a predominant fenestration scheme that
unifies the seven buildings, but an occasional departure, such as the lancet
windows of one building, reinforces their individual characters as well. An
iron bridge that once spanned South Main Street, erected sometime between 1892
and 1895, facilitated the movement of equipment and materials between two of
the buildings; bricked-in patches on those two facades are a reminder of the
former bridge, which was dismantled in 1936.

In addition to factories, a building design seen at both the New Hore Sewing
and the Chase Turbine Manufacturing complexes is the iron foundry with a
clerestory monitor roof. The former Orange Foundry (ca. 1883, Mg #25), later
part of New Home Sewing Machine Company, is constructed on a T-plan. The
Chase Turbine Foundry (ca. 1889, Mgp #28), a smaller version of the earlier
foundry, is similar in profile but has a square plan.

The commercial strip adjacent to the New Hame buildings in the southern

portion of the district includes 20-22 South Main Street (ca. 1884, Mgp #32),
a two-story brick store block with a one-story wood-frame porch. One-story
brick commercial buildings were constructed at 26 South Main Street (Map #31,
Photo #3) and 14-14 1/2 South Main Street (Map #33) between ca. 1895 and

1905. The storefronts of the buildings, as with other commercial buildings in
the district, have been modified, but not to such an extent as to significantly
damage the buildings' original architectural integrity.
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A common building practice in early 20th-century Orange Center was the
application of new brick facades to some of the district's pre-1870 wood-frame
buildings along East Main Street. The new facades undoubtedly had an updated
look and a greater air of permanence than their wood-frame predecessors. The
earliest example of such a conversion actually dates from 1893, when a brick
facade with double bracketed cornice was added to 13 East Main Street (Map
#10, Photo #7). By ca. 1910, however, the entire north side of East Main
Street within the district consisted of brick facades. In addition to 13 East
Main, there was a commercial addition to the Goddard Block at 1-3 East Main
Street (Map #8, Photo #15) and 5-11 East Main Street (Map #9, Photo #7): The
two later brick commercial facades are distinguished by their elaborate wood
cornices with modillions and corner consoles. This same type of cornice
appears on Mattawa Block at 17-21 West Main Street (Map #36, Photo #8), a
commercial block clad In brick with the present facade probably added by ca.
1910. Improvements to commercial buildings along the town's primary east-west
axis in the early 20th century were likely due at least in part to the
presence of an electric trolley line that ran from Athol through Orange Center
(via East and West Main Streets) from ca. 1895 to ca. 1933. The latest
instance of facade updating along the commercial corridor was the addition of
a brick facade to the wood-frame commercial block at 18-20 East Main Street in
1926 (Map #13).

The railroad crossing and river account for most of the gaps in the continuity
of the district's streetscape. A brick office and apartment building built by
Abe Putham in 1890 and known locally as "Abraham's Temple" burned in a 1978
fire; the site across Prospect Street from Town Hall is now a parking lot.

The land off South Main Street near the present Depot and Water Streets has
always been a transitional point between commercial buildings to the north and
industrial buildings to the south. A ca. 1920s wood-frame Railroad Crossing
Gate House (Map #39) on Depot Street is extant and now serves as a taxi

stand. THe wood-frame buildings fronting South Main Street were razed and the
land cleared and planted in 1934. Now the town common or Memorial Park (Photo
#14) contains a bronze statue of a soldier and a young boy (1934, Mgp #17)
sculpted by Joseph Pollla of New York City. Finally, a granite-columned
fountain (Map #38) has marked the town center—at the Main Streets

Tntersecti on—since 1904.

Most buildings in the district are occupied and are currently in good to fair
condition. Economic decline from the late 1930s to the 1970s resulted in

reuse of many 19th and early 20th-century commercial buildings. Alteration to
historic fabric has been confined primarily to ground-floor storefronts of the
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New Hore Sewing Machine Company buildings were later constructed. Among those
wood-frame mills, of which no trace remains, was the wooden pail mill built by
Robert Carpenter in the early 1830s.2 Carpenter's Mills and others probably
still existed by the time development began in the northern end of the
historic district.

Well on its way to becoming a manufacturing center, the crossroads community
that was to become Orange Center first acquired its identity as the town's
institutional core with the construction of the first Town Hall and
Universalist Church by the late 1830s. The historic district at Orange Center
is also significant as a barometer of the town's economic condition throughout
its history. The growth generated by Orange's various manufacturing
industries, regardless of whether those industries actually operated out of
the Center, was always apparent in the historic district. Commercial
buildings such as the Goddard Block, Whipple Block, 24 North Main Street and
26-28 North Main Street were constructed to meet the requirements of the
Center's expanding business community by the third quarter of the 19th century.

Construction of the Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad through Orange in 1846
further expanded the Center's potential for industrial and commercial
development. Connecting Orange with other towns along the Millers River
industrial corridor, the railroad also facilitated shipment of materials and
manufactured products in a manner that was cheaper and faster than had been
previously possible over roads. Warehouses and other storage buildings were
constructed near the railroad depot east of South Main Street. Although the
original railroad depot was removed ca. 1860,* a single Railroad Freight
House, constructed before 1870 and currently used for storage by Rodney Hunt
Co., is extant. The railroad was known as the Fitchburg Railroad in the
1890s, and was still later leased to the Boston & Maine Company for 99
years.4 Offering passenger service for 113years, the railroad now operates
only as a freight line.”

Ore industry that had a "ware room" next to the railroad tracks was French
Brothers & Co., a furniture manufacturer. The manufacture of chairs and
cabinetware was the largest industry in Orange in terms of numbers of
employees in the mid-1850s,* but unfortunately no evidence of these

furniture factories remains in the historic district. Production of
woodenware in general dominated the town's economy in the mid-19th century,
especially before 1865; an abundance of raw materials and lumber mills in the
immediate vicinity best explains this phenomenon. French Bros, were
advertised in an 1871 Franklin County atlas as "Wholesale and Retail Dealers
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Furni shing Goods. Th

r. Dning Ramand Kitchen Furnjture and Hus
n

0 e
e Fresi dent of the conpany, Sephen French, built his

house (nowthe range Historical_ Society building) onthehill inthenorth
end of the historic district, French rnot only excelled inthe furniture .

i ndustry, but was involved with the production of thefirst sewng nachine i n
Qange as wel . : [ N Ao

It was the nachine shop rather than the furniture industry, however, which had
the nost lasting inpact on the architectural and historical significance of

the Qange Genter Hstoric District. The ol dest of the town's manufacturing
conpani es, Rodney Hint Michine ., has operat ed continuously i n Qange since
about 1840.S Originally a producer of water wheel s. Hint, te &Flint (as
the conpany was called 1 nthe 19th cent ury%hgl so manuf act ured woolen m ||

machi nery and upright and circular saws. The Rodney Hint @. conplex |ies
out si de the boundaries of the historic district, but the aforenentioned
Railroad Freight House i slikely the sane one narked i nthe 1871 Franklin
Quunty atlas as belongingto Hint, Wite & Flint.

A manufact uring cor conpl ex located entirely within the boundaries of the
historic district is that of the Gase Turbi ne Manufacturing . Angjor
presence i nthe Center since its establishment i n@angeinthe |860s,"

(hase Turbi ne (or Chase Machi nery and Sjﬁpll%i @. as it 1snmwknow) has
operated fromthe sane | ocation off Sout n Street for nore than a
century. Fomits conplex onthe north bank of MIlers Rver next to the

@ ange Furniture Gonpany (nowgone). (hase Tur bi ne produced water wheel s, then
| unber - wor ki n% nachi nes, circular sawm|lls, and power feed saw nachi nes, and
still later shafting, gearlng, and general nachi nery. ™ The first nachi ne
shop, built ca. 186o, burned inafire in 1883, at which tinethe present
brick nachine shop was constructed. ™ Qher extant buildings i nthe conpl ex

I ncl ude two storehouses (ca 1885) and a brick iron foundry.

The growth of Qrange Genter and town i ngeneral i nthe second half of the 19th
century can be largely attributed to the success of a single |ndustr?/: t he
B(reoductm.n of sewng nmachines. The sew ng nachine industry was the largest to

established i n Qange before the Civil Ver. Newspapers of the period note
that Sephen French Thonas H Wite nade the first sewng nachinesi n
Qange i nthe spring of 1862, after noving their business to Gange Genter
fromEast Tenpi eton, Missachusetts.”2 French and Wite operated out of a
wood-frane shop on the north bank of the river, enploying up toforty nen
before Wite sold his share of the partnership to Fench and noved to
Qeveland i n 1865.
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In aparallel devel opnent, AndrewJ. Qark and Wlliam P Barker, a gentlenman
formerly involved with the af orenmentioned East Tenpi eton sew ng nachi ne

busi ness, began manufacturing Hone Shuttle and NawEngland Single Thread

sew ng nachines i n@ange Center i nthe 1860s. Their busi ness event ual | %/
operated fromthe sane South Min Street shop vacated by French and Wiite.
Arter a series of omnershg%transfers and nanagenent changes, the original

busi ness reorgani zed i n 1869 as the Gl d Mdal Sewng Machi ne Gnpany, a nene
whi ch reflects the conpany's recent acquisition of the patent to produce the
Gl d Mdal Swng Machine. Cl ark was president, John VW Weeler (later

the president of NewHe Sewng Michine @.) was secretary/treasurer, and
Sephen French (later of the furniture brothers fmr? was f1rst N
superintendent. The corporation, which enployed at [east forty nen, ™
loroduced sew ng nachines i na conpl ex of Rumarll wood frane bui | di ngs
ocated on both banks of MIlers Rver. Al of these buildings were replaced
with brick buildings beginninginthelast decade of the 19th century,
\l/)hllcf\}v)tl e t he conpany vias knoan as the New Hne Sewng Mchine Q. (see

el ow).

The new industrial development in Orange Center touched off concomitant
commercial and institutional growth by the late 1869s. Construction of a new
Town Hall (1868) and expansion of the East Main Street/South Main Street
conmercial area are directly related to steady activity in the town's machine
shops. This activity appears to have continued throughout the Civil War
years. By the mid-1870s the total value of the town's manufactured products
was $782,149, the second highest in Franklin County after Montague/Turners
Falls. Nearly half of this amount was from sewing machines. Next largest was
the output of the Rodney Hunt and Chase Turbine companies, and third was the
output of the town's four furniture shops.

Further evidence of greater prosperity and economic activity in Orange was the
organization of two banks within three years in Orange Center: the Orange
Savings Bank (1872) and the Orange National Bank (1875).16 jhe two banks
shared quarters in the Whipple Block" until ca. 1874, when the Savings Bank
moved into its new building at 11-13 West Main Street. By 1881, the National
Bank occupied its new building across the street at 12 North Main Street.

Two new buildings reflected the increase in population—from 2,497 persons in
1875 to 3,169 by 1880"—that accompanied the town's continuing expansion in
the 1870s. Abraham Putnam operated a hotel (now gone) on West Main Street,
known as Franklin House in the 1870s and the Pumnam House still later, in
conjunction with the Pumnam Opera House across the street. The influence of
Abe Putnam in Orange Center was felt into the 20th century, for he constructed
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yet another building, abrick office and apartnent bl ock, which occupied the
sout hwest corner of Prospect and North Min Streets until the late 1970s.
A'so inthe early 1870s, the Baptist Church congregation built a new church on
East Min Street. That building i s mow a Msonic lodge.

The 1830s vas a decade of industry in Qange Center, wth construction
occurring at the mll conpl exes on both banks of MIlers Rver. In1882 the e
NwHNe Sewng Mchi ne ves forned fromthe Gld Mda corporation,
ad remained the na or industryinthe tom of Oan%e until its departure ca.
1930. The largest enployer in"Franklin Gunty by 1890, t he Nw Hre

C s growth contributed to a doubling of the tow' s popul ation from 1870
to 1890.20° B/ 1890, the conparny enpl oyed nare than 600 enpl oyees and

occupi ed a conpl ex of buildingswth atotal floor area in excess of 450,000
square feet.M it was inthe 1890s that NwHrMe began construction of
brick factory buildingsto replaceits woaod frane buiI'dings a ong South Min
ad Vst R ver Streets,

Afire in 181 destroyed several wood-frane coomercial bl ocks at the Center's
Min Streets intersection, primarily around the sout heast corner. The

bui | di ngs destroyed included the Gongregational Church on South Min Street.
In 1892, three brick blocks were built on the site of those burned: 12-16
East Min Street, Nam B ock (frontln% South Min Street, ad the Misonic
Block) at 913 South Min Street on the forner site of the Qongr egat i onal
Church. The Mm Bock wth its nassive clocktower inturn burned in _
1954, Shortly thereafter, the present one-story brick block at 1-7 South Min
was constructed to repl ace sone of the commercia space |ost to the fire.

In Decentoer 1893, no doubt pronmted by the steady increase in popul ation at
the tom center. Qange residents voted at a tow neeting to erect a new
school on the corner of North Min Street and Shool Street inthe northern
end of the historic district. The spacious rew school, appropriately called
CGentral School, replaced an earlier and noch snal | er wood-Trane school
bui I ding |ocated on the sane corner. Gnpleted in Mrch 184, Central Shool
was vacated in 1957 wth the consolidation of (ange student bodies at the
newy opened Mhar Regional School T(servm (Qange and Erving), |ocated
further south on Route 122.72 The forner Central School has since been
Eberm)det | ed inside to provide space for apartnents and the state District Law
urt.

The nost recent Naw ke buil dings were constructed at the turn of the 20th
century. Qnpletion of the South Min Street coomercial strip, the
even-nuntoered side of the street, occurred about the sane tine. Qontinued
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expansion of the New Home company precipitated its boom years, 1904-1910, when
as many as 743 employees turned out 400 to 500 sewing machines daily.23

The six extant brick New Hore buildings along South Main and West River
Streets were all constructed during these expansion years, providing wash
rooms, assembling rooms, inspecting rooms, tool rooms, machine rooms,
needlemaking facilities, storage space, and offices for the company, whose
real estate holdings by that time totaled nearly fourteen acres. Three ofthe
buildings replaced wood-frame structures; the others were constructed on empty
spaces within the New Hore complex. The complex also includes the Orange
Foundry, built in 1883.

The town of Orange reached its peak population during the New Hame boom, with
5,578 persons in 1905.24 /~Nisoin those years, the Athol and Orange Electric
Railroad rantrolleys from Athol through Orange Center down East and West Main
Streets. Thetrolley continued operations until ca. 1933.25 There was also
a corresponding emphasis placed on upgrading the buildings along the Center's
commercial axes in the early years of the 20th century. In the 1910s, new
brick fronts were added to wood-frame buildings along East and West Main
Street, including the Mattawa Block andthe Goddard Block. The Town Hall also
uggeawent a facelift ca. 1913, at which time the Renaissance Revival front was
added.

There was little new development at Orange Center in the 1920s, although some
building activity occurred at the east end of the historic district on the
initiative of Louis Plotkin of the Plotkin Furniture Company. A highly
visible personality in Orange Center in the 1920s and 1930s, Plotkin updated
the facade of his store in the Washbum Block at 18-20 East Main (ca. 1926),
and later was instrumental in rebuilding on the southeast corner of the Main
Streets intersection after the Mann Block fire of 1954.26

Economic decline had begun in Orange Center by the early 1930s. The New Hore
Sewing Machine Co., a major source of employment and income for the town since
the 19th century, had been purchased by Free Sewing Machine Company of
Rockford, Illinois, andthe Orange factory was abandoned in the move to new
corporate headquarters. Since then, the buildings have been parceled outto
various manufacturing companies still operating in Orange, among them Erving
Paper Corporation and Chase Machinery and Supply Company. The Chase Turbine
buildings are still owned by Chase Machinery and Supply Company.
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The last major development of historical significance to occur within the
historic district boundaries was the completion of Memorial Park, or the town
common. Once pasture, and later the location of shops and bars in the late
19th to early 20th centuries, the land on this site bound by South Main and
Water Streets was cleared and planted in 1933-1934. At the center of the park
stands a bronze statue of a boy and soldier, designed by Joseph P. Pollia of
New York City. The statue, dedicated in 1934 to those residents of Orange who
died in World War I, drew nationwide attention for its controversial subject
matter: its inscription, "It Shall Not Be Again,” was widely regarded as an
expression of pacifism in the pre-World War 11 days.

The Orange Center Historic District is an excellent example of the
institutional, Conmercial, and industrial growth and subsequent decline
experienced by a typical Massachusetts mill town over the course of almost two
centuries. Looking along the two Main Street axes in the historic district,
today's visitor sees Orange Center largely as it appeared by the 1930s; later
Intrusions are few and are of insufficient scale and importance to compromise
the district's overall architectural and historical integrity. The building
functions and architectural styles recall the days of the town's manufacturing
glory. Completed and proposed rehabilitations of several of the district's
buildings will maintain those historical associations for future generations.

1/\
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Verbal Boundary Description "

The boundaries of the Orange Center Historic District are outlined on the
attached assessor's mgp of the district.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries were chosen to include the greatest concentration of 19th-
and early 20th-century institutional, commercial, and industrial buildings
comprising the town center. The district is architecturally and historically
cohesive and distinct in character from surrounding areas. The boundaries
were drawn to include portions of the railroad tracks and Millers River, but
to exclude adjacent residential neighborhoods to the north, east, and south,
as well as peripherial noncontributing properties in Orange Center.

District,
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January 12, 1989

Carol Shuil
National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service JAN 171989
P.O. Box 37127

i NATIONAL
Washington, DC 20013-7127 BEGJSTER

Dear Ms. Shuil:
Enclosed you will find the following nomination forms:

Springfield, Belle and Franklin Streets Historic District
The Grant, 77 Belle Street, HPCA #11053MA
The Johnson, 790 Belle Street, HPCA #11054MA
The Lincoln, 87 Belle Street, HPCA #11055MA
The Buchanan, 91 Belle Street, HPCA #11056MA
The Pierce, 97 Belle Street, HPCA #11057MA
The Fillmore, 103 Belle Street, HPCA #11058MA

Orange, Orange Center Historic District
12-16 East Main Street, HPCA #10924MA
Masonic Block, 9-13 South Main Street, HPCA #11092MA

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been sighed by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were

afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are attached
to the nomination forms.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedber _
National Register Director
Massachusetts H storical Gonmissi on

Encl osure;
BH di

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617)727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



