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1. Name of Property 
historic nanfie Orange Center Histovic Disciict: 
other names/site number 

2. Location Po r t i ons o f N o r t h . South. EAst and We,sr Main StrPPtc;; W e s t R i v e r RtT-^»t>^-
street & number Prospect S t r e e t ; Water S t r e e t ; Depot S t r e e t . N/ not for publication' 
City, town Orange N/ ^ 1 vicinity 
state Mas.sar.husetts code oP-i county F r ; , n k l i n code O i l zip code 0136/1 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

1x1 private 

[ y l public-local 

I I public-State ^ 

I I public-Federal 

1 >T 

Category of Property 

I I building(s) 

F Y ] district 

• site '"• 'J- ' 
I I structure ' ' 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 

. — 

f ifc.! : 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
N/A 

.39-

Noncontributing 

5 buildings 

sites 

structures 

0 objects 

s Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register p 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, the property [ j p meets I lZldoes not meet the National Register criteria. I l l ] See continuation sheet. 

V(XlUXI [(( L̂ A,̂ £̂ .(f Uv .Y\. -S. I 
Signature of certifying official 

Executive Director Massachusetts Historical rommj^sion 
State or Federal agency and bureau State H i s t o r i c P re se rva t ion O f f i c e r 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Parit Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

C e n t e r e d in the National Register. ' 

I I See continuation sheet. * ' 

I I determined eligible for the National 

Register. Q See continuation sheet, 

I I determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 

HH other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6 . F u n c t i o n o r U s e n r a " C ' ' H i c r r . i - i f ~ n i g ^ r ^ r t , O r a n g e . M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

See Continuation Sheet See Continuation Sheet 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Mid-19th Century: Greek R e v i v a l , Gothic R e v i v a l , » u • i 
foundation b r i c k 

I t a l i a n V i l l a ,, , 
. _ . walls brick 

Late Victorian: Victorian, Second Empire, Victorian , u A .. ̂ . _ , _ ' J ' „ D„ - 1 wood: weatherboard 
G o t h i c , I t a l i a n a t e , S e c o n d Renaissance Revival, Kichardsonian Romanesque, Romanesque Revival .̂ ^ j ^ /K ~ ^ 

^ . . „ « .other stone; sands tone/brownstone * " 1 Late 19th & 20th Century American Movements: Commercia 
Other: Mid-19th Century U t i l i t a r i a n , Late 19th Century I n d u s t r i a l 

roof asphalt 
Stone; 
glass 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

ySuimary D e s c r i p t i o n 

Located in the center of Orange, the northeasternnost town in Franklin County, 
the Orange Center Historic District is corposed of caimercial, industrial, and 
institutional buildings that are evidence the town's rapid growth from the 
late 1830s to ca. 1935. Cbntaining the intersection of North, South, East, 
and West Main Streets, the district boundaries also include a portion of 
Millers River, which bisects tlie lower portion of the district. The district 
encompasses nearly twelve acres arxl contains thirty-nine contrilxiting 
elements, irKluding thie Town Hall, a former meeting hall, two duirches (one 
now a lodge), a bank, a former school, several caimercial blocks, a railroad 
fr e i ^ t house, remnants of the New Home Sewing Machine Conpany, thie Chase 
Turbine Manufacturing Conpany, one fountain, and one statue in a pii}lic park. 
Five buildings are considered noncontributing, one due to extensive exterior 
alteration, and the others due to their more recent dates of construction. 
Most of the contrilxiting buildings were constructed during a peak period in 
Orange's carmerciai and industrial development, touched off by the opening of 
a Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad station In 1846, and sustained by the 
growth of the town's manufacturing industries until the mid-i930s. 

Iti/sicai Developnent 

The street grid of Orange Center is based on early transportation routes and 
predates significant development. A colonial-period east-west route along 
Millers River, also known as the old Mohawk Indian trail, is now Route 2A or 
East and West Main Streets throu^ the historic district. The north-south 
hî Tway to New Salem, which included the bridge over Millers River, is now 
Route 122 or North and South Afain Streets throu^ tlie district. These two 
axes organized the physical growth of Orange Center. 

The town of Orange was a secondary settlement with a primarily agricultural 
economy in the early 19th century. Tiie Center began to develop as the town's 
civic focus in the late 1830s, with the 1837 completion of th» first Town Hail 

•K ^ \ - • ^ » > -*. X See continuation sheet 
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Function or Use (continued) 

Historic Functions (continued) 

commerce/trade: department store 
industry: manufacturing facility 
commerce/trade: financial institution 
social: meeting hall 
religion: religious structure 
government: city hall 
transportation: rail-related 
education: school 
landscape: street furniture/object 
landscape: park 

Current Functions (continued) 

commerce/trade: department store 
industry: manufacturing facility 
industry: storage 
work in progress 
recreation and culture: museum 
commerce/trade; business 
government: city hall 
religion: religious structure 
landscape: street furniture/object 
landscape: park 
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facing North Main Street in the northern end of the histor ic d i s t r i c t . The 
street grid expanded accordingly to include creation of Prospect Street. 
Early development in general occurred primarily in the north end of the 
d i s t r i c t . . ^ „ , , 

Expansion continued in the 1840s with the opening in 1846 of regional 
connections to Fitchburg and Boston via the Vermont and Massachusetts 
Railroad. This action established Orange Center as a component in the rapidly 
developing east-west industrial corridor along Mil lers River and encouraged 
greater commercial development of the downtown area. Ensuing commercial and 
residential development occurred along East Main Street, South Main Street, 
and the original Depot Street (now Water Street). Depot Street connected the 
other two streets via the new railroad depot (now gone) southeast of the main 
intersection. Commercial development at Orange Center was also direct ly 
related to the successes of the town's furniture and machine manufacturing 
industries located in the d i s t r i c t ' s southwest quarter; these brought people, 
capi ta l , and greater opportunity to Orange for nearly ninety years. 

The ear l iest extant buildings in the Orange Center Historic D is t r ic t mark the 
advent of this period of intense industrial and commercial development. Of 
the Greek Revival sty le, the d i s t r i c t ' s best representative is the Goddard 
Block at 10 North Main Street (ca. 1844, Map #8, Photo #1), a 2 1/2-story r; 
wood-frame building that contained residential and commercial space in the 
north and west portions, respectively, of the L-plan. This building 
or ig inal ly had a projecting portico of Doric columns, removed in a ca. 1880s 
remodeling and enlargement, although the pilasters of the original front are 
s t i l l v is ib le . Despite an addition to the commercial facade ca. 1915, the 
Goddard Block retains i t s Greek Revival s p i r i t with i t s wide pilaster 
cornerboards and guttae-trimmed architraves, and pedimented dormers. 

The Whipple Block (ca. 1848, Map #37, Photo #2), the sister Greek Revival 
building to the Goddard Block, is located at 2 West Main Street,directly 
across the street. Once the town's general store and post o f f i ce , the Whipple 
Block was remodeled ca. 1875, at which time the original south-facing 
projecting portico and corner pilasters were removed, the present main facade 
extended, and the entire building bracketed in the Italianate sty le. 

Simpler versions of the Greek Revival style are 24 North Main Street (ca. 
1850, Map #7) and 26-28 North Main Street (ca. 1849, Map #6), similar to the 
Goddard Block in their wood-frame construction and orientation of gable-end to 
street. Both buildings have provided Orange Center with commercial space 
continuously since ca. 1870. Final ly , a 
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vernacular Greek Revival double house remains at 28-30 South Main Street (ca. 
1860, Map #30, Photo #3). Like i t s North Main Street counterparts, this broad 
gabled wood-frame 2 1/2-story building housed commercial ventures on the f i r s t 
f loor , including a drugstore, a jewelry store, and a Chinese laundry among 
others through the second half of the 19th century. 

The only Gothic Revival building in Orange Center is the Universalist Church 
(ca. 1833, Map #3, Photo #4) on North Main Street. Moved from i t s original 
location across the street in ca. 1857, this three bay, wood-frame church 
retains i t s original entrance/tower configuration, complete with pointed arch 
windows, t re fo i l inset panels, wood buttresses, and embattlements. A ca. 1889 
addition extended the front facade by one bay to either side of the tower. 
Universalist Church, the f i r s t church constructed in Orange Center, is the 
only inst i tut ional building of i t s period extant in the historic d i s t r i c t . 

Non-industrial development in the 1860s continued to focus on North Main 
Street. The former Stephen French (1823-1905) house, now the Orange 
Historical Society,41 North Main Street,(Map #4, Photo #5), was the home of 
one of Orange's wholesale and reta i l furniture dealers in the 1870s. The 
Ital ianate-style house is a conglomeration of rectangular blocks, the earl iest 
portion constructed ca. 1867 and fronting North Main Street. A barn topped 
with a cupola--an I ta l ian v i l l a in and of itself--was added to the High Street 
(west) side of the building between 1871 and 1884. A continuous run of 
brackets beneath the eaves t ies together the two portions of this sequentially 
designed Ital ianate building. A Colonial Revival wraparound veranda was added 
after 1905. 

The present town hall stands on the North Main Street site of the f i r s t town 
h a l l , bu i l t in 1837 and removed th i r t y years la ter . A new building was 
constructed by Lewis Howe in 1868 at the cost of approximately $25,000. The 
new Orange Town Hal 1̂ 6 Prospect Street (Map #2, Photo #4).is an Imposing 2 
1/2-story brick building of a s l ight ly di f ferent design than or iginal ly 
bu i l t . Constructed with a mansard roof—apparently the earl iest mansard roof 
in Orange Center—the building underwent a modernization ca. 1900, at which 
time the mansard roof was removed and a parapet added; a brick armory was 
constructed on the rear (west side); and an elaborate brick and stone arcaded 
frontspiece with grand stone staircase was added to the main facade. Once 
modified, the building housed town offices on the north side and a public 
l ibrary on the south side, as well as the town's f i r s t armory in the rear. 
The monumentality of the updated town hall is indicative of the economic 
prosperity that had come to Orange by the turn of the 20th century. 
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Also by the end of the 1860s, indus t r ia l /u t i l i ta r ian buildings were 
constructed primarily south of the Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad tracks 
and along Mil lers River. Orange Furniture Company, Chase Turbine 
Manufacturing Company,and Gold Medal ( later New Home) Sewing Machine Company 
among others bu i l t mostly wood-frame storehouses and mi l ls in this area of the 
histor ic d i s t r i c t . The oldest extant building is o f f Water Street, the 
Railroad Freight House (ca. 1855-1870, Map #16, Photo #6), with a symmetrical 
plan and broad gable roof. Brick p i laster- l ike elements divide the walls into 
bays, adding rhythm as well as architectural interest to the side elevations. 
The manipulation of wall planes in this early industrial building foreshadows 
the elaborate brick ornamental wall surfaces that became so popular on Orange 
Center's industrial buildings and commercial facades of the 1880s and 1890s. 

Final ly, the 1860s brought considerable development along the East Main 
Street/West Main Street commercial axis. Four wood-frame commercial 
buildings—5-11 East Main Street (Map #9, Photo #7), 13 East Main Street (Map 
#10, Photo #7). 15-17 East Main Street (Map #11) and 18-20 East Main Street 
(Map #13)--were a l l constructed by 1870. The f i r s t three were updated with 
brick facades at a later time (see below). The building at 15-17 East Main 
Street is a three bay, two-story commercial block A ca. 

roof 
_ two-story commercial block with a mansard roof, 
remodeling extended the main facade beyond the l ine of the mansard 

and toward the street. The present double-bracketed cornice and 
scallop-trimmed classical window heads on the storefront were probably added 
at that time. 

Next to this East Main Street commercial area is the second church in the 
d i s t r i c t , the Baptist Church, 19 East Main Street, constructed ca. 1873 (Map 
#12). Considerably plainer than the d i s t r i c t ' s other buildings, the 2 
1/2-story wood-frame church has an arched entrance and a square tower at the 
center. The steeple was removed in 1923. No longer used as a church, the 
building is now a Masonic lodge. 

Two brick buildings constructed along West Main Street in the 1870s Introduced 
new ornamental schemes to Orange Center. Putnam Opera House (also known as 
the Odd Fellows Block) stands at 7-9 West Main Street (Map #34, Photo #8). 
This four-story, seven-bay commercial block bu i l t ca. 1877 has a low roof and 
a fenestration pattern similar to those of an industrial building, plus brick 
"pi lasters" r is ing the f u l l four stories. What distinguishes Putnam Opera 
House from other brick buildings in the historic d i s t r i c t , however, is i t s 
bold, bracketed wood cornice on the main facade. The building underwent 
in ter ior remodeling after a f i r e ca. 1905. Victorian Gothic came to Orange 
Center with the construction in 1874 of the Orange Savings Bank, now the ;* 

i i 

-»trt>o'in,i,a-,.jt'Ai Mi 
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Workers Credit Union at 11-13 East Main Street (Map #35, Photo #8). The (now 
painted) stone pointed-arch windows with Incised carvings on the second story 
contrast with the brick wall surfaces in a typically Victorian Gothic manner, 
and the bank's brick corbelled frieze has a Moorish flavor as well. A wood 
mansard roof with heavy dentillated cornice was removed ca. 1968 due to severe 
deterioration. 

A second bank built about seven years later was a more vernacular version of 
the Victorian Gothic. Orange National Bank (ca. 1881, Map #A, Photo #20) at 
12 North Main Street once had a polychromatic gabled entrance, tall chimneys, 
and a steep hipped roof. Unfortunately, the architectural integrity of the 
original building has been lost due to repeated alterations, the most 
extensive of which took place In the 1960s. 

The last of the district's vernacular Victorian brick buildings is Memorial 
Hal 1 (ca. 1892, Map #1), constructed at 14 Prospect Street by the local post 
of the Grand Army of the Republic. Originally a meeting hall and now a museum 
of local Industry, this modest brick building has a side entrance tower with 
the only turret roof in the district. The entrance hood is supported by two 
large fanlike brackets. 

The Romanesque style made a brief appearance In Orange Center after 1890 with 
the construction of two institutional buildings. Central School and the 
Masonic Block. Central School (1894, Map #5, Photo #9) on North Main Street 
features a Richardsonian arched entryway and Palladian window on the main 
facade. A lighter interpretation of the Romanesque is the Masonic Block 
(1892, Map #15, Photo #10) at 9-13 South Main Street. Occupying the site of 
the former Congregational Church, the Masonic Block is one of the buildings 
constructed at the Main Streets intersection after a fire destroyed several 
buildings along South and East Main Streets in November 1891. The facade 
includes an arcaded third story, recessed brick panels, and stylized brick 
pilasters. 

The block at 12-16 East Main Street (ca. 1892, map #14, Photo #11) is the 
earliest in an extant group of commercial and industrial buildings constructed 
in Orange Center between ca. 1892 and ca. 1902. The ornamental schemes 
displayed in these brick buildings sharply contrast with the plainer, more 
utilitarian features of earlier brick buildings such as the railroad freight 
house. A souvenir book of Orange published by a local businessman in 1891 
predicted a revitalized interest in ornament: "As the town grows in size and 
wealth and culture, increased attention will be given to the ornamental, and 
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the place become [s ic ] s t i l l more attract ive than i t is now." (Souvenir Book, 
Compliments of Jay B. Reynolds, Orange, MA. May 1st, 1891, no page numbers). 
The three-story commercial block on East Main Street retains i t s original 
off-center entryway topped with brick corbelled shoulders. Corbelling is also 
applied for decorative emphasis along the cornice of the main facade, as well 
as beneath the chimney stack on the building's east elevation. 

The Chase Turbine Manufacturing Company buildings (Map #26 through 29, Photo 
#12) constructed In the late 1880s ref lect early attempts to add visual 
interest to the plain brick wall surfaces of the d i s t r i c t ' s industrial 
buildings. Sawtooth ornament is used beneath the cornice and above the 
windows of some elevations. The later group of New Home Sewing Machine 
Company buildings (Map #18 through 25, Photo #13) shows a fu l l y developed 
brick ornamental scheme. The f ive buildings on the south side of Mil lers 
River (four ca. 1892, one ca. 1898) and two on the north side (ca. 1898, ca. 
1902)—all s t r i c t l y indus t r ia l /u t i l i t a r ian in function—are distinguished for 
their elaborate ornament, from denti ls and multilayered cornices with inset 
panels to patterned stringcourses. Single round-arched windows and double 
segmental-arched windows constitute a predominant fenestration scheme that 
unifies the seven buildings, but an occasional departure, such as the lancet 
windows of one bui lding, reinforces their individual characters as wel l . An 
iron bridge that once spanned South Main Street, erected sometime between 1892 
and 1895, fac i l i ta ted the movement of equipment and materials between two of 
the buildings; bricked-in patches on those two facades are a reminder of the 
former bridge, which was dismantled in 1936. 

In addition to factories, a building design seen at both the New Home Sewing 
and the Chase Turbine Manufacturing complexes is the iron foundry with a 
clerestory monitor roof. The former Orange Foundry (ca. 1883, Map #25), later 
part of New Home Sewing Machine Company, is constructed on a T-plan. The 
Chase Turbine Foundry (ca. 1889, Map #28), a smaller version of the ear l ier 
foundry, is similar in prof i le but has a square plan. 

The commercial s t r ip adjacent to the New Home buildings in the southern 
portion of the d i s t r i c t includes 20-22 South Main Street (ca. 1884, Map #32), 
a two-story brick store block with a one-story wood-frame porch. One-story 
brick commercial buildings were constructed at 26 South Main Street (Map #31, 
Photo #3) and 14-14 1/2 South Main Street (Map #33) between ca. 1895 and 
1905. The storefronts of the buildings, as with other commercial buildings in 
the d i s t r i c t , have been modified, but not to such an extent as to signif icant ly 
damage the buildings' original architectural in tegr i ty . 
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A common building practice in early 20th-century Orange Center was the 
application of new brick facades to some of the d i s t r i c t ' s pre-1870 wood-frame 
buildings along East Main Street. The new facades undoubtedly had an updated 
look and a greater a i r of permanence than their wood-frame predecessors. The 
earl iest example of such a conversion actually dates from 1893, when a brick 
facade with double bracketed cornice was added to 13 East Main Street (Map 
#10, Photo #7). By ca. 1910, however, the entire north side of East Main 
Street within the d i s t r i c t consisted of brick facades. In addition to 13 East 
Main, there was a commercial addition to the Goddard Block at 1-3 East Main 
Street (Map #8, Photo #15) and 5-11 East Main Street (Map #9, Photo #7): The 
two later brick commercial facades are distinguished by their elaborate wood 
cornices with modillions and corner consoles. This same type of cornice 
appears on Mattawa Block at 17-21 West Main Street (Map #36, Photo #8), a 
commercial block clad In brick with the present facade probably added by ca. 
1910. Improvements to commercial buildings along the town's primary east-west 
axis in the early 20th century were l ike ly due at least in part to the 
presence of an electr ic t ro l ley l ine that ran from Athol through Orange Center 
(via East and West Main Streets) from ca. 1895 to ca. 1933. The latest 
instance of facade updating along the commercial corridor was the addition of 
a brick facade to the wood-frame commercial block at 18-20 East Main Street in 
1926 (Map #13). 

The railroad crossing and river account for most of the gaps in the continuity 
of the d i s t r i c t ' s streetscape. A brick off ice and apartment building bu i l t by 
Abe Putnam in 1890 and known local ly as "Abraham's Temple" burned in a 1978 
f i r e ; the si te across Prospect Street from Town Hall is now a parking l o t . 

The land of f South Main Street near the present Depot and Water Streets has 
always been a transit ional point between commercial buildings to the north and 
industrial buildings to the south. A ca. 1920s wood-frame Railroad Crossing 
Gate House (Map #39) on Depot Street is extant and now serves as a taxi 
stand. TFFe wood-frame buildings fronting South Main Street were razed and the 
land cleared and planted in 1934. Now the town common or Memorial Park (Photo 
#14) contains a bronze statue of a soldier and a young boy (1934, Map #17) 
sculpted by Joseph Pol 11a of New York City. Final ly , a granite-columned 
fountain (Map #38) has marked the town center—at the Main Streets 
Tntersecti on—since 1904. 

Most buildings in the d i s t r i c t are occupied and are currently in good to fa i r 
condition. Economic decline from the late 1930s to the 1970s resulted in 
reuse of many 19th and early 20th-century commercial buildings. Alteration to 
historic fabric has been confined primarily to ground-floor storefronts of the 
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New Home Sewing Machine Company buildings were later constructed. Among those 
wood-frame m i l l s , of which no trace remains, was the wooden pail mi l l bu i l t by 
Robert Carpenter in the early 1830s.2 Carpenter's Mi l ls and others probably 
s t i l l existed by the time development began in the northern end of the 
histor ic d i s t r i c t . 

Well on i t s way to becoming a manufacturing center, the crossroads community 
that was to become Orange Center f i r s t acquired i t s identi ty as the town's 
inst i tut ional core with the construction of the f i r s t Town Hall and 
Universalist Church by the late 1830s. The histor ic d i s t r i c t at Orange Center 
is also signif icant as a barometer of the town's economic condition throughout 
i t s history. The growth generated by Orange's various manufacturing 
industries, regardless of whether those industries actually operated out of 
the Center, was always apparent in the historic d i s t r i c t . Commercial 
buildings such as the Goddard Block, Whipple Block, 24 North Main Street and 
26-28 North Main Street were constructed to meet the requirements of the 
Center's expanding business community by the thi rd quarter of the 19th century. 

Construction of the Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad through Orange in 1846 
further expanded the Center's potential for industrial and commercial 
development. Connecting Orange with other towns along the Mil lers River 
industrial corr idor, the railroad also fac i l i ta ted shipment of materials and 
manufactured products in a manner that was cheaper and faster than had been 
previously possible over roads. Warehouses and other storage buildings were 
constructed near the railroad depot east of South Main Street. Although the 
original railroad depot was removed ca. 1860,-^ a single Railroad Freight 
House, constructed before 1870 and currently used for storage by Rodney Hunt 
Co., is extant. The railroad was known as the Fitchburg Railroad in the 
1890s, and was s t i l l later leased to the Boston & Maine Company for 99 
years.4 Offering passenger service for 113 years, the railroad now operates 
only as a freight l ine.^ 

One industry that had a "ware room" next to the railroad tracks was French 
Brothers & Co., a furniture manufacturer. The manufacture of chairs and 
cabinetware was the largest industry in Orange in terms of numbers of 
employees in the mid-1850s,^ but unfortunately no evidence of these 
furniture factories remains in the historic d i s t r i c t . Production of 
woodenware in general dominated the town's economy in the mid-19th century, 
especially before 1865; an abundance of raw materials and lumber mi l ls in the 
immediate v ic in i ty best explains this phenomenon. French Bros, were 
advertised in an 1871 Franklin County atlas as "Wholesale and Retail Dealers 
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in Chamber Suites, parlor. Dining Room and Kitchen Furniture and House 
Furnishing Goods.The president of the company, Stephen French, built his 
house (now the Orange Historical Society building) on the hill in the north 
end of the historic district. French not only excelled in the furniture 
industry, but was involved with the production of the first sewing machine in 
Orange as well. . f,,̂  ^ ^ - ~ - j ,̂ ^ • 

It was the machine shop rather than the furniture industry, however, which had 
the most lasting impact on the architectural and historical significance of 
the Orange Center Historic District. The oldest of the town's manufacturing 
companies, Rodney Hunt Machine Co., has operated continuously in Orange since 
about 1840.S Originally a producer of water wheels. Hunt, Waite & Flint (as 
the company was called in the 19th century) also manufactured woolen mill 
machinery and upright and circular saws. The Rodney Hunt Co. complex lies 
outside the boundaries of the historic district, but the aforementioned 
Railroad Freight House is likely the same one marked in the 1871 Franklin 
County atlas as belonging to Hunt, Waite & Flint. 

A manufacturing company complex located entirely within the boundaries of the 
historic district is that of the Chase Turbine Manufacturing Company. A major 
presence in the Center since its establishment in Orange in the l860s,^ 
Chase Turbine (or Chase Machinery and Supply Co. as i t is now known) has 
operated from the same location off South Main Street for more than a 
century. From its complex on the north bank of Millers River next to the 
Orange Furniture Company (now gone). Chase Turbine produced water wheels, then 
lumber-working machines, circular sawmills, and power feed saw machines, and 
s t i l l later shafting, gearing, and general machinery.^^ The first machine 
shop, built ca. 1866, burned in a fire in 1883, at which time the present 
brick machine shop was constructed.^^ Other extant buildings in the complex 
Include two storehouses (ca. 1885) and a brick iron foundry. 

The growth of Orange Center and town in general in the second half of the 19th 
century can be largely attributed to the success of a single industry: the 
production of sewing machines. The sewing machine industry was the largest to 
be established in Orange before the Civil War. Newspapers of the period note 
that Stephen French and Thomas H. White made the fir s t sewing machines in 
Orange in the spring of 1862, after moving their business to Orange Center 
from East Tempieton, Massachusetts.̂ 2 French and White operated out of a 
wood-frame shop on the north bank of the river, employing up to forty men 
before White sold his share of the partnership to French and moved to 
Cleveland in 1865. 

.... |-i%-Av̂:i.-«i:-A't 'M Iff 
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In a parallel development, Andrew J. Clark and William P. Barker, a gentleman 
formerly involved with the aforementioned East Tempieton sewing machine 
business, began manufacturing Home Shuttle and New England Single Thread 
sewing machines in Orange Center in the 1860s. Their business eventually 
operated from the same South Main Street shop vacated by French and White. 
After a series of ownership transfers and management changes, the original 
business reorganized in 1869 as the Gold Medal Sewing Machine Company, a name 
which reflects the company's recent acquisition of the patent to produce the 
Gold Medal Sewing Machine.Clark was president, John W. Wheeler (later 
the president of New Home Sewing Machine Co.) was secretary/treasurer, and 
Stephen French (later of the furniture brothers firm) was first ^ 
superintendent. The corporation, which employed at least forty men,̂ ^ 
produced sewing machines in a complex of primarily wood frame buildings 
located on both banks of Millers River. All of these buildings were replaced 
with brick buildings beginning in the last decade of the 19th century, by 
which time the company was known as the New Home Sewing Machine Co. 
below). 

(see 

The new industrial development in Orange Center touched of f concomitant 
commercial and inst i tut ional growth by the late 1869s. Construction of a new 
Town Hall (1868) and expansion of the East Main Street/South Main Street 
conmercial area are direct ly related to steady act iv i ty in the town's machine 
shops. This act iv i ty appears to have continued throughout the Civi l War 
years. By the mid-1870s the total value of the town's manufactured products 
was $782,149, the second highest in Franklin County after Montague/Turners 
Fal ls . Nearly half of this amount was from sewing machines. Next largest was 
the output of the Rodney Hunt and Chase Turbine companies, and th i rd was the 
output of the town's four furniture shops. 

Further evidence of greater prosperity and economic act iv i ty in Orange was the 
organization of two banks within three years in Orange Center: the Orange 
Savings Bank (1872) and the Orange National Bank (1875).16 jhe two banks 
shared quarters in the Whipple Block'' unt i l ca. 1874, when the Savings Bank 
moved into i t s new building at 11-13 West Main Street. By 1881, the National 
Bank occupied i t s new building across the street at 12 North Main Street. 

Two new buildings reflected the increase in population—from 2,497 persons in 
1875 to 3,169 by 1880^^—that accompanied the town's continuing expansion in 
the 1870s. Abraham Putnam operated a hotel (now gone) on West Main Street, 
known as Franklin House in the 1870s and the Putnam House s t i l l la ter , in 
conjunction with the Putnam Opera House across the street. The influence of 
Abe Putnam in Orange Center was f e l t into the 20th century, for he constructed 
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yet another building, a brick office and apartment block, which occupied the 
southwest corner of Prospect and North Main Streets until the late 1970s. 
Also in the early 1870s, the Baptist Church congregation built a new church on 
East Main Street. That building is now a Masonic lodge. 

The 1880s was a decade of industry in Orange Center, with construction 
occurring at the mill complexes on both banks of Millers River. In 1882 the • 
New Home Sewing Machine Company was formed from the Gold Medal corporation, 
and remained the major industry in the town of Orange until its departure ca. 
1930. The largest employer in Franklin County by 1890,the New Home 
company's growth contributed to a doubling of the town's population from 1870 
to 1890.20 By 1890, the company employed more than 600 employees and 
occupied a complex of buildings with a total floor area in excess of 450,000 
square feet.^l it was in the 1890s that New Home began construction of 
brick factory buildings to replace its wood frame buildings along South Main 
and West River Streets, 

A fire in 1891 destroyed several wood-frame commercial blocks at the Center's 
Main Streets intersection, primarily around the southeast corner. The 
buildings destroyed included the Congregational Church on South Main Street. 
In 1892, three brick blocks were built on the site of those burned: 12-16 
East Main Street, Mann Block (fronting South Main Street, and the Masonic 
Block) at 9-13 South Main Street on the former site of the Congregational 
Church. The Mann Block with its massive clocktower in turn burned in December 
1954. Shortly thereafter, the present one-story brick block at 1-7 South Main 
was constructed to replace some of the commercial space lost to the fire. 

In December 1893, no doubt prompted by the steady increase in population at 
the town center. Orange residents voted at a town meeting to erect a new 
school on the corner of North Main Street and School Street in the northern 
end of the historic district. The spacious new school, appropriately called 
Central School, replaced an earlier and much smaller wood-frame school 
building located on the same corner. Completed in March 1894, Central School 
was vacated in 1957 with the consolidation of Orange student bodies at the 
newly opened Mahar Regional School (serving Orange and Erving), located 
further south on Route 122.̂ 2 The former Central School has since been 
remodeled inside to provide space for apartments and the state District Law 
Court. 

The most recent New Home buildings were constructed at the turn of the 20th 
century. Completion of the South Main Street commercial strip, the 
even-numbered side of the street, occurred about the same time. Continued 
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expansion of the New Home company precipitated i t s boom years, 1904-1910, when 
as many as 743 employees turned out 400 to 500 sewing machines daily.23 

The six extant brick New Home buildings along South Main and West River 
Streets were a l l constructed during these expansion years, providing wash 
rooms, assembling rooms, inspecting rooms, tool rooms, machine rooms, 
needlemaking f a c i l i t i e s , storage space, and offices for the company, whose 
real estate holdings by that time totaled nearly fourteen acres. Three of the 
buildings replaced wood-frame structures; the others were constructed on empty 
spaces within the New Home complex. The complex also includes the Orange 
Foundry, bu i l t in 1883. 

The town of Orange reached i t s peak population during the New Home boom, with 
5,578 persons in 1905.24 /^iso in those years, the Athol and Orange Electric 
Railroad ran trol leys from Athol through Orange Center down East and West Main 
Streets. The t ro l ley continued operations unt i l ca. 1933.25 There was also 
a corresponding emphasis placed on upgrading the buildings along the Center's 
commercial axes in the early years of the 20th century. In the 1910s, new 
brick fronts were added to wood-frame buildings along East and West Main 
Street, including the Mattawa Block and the Goddard Block. The Town Hall also 
underwent a f ace l i f t ca. 1913, at which time the Renaissance Revival front was 
added. 

There was l i t t l e new development at Orange Center in the 1920s, although some 
building act iv i ty occurred at the east end of the histor ic d i s t r i c t on the 
in i t i a t i ve of Louis Plotkin of the Plotkin Furniture Company. A highly 
v is ib le personality in Orange Center in the 1920s and 1930s, Plotkin updated 
the facade of his store in the Washburn Block at 18-20 East Main (ca. 1926), 
and later was instrumental in rebuilding on the southeast corner of the Main 
Streets intersection after the Mann Block f i r e of 1954.26 

Economic decline had begun in Orange Center by the early 1930s. The New Home 
Sewing Machine Co., a major source of employment and income for the town since 
the 19th century, had been purchased by Free Sewing Machine Company of 
Rockford, I l l i n o i s , and the Orange factory was abandoned in the move to new 
corporate headquarters. Since then, the buildings have been parceled out to 
various manufacturing companies s t i l l operating in Orange, among them Erving 
Paper Corporation and Chase Machinery and Supply Company. The Chase Turbine 
buildings are s t i l l owned by Chase Machinery and Supply Company. 

•"jh'̂ tfilly'irtMii'̂ '̂ Vnifiiit'aiftj •• 
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The last major development of historical significance to occur within the 
histor ic d i s t r i c t boundaries was the completion of Memorial Park, or the town 
common. Once pasture, and later the location of shops and bars in the late 
19th to early 20th centuries, the land on this si te bound by South Main and 
Water Streets was cleared and planted in 1933-1934. At the center of the park 
stands a bronze statue of a boy and soldier, designed by Joseph P. Poll ia of 
New York City. The statue, dedicated in 1934 to those residents of Orange who 
died in World War I , drew nationwide attention for i t s controversial subject 
matter: i t s inscr ipt ion, " I t Shall Not Be Again," was widely regarded as an 
expression of pacifism in the pre-World War I I days. 

The Orange Center Historic D is t r ic t is an excellent example of the 
ins t i tu t iona l , Conmercial, and industrial growth and subsequent decline 
experienced by a typical Massachusetts mil l town over the course of almost two 
centuries. Looking along the two Main Street axes in the histor ic d i s t r i c t , 
today's v is i to r sees Orange Center largely as i t appeared by the 1930s; later 
Intrusions are few and are of insuf f ic ient scale and importance to compromise 
the d i s t r i c t ' s overall architectural and historical in tegr i ty . The building 
functions and architectural styles recall the days of the town's manufacturing 
glory. Completed and proposed rehabil i tations of several of the d i s t r i c t ' s 
buildings w i l l maintain those historical associations for future generations. 

t » » • 

1 ^ 
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Ôrange Historical Commission, Historical Buildings of Orange, 
Massachusetts (1981), no page numbers. ? 

2Beatrice Miner, History of Orange (Orange Historical Society, 1976), 
p.54. 

Ôrange Enterprise and Journal. Orange Illustrated (Orange: J.S. 
Whitman, Publishers, no date), no page numbers. 

^Miner, p.72. 

^Miner, p.72. :̂ ; 

M̂ass. Historical Commission, Reconnaissance Survey Report for Orange, 
MA (1982), p.8. 

^Atlas of Franklin County, Massachusetts (F.W. Beers, 1871). 

^Orra L. Stone, History of Massachusetts Industries, Vol. 1 
(Boston-Chicago: The S.d. Clarke Publishing Co., I93U), p.471. 

9MHC, p.8. 

Q̂Souvenir Book. Compliments of Jay B. Reynolds (Orange, MA, 1891), no 
page numbers. . / ~~~~~~ 

Souvenir Book. " ' 

2̂Notes on the manufacture of sewing machines in Orange, compiled by Mr. 
Woodward from period newspaper clippings. Available from Orange Historical 
Commission. 

^̂ Mr. Woodward (see Footnote 12). 

l^stone, p.471. 

ISM.H.C, p.10. 
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Geographical Data (continued) • ftr ' 

Verbal Boundary Description " 

The boundaries of the Orange Center Historic D is t r ic t are outlined on the 
attached assessor's map of the d i s t r i c t . 

Boundary Just i f icat ion 

The boundaries were chosen to include the greatest concentration of 19th-
and early 20th-century ins t i tu t iona l , commercial, and industrial buildings 
comprising the town center. The d i s t r i c t is architecturally and h is tor ica l ly 
cohesive and d is t inct in character from surrounding areas. The boundaries 
were drawn to include portions of the railroad tracks and Mil lers River, but 
to exclude adjacent residential neighborhoods to the north, east, and south, 
as well as peripherial noncontributing properties in Orange Center. 
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Zone Easting Northing 

A. 18 720700 4718830 
B. 18 720790 4718800 
C. 18 720860 4718600 
D. 18 720860 4718550 
E. 18 720750 4718510 
F. 18 720760 4718410 
G. 18 720540 4718400 
H. 18 720420 4718470 
I . 18 720490 4718570 
J. 18 720580 4718560 
K. 18 720570 4718680 
L. 18 720660 4718660 
M. 18 720630 4718760 
N. 18 720660 4718850 
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New Home Sewing 
Machine Co. buildings; 

18 114 storehouse South Main Street \ ca. 1892 1 ate 19thC indus t r ia l B C 
19 115 washrooms South Main Street ca. 1892 la te 19thC indus t r ia l B c 

116 tool/machine rooms South Main Street ca. 1892 < la te 19thC indus t r ia l B c 
"if,' 117 o f f i ces South Main Street ca. 1898 la te 19thC indus t r ia l B c 
u 118 needlemaking rooms South Main Street ca. 1902 - la te 19thC Indus t r ia l B c 
23 — storehouse West River Street ca. 1892 la te 19thC indus t r ia l B c 

— tumblers bui ld ing West River Street ca. 1898 la te 19thC indus t r i a l B c 
— Orange Foundry o f f West River Street ca. 1883 la te 19thC indus t r ia l B c 

m 
31 
C 
32 
33 
D 
£ 

119 
119 
119 
119 

131 
130 

129 

Chase Turbine Mfg. 
Company buildings 
machine shop 
wood-frame storehse. 
foundry 
brick storehouse 

Putnam Opera House 
Orange Savings Bank 

Mattawa Block 

Chase Court o f f South Main ca. 1889 - l a te 19thC Indus t r ia l B C 
Chase Court o f f South Main ca. 1885 ; , f l a te 19thC indus t r ia l B C 
Chase Court o f f South Main ca. 1889 la te 19thC indus t r i a l B C 
Chase Court o f f South Main ca. 1885 la te 19thC indus t r i a l 6 C 

28-30 South Main Street ca. 1860 Greek Revival • --m C 
26 South Main Street ca. 1895-1905 la te 19thC commercial B C 
24 South Main Street ca. 1950S/1960s B NC 
20-22 South Main Street ca. 1884 la te 19thC commercial B C 
14-14 1/2 South Main St. ca. 1895-1905 la te 19thC commercial B C 
2 South Main Street ca. 1966 B NC 
West Main Street ca. 1940s B NC 
7-9 West Main Street ca. 1877 I ta l iana te B C 
11-13 West Main Street ca. 1874 f ' j r Second Emp./Vict. • 

• 
C 

Gothic 
17-21 West Main Street ca. 1888 la te 19thC indus t r i a l B c 
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P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shu i l : 

JAN 171989 
NATIONAL 
BEGJSTER 

Enclosed you w i l l f i nd the fo l lowing nomination forms: 

Sp r ing f i e ld , Bel le and Frankl in Streets H is tor ic D i s t r i c t 
The Grant, 77 Belle St reet , HPCA #11053MA 
The Johnson, 790 Belle St reet , HPCA #11054MA 
The L inco ln , 87 Belle St reet , HPCA #11055MA 
The Buchanan, 91 Belle St reet , HPCA #11056MA 
The Pierce, 97 Belle St reet , HPCA #11057MA 
The F i l lmore , 103 Belle St reet , HPCA #11058MA 

Orange, Orange Center H is tor ic D i s t r i c t 
12-16 East Main St reet , HPCA #10924MA 
Masonic Block, 9-13 South Main St reet , HPCA #11092MA 

A l l have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and have been signed by 
the State His tor ic Preservation O f f i ce r . Owners were no t i f i ed of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are attached 
to the nomination forms. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosure; 

BF/di 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617)727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


