FORM B - BUILDING . AN In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 528
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Fall RWer, Mass
Address 542 Wal nut Street
Narne Woman's Club of 'Mall River

Present use  Club-House

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Saple to left side of form
Photo numberJZ/N57r  A'ACA

Present owner Woman's Club of Fall River
3. Description: 1 and 2-story frame institution
- Date 1897/1925
Source deeds, local history

Style Colonial Revival

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect 1925-Maud Darling-Parlin
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wail fabricclapboard

Outbuildings (describe)
Other features 2-story Pedimented Entrance
GY?OVE JIT Pavillion at left with Corinthian Pilasters»

quoins, roof balustrade along-side wing

Altered X Date 1925
Moved Date

5. Lot size: 8019 sa ft : X{
One acre or less X Over one acre

Approximate frontage

Approximate distance of building from street

6. Recorded by V. Lasky/*am Fox
Organization HFROHP
Date November 10, 1980

(over)



»

7. Original owner (if known) Susan P.H. Winslow
Original use Private School, Church
Subseguent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation
Agricultural Education
Architectural X Exploration/
The Arts "A X settlement
Commerce Industry
Communication Military
Community development Political

Recreation
Religion
Science/
invention
Social/
humanitarian X
Transportation

9. Historical significance(includeexplanation of themes checked above)

The Vonan's Club of Fall River 0.897/1925> i
the Colonial Revival style also of interest
wonan architect

s anong the city's finest exanoles of
as the work of Fall River's best-known ?

, The Colonial Revival facade of the clubhouse appears t odate f'rom1925 when an earlig,

building was remodelled t oserve the present
private school dating from 1897 and during t

use Thebuilding was originally a
he 1910's served as St. Paul's Evangelica

Lutheran Church. |t is notclear hownuch of the olan or structure of the [ate 19th
« AN century building was retained during the 1925remodelling. As was appropriate for a
VWnman's Club, the group hired the well-regarded wonan architect Maude Darling Parlin,
a local resident who graduated from Durfee Hi gh School andwas the only wonman in her
college class at MI.T. She later studied at the Pratt Institute. Early in her

career shejoined the famly architectural f
she and her brother carried on the business

irm founded by her father and later on
as Darling and Parlin. In association

with her brother, shedesigned the Durfee Theatre, Eagle Restaurant, and Fall River

Cooperative Bank, She was sole designer of

the Voman's Club and north wing extension

" of the Hone for Aged People. Sheretired at age 91 and died in 1979 at age 94.

The exterior utilizes the quintessential Col

oni al Revival forms- the pedi mented

entrance pavillion, pilasters, small-paned double hung sash, quoins and side wing
with arched windows and a blind roof balustrade. The delicate interior noldings were
not stock items but were carved from the architects' specificationsdraw ngs.

As adistinctive example of itsstyle, caref

ully-crafted and well-preserved, and as

a building associated for over half a century with one of the city's principal
social institutions, the Vonan's Club of Fall River neets criteria A and C of the A"

National Register, individually.

10. Bibliography and/ or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,

early maps, etc)

City Directory 1897 Susan ~.H Wnslow, private school, 542 Wl nut St , boards
259 Highland Ave S P H Wnslowwas principal of Westall School

1913 St. Pauls' Evangelical

Lut heran Church-Johann Moel | er and

. Henry Zobel, Treasurers 8019sn ft S-SI-iQ
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9. Major Bibliographical References
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Maps
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