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Prominent on the main street of a quiet, rather poor village, the Weston-Babcock house 
is a stately two-story frame building with a low, hipped roof covering the main block. 
The rear wing is also two stories in height with a hipped roof which is slightly 
lower than that of the main block. Attached to this is a small one-story wing. To the 
north of the main block is a one-story, flat-roofed chapel added probably after 1945. 
The chapel was designed sympathetically, incorporating columns, windows, and cornices 
similar to those on the main block.

When it was built by Weston, the house was a "palatial mansion" in the Italianate 
style. Its basic configuration was the same as today — a slightly projecting 
gable-roofed central pavilion on the main (east) facade and on both side elevations. 
The main and south pavilions were embellished by recessed porches on the second floor 
level behind Ionic arcades. Double round-arched windows at the second level and 
two polygonal first-floor bays flanked the center-front pavilion.

The Babcocks remodelled the Victorian mansion in the late 1910s or early 1920s into 
a majestic Neo-Classical Revival house. The original wide eaves supported by 
elaborate brackets were replaced by shallow Classical moldings. Boldly projecting 
hoods over the front second-story windows were cut down. The large cupola was 
removed, and Neo-Classical porches with grouped fluted Doric columns, half-round pro­ 
jections, dentils and balustrades along the eaves replaced delicate Victorian 
verandas at the front entrance and along both sides of the house (the balustrades on 
the side porches have since disappeared). The arcade in the south pavilion was filled 
in and the wood house in the rear was demolished at the same time.

The interior layout is the standard Victorian plan with a central stair hall flanked 
by a parlor and kitchen on the north side and two small rooms on the south side with 
a large dining room in the southwest corner. Interior decor is a combination of the 
earlier Italianate style and later Neo-Classical Revival. The dining room is the 
most elaborate with Neo-Classical wainscoting and a decorative frieze of egg-and- 
dart, dentils and floral ornament.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Weston-Babcock house is a visual symbol to the people of Necedah of the history 
of their community. Its history is interwoven with the industrial and economic history 
of the town. Thomas Weston, founder of Necedah and its leading lumberman, built the 
house in the late 1860s. Charles Babcock, heir to Weston 1 s business and founder of 
the local bank, bought the house and remodelled it in 1913. Its massive scale'and 
sumptuous detail make it stand out as the finest structure remaining in the once bust­ 
ling but now sleepy little community.

History

Weston and his partners founded Necedah, and their company dominated the economic 
life of the community for many years. Weston was born in Vermont in 1818. After 
travelling extensively as a young man, he settled in Grand Rapids (now Wisconsin Rapids) 
and engaged in logging, milling, and lumber-dealing. In 1848 when the area around 
Necedah was opened to white settlement by the Treaty of Lake Poygan, Weston and J. T. 
Kingston immediately claimed the site of the present village of Necedah, and, with two 
other men, formed the Thomas Weston Lumber Co. The following year they built a mill 
and Necedah quickly became a thriving milling and shipping point for the lumber industry. 
Among the early enterprises of Weston 1 s company were a dry goods store, a grist mill and 
several logging and milling operations in and around Necedah; it also operated a postal 
service. When the Town of Necedah was formed in 1853 Weston was elected its first chair­ 
man. According to an 1892 biography, Weston "was for many years the most prominent man 
on the [Necedah] scene" and his obituary recalled that he had "done more for the town 
than any other man."

In 1881 Joseph Weeks Babcock moved his family from Iowa to Necedah. Babcock had worked 
for several lumber concerns in Iowa, including one in which Weston was a partner. 
Babcock eventually became a partner in that firm and subsequently purchased a controlling 
interest in T. Weston and Company of Necedah. After moving to Necedah, Babcock re­ 
organized the Weston Company into the Necedah Lumber Company; Weston served as a director 
until his death in 1887.

By this time the center of the timber supply had moved northward but Necedah and the 
Necedah Lumber Company maintained their prosperity by changing their emphasis from 
the raw lumber to the manufacture of secondary wood products. Babcock 1 s son, Charles, 
entered his father's business in the early 1890s. Shortly thereafter his father was 
elected to Congress and handed the management of the business over to his son.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

However, by 1899 the timber supply had become even more remote from Necedah. The 
late 1890s were years of economic crisis for the community. The mills shut down, 
many millworkers moved to the Dakota prairielands, and repeated fires devastated the 
industrial and commercial sections of town. In 1899 the junior Babcock dissolved the 
Necedah Lumber Company. With his proceeds he organized the Necedah Bank and opened 
a retail lumber yard in the village. Later he opened yards in several other communities; 
he also controlled extensive real estate holdings on farm lands and village property. 
Meanwhile, Necedah developed into serving as a small commercial center for what had 
become an agricultural area. The Babcocks are remembered in the community for their 
lavish lifestyle, many servants and elaborate parties, but more importantly, it was 
Charles Babcock whose "faith in the future of this community and his encouragement 
and financial assistance had largely to do with the rebuilding of Necedah 1 s business 
section" after fire destroyed it in 1915. Babcock died in an automobile accident in 
1926.

Architecture

Weston built his stylish Italianate mansion probably in the late 1860s. One of 
Weston's partners built a French Second Empire house of similar grandeur across the 
street, but the site is not? an empty tree-shaded lot. Charles Babcock bought Weston's 
house around 1913. A few years later he remodelled the Victorian house into a 
majestic classical mansion, retaining the massive scale, elegance, and design scheme 
of the original but changing the details. Although the Neo-Classical Revival style 
might have been considered passe in more advanced parts of the country, it blended 
well with the structure's Italianate details and was striking and avant-garde for 
the small rural town.

By 1945 the Weston-Babcock house was sold because of tax delinquency. It was pur­ 
chased by the Franciscan order to serve as a convent. In 1963 the current owner 
acquired the house. It is now known as "Harbor House," a Catholic group home. A 
cursory survey of the community reveals that the Weston-Babcock house is probably 
the most architecturally significant structure remaining in Necedah. It stands 
among small frame houses and house trailers, an ironic reminder of Necedah 1 s once- 
flourishing economy.

Biographical History of La Crosse, Monroe, and Juneau Counties, Wisconsin, 
Chicago: Lewis Publishing Co., 1892, p. 744; and "Thomas Weston Dead," Mauston Sun, 
December 1, 1887.

"Necedah Banker is Killed in Auto Wreck," Necedah Republican, July 8, 1926.
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Verbal Boundary Description:

All of Lot Ten (10) of Block Fourteen (14) of the Original Plat of the Village of 
Necedah, excepting parcels thereof described as follows: (1) Commencing at the 
Southeast corner of Block 14; thence West 14 degrees and 15 minutes South, two 
hundred ten (210) feet: thence at right angles with last named line being the 
North side of Fifth Street, eighty (80) feet; thence East 14 degrees and 15 minutes 
North two hundred ten (210) feet to the West side of Main Street; thence along 
said West side of Main Street South 14 degrees 15 minutes East, eighty (80) feet 
to the place of beginning; (2) That piece or parcel of land commencing at a point 
on the North side of Fifth Street, that is West 14 degrees and 15 minutes South 
three hundred and thirty-four (334) feet from the Southeasterly corner of Block 
14; thence northerly and at right angles to said Fifth Street a distance of Ninety 
(90) feet; thence Easterly and at right angles to the last mentioned course a 
distance of one hundred sixteen (116) feet; thence Southerly and at right angles 
to last mentioned course a distance of ninety (90) feet; thence Westerly and at 
right angles to last mentioned course a distance of one hundred sixteen (116) feet 
to the place of beginning, all of said lands being in the Original Plat of the 
Village of Necedah, Juneau County, Wisconsin.
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