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1. Name

higoric Jhe Hill School

and/or common same

2. Location

street & number 4 Middle Street not for publication
city, town/ti'i. A Dartmouth vicinity of congressional district 12th
NNNN i
state Massachusetts county Bristol oMb 005
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
V building(s) y private unoccupied commercial park
structure both worit in progress educational X. private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process y yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted. industrial .. ,, transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

reme Richard C. § Carol D. Mulready
dreg & numba 114 Tall Timbers Lane

city, town Glastonbury vicinity of dae Connecticut

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, regidry of desds eéc. Bristol County Registry of Desds
25 North Sixth Street

street & number

city, town Nev Bedford state  MBSSachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of the Historic Assets
title of t he Gonmonweal t h has this property been determined elegible? yes X no
date 1978 federal state county local

depodtory for arvey records . Massachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston state Mass,



7. Description

Condition Checit one Checit one
. excel [ ent deteriorated unal t ered original site
good J.ruins X atered X noved date
. fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Located at the northwest comer of Mddle and School Streetsinthe village of
Padanaram | ocated i nthe Town of Dartrmouth, the former Hill School has been noved

twice, although it remains inits original locale. The building s original site was on
the east side of School Street, apFroxi mately 420° east of its current site. After 1887,
the building was noved approximately 660 westward to the northeast conmer of School and
Pleasant Streets, on part of the estate of Benjamn Taylor. |n 1911 the building wvas
noved by Captain Thonas Jenkins to its present site.

As it now exists, the former Hill School i s nade up of two separate structures, both of
vAiiich were built inthe early nineteenthcentry. These two structures were joined

around 1887 and enlarged by a small, one-story addition in 1911.. The forner school building
(16 X 26') forms the front part of the current structure which i s now used as a house.

The entire building i s covered with white cedar shingles and has plain comer boards.

The school sectionif built of tinber-frame construction, two-stories highwith a low
pitched roof and interior chinmey centered on its south endwall. The facade (east elevation)
Is asymmetrical and contains an entry nortJi of center flanked b{) one w ndowto thenorth
and two w ndows to the south. The entry, which isbelievedtobe a later addition,

contains a door with sixraised Panels surnmounted by a sem-circiilar, |eaded fanlight.

The door is flankedby narrow pilasters which support a broken entablature, and pedi nent.
Whndows are 12/12 set i nwooden frames with splayed wooden |intels and ouvredblinds. At
the second story are three 12/12 w ndows set I nvertical alignment with the first-story

w ndows; the second story w ndow heads are set into the base of a shallow com ce.

The former school's south end elevation i s symretrical, containingtw 12/12 wndows with
splayed lintels at both the first and second stories. The northelevation sfirst story
has a narrow one story.addition vdiich extends across part of the rear ell and which is

encl osed by a shed roof. This addition has two w ndows set i nalignment with the two

w ndows at the north end s,second story. Al | four wndows contain 12/12 sash and SPl ayed
wooden lintels. The rear (west) elevation is blocked by a one-and-one-half story ell.

The rear ell isrectangularinplan. Its north elevation contains an entry set ina
pilastered surround near itsv\}]unction with the former school building. The entry as well
as part of the extensionon which it islocatedws added i n 1978. \ést of the entry

are two pairs of 8 pane casenent w ndows set infranes with splayed [intels. Both of these
w ndows were added | n 1978. At the second story are three evenly spaced 88 w ndows with
splayed lintels. The rear wing's west elevation contains fromnorthto south athree-
sided oriel wndow (added 1978), exterior brick chimey (1978), 12/12 w ndow, door and open
wooden porch. At the second story are two full-size and one small 66 w ndows, all with
added splayed lintels. The rear wing's south elevation i s asymetrically arranged and
contai ns w ndows of varyingtype with splayed lintels.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Checli and justify below

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture _ religion

1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science

1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture

1600-1699 architecture X education military social/

1700-1799 art ; engineering music humanitarian

1800-1899 commerce X exploration/settlement philosophy . theater

1900- communications indOstrr'> . politics/government transportation
L. Inve'rAfpbn *'" " /' . other (specify)

Specific dates Builder/Architect

ca. 1805
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The former Hill School possesses integrity of design, setting, materials and
wor knanshi p and has historical associationsw th the devel opment of Padanarum (part
of Dartmouth) i nthe early nineteenthcentury. It represents anearly school house
type built by subscription to serve the surrounding village then devel oping around
the shippingtrades. It currently stands only 420 fromits original site and is
surrounded by buildings of the sane scal e and general period.

Ifai known

The former school, contained i nthe front sectionof the present building,
I's anunusual exanpl e of school house architecture of the Federalist period, being
two-stories high -with two classroons, instead of the nore w despread one-storey, one-
classroom plan. Despite conversion to a hoiise, the school retains nany of its
sinple Federalist-style details, both onthe interior and exterior.

Built prior to the establishnment of public schools inDartnouth, the Hill School
was founded as an independent district school for the village of Padanarum [n 1805,
the building's original site was given to the househol ders of the village by David
Thacher . acher was a nentber of the locally promnent Thacher fam |y, which noved
from Yarnout h, Massachusetts, to Padanarumi nthe early nineteenth century and whose
nentoer s becane i nstrunmental inthe village's devel opnent by establishing shipyards,
sal tworks, a magnesia factory and other businesses. By 1806, a deed fromThacher
to Ezra Howes (Bristol, Book 97, p. 234) nentions the school house as al ready standing.
Subsequent deeds of 1814 (Bristol Book 97, pp. 48, 309 and 310) record the sellingo
shares inthe school, indicating that it was built by a subscription\*thin the
village. By 1827, nanagenent of the school had passed to the selectnen of Dartnouth,
who i n 1827 appointed the town's first school comittee to nanage the independent
School Districts. Udder the newcommttee's direction, a ten-nonth school was
provi ded and subj ects such as "Navi gation and Surveying" were taught, while G eek
and Latin were not. Unhder the school commttee, the Hill School continued tobe
owned and supported by the occipants of Padanarumuntil| the 1860 s when al | of
Dartm)uth‘g school districts were taken over by the town andthe Hill School becane
District 18.

In the late 1860's, the Hill School house was sol d t o AbramEl dri dge who con-
verted it touse as ahouse andjoined it toits present rear ell; he nay have noved
it after 1887. 1n 1903, Eldridge's heirs sold the building to S ElizabethHitch.
In 1911, the building was sold to Captain Thonas Jenkins, viho i s believed to have
noved it toits present site inorder tobuild anewhouse onits former (second site),
approxi mately 260 west of the building' s present site.

/



9. Major Bibliographical References

(1) Henry B Wrth, PADANARAMH STARY (ca. 1908), unpublished, Waling MiseumAr chi ves*
(2) Punped Storage Power Station, Northfield jvfountain, Mass.
(3) First Book of Genesis - Chapter 28 - Verse 2.
(41 Deed - Thacher to Ezra Hawes, June 4, 1806 Book 97, Page 234.
* Typed copy available i f desi red. (conti nued)

10. Geographical Data [[TM NOT VERHmM

Acreage of nominated property .-MA
Qiiariranglc namp New Bedford, South tdrangle scale 1;24QQ0

UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Northeasterly by the Southwesterly line of Middle Street, seventy-eight and 75/100 (78.75)feet;
Southeasterly by lands now or formerly of Louise M. Chase and Robert | . Walker, one hundred
forty-three and 85/100 (143.85) feet; (continued)

List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By

: . . . Harriet mcKer
namgfile  Brian Pfeiffer, Consultant with R.C. Mulready
oganizdion f/assachusetts Historical Commisson date Novembea 1979
street* rumbar 294 Washington St. telephone (617)  727-8470
city or town Boston state Mass. 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state MInjocal

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures setforU”y the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signatury~a;Aan AAJAN, 'ovJ s I 13.0.

Executive Director
title Massachusetts Historical Commisson date

For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this propwrty is included inthe National Register

date 4l

, National Register

date
Chlsf of nefletMtion

GPO 938 835
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9. (5 Deed Thacher toSturtevant, June 15, 1814, Book 97, Page 48.
(6) Deed -Thacher t o Qushing, June 29, 1814, Book 97, Pages 309~ 310,

10. Sout hwesterly by L?t 1on gl an hereinafter nentioned, seventy-seven and 84/ 100 (77.84)
eet; an
Nort hwesterly by land nowor formerly of Henry F Hiller, one hundred forty-one
and 64/ 100 (141. 64¥ feet.
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ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REd STER
STATE | -1 ASSAHEETTS

ARIT T 1B

Dat e Entered

Nane Location

Hi Il School Sout h Dart mout h
Bristol County

M ddl ef i el d- Becket Railroad Bridge District M ddlefield vicinity, Becket and
Chester
Ber kshi re, Hanpshi re and Hanpden
Counti es
Al'so Notified

Honor abl e Paul Tsongas

Honorable Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorable Gerry E. Studds Krs. Patricia L. Weslowski
Honorable Silvio 0. Conte Executive Director, Mssachusetts

Hi storical Conmm ssion
294 Washi ngton Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108

LDR Byers/bjr 4/ 21/ 80
For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401



