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FORM A - AREA SURVEY Form numbers inthis area Area no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Wor cester
Name of area (if any) Caatle Street Row

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5" Housea (#1;.-18 Caatle Street)
. Photo  (3x3" or 3x5

Staple to left side of form 3. General date or period ca,l873
Photo number

4, |Is area uniform (explain):
in style? yes (Second Empire)
in condition? yes (good)

in type of ownership? yes (private)

Roll 1. inuse? y©3 (residential)

5 Map. Use gpace below to draw a general mgp™of the area involved. Indicate any historic
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres-
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north.
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B.

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 6. Recorded by B.R. Pfeiffer
USGS Quadrant
Organization Wore. Heritage Pres. Soc,

MHC Photo no. Date Negbruary 1978

(over)
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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area.

- Worcester's largest block of row houses, the Castle Street Row contains
eight units, each of which i sbuilt of brick, two and one-half stories

high rising froma high basenment. Each house has a side-hall floor plan,

t hree-si ded bay w ndow' bracketed entry porch and mansard roof wi th dorners
The lower four units of therow (#1|.-10¥ are arranged symmatrically aroiind
two sets of paired entries, while theupper four tanits have individual
entries and ar e arranged at st a?gered hei ghts which reflect the slope of
the hill. Wth the exception of nodern asphalt-shingle roofs and sone
nodern pointing, therowretains nost of itsoriginal sinple features.

The sit© of th© Castle Str@a Row was part of a nuch larger tract of
| and on which Eli Thayer had founded the Gead Institute, awonen's
college, inl8i49 Bullt at the head of Castle Street, tho O ead Institute
was a | arge Gothic Revival buildingw th corner towers and crenellations;
th© buil ding's castle-1i kO appearanc®© infl uéhc@ th© nam ng of surroundi ng
8tre€Gs. InthO Carly 18703 Thay© subdivided a Portlon of the Oead
canpue and sold off buildinglots tohelp liquidate a $20, 000 nort gage
on th© property. Thayer apParentIy s@ th© circunstancCB f or th© crcation
of a dense rowhouse district by croating small narrow |ots, virtually
al | of which w&r© purchased by Larkin Gates, a local builder. Between
1868 and 1873, Gates built forty-two individual houses i nthe area, divided
anmg(%[ ei ght Second Empire. »tyle Jowg, O thGd houses only th© Gaatl ©
Sr rowrenains intact.

Al t hough desi gned nodest, single-famly hon€s, nany of th®© houses
of the Gastl© Street Row and n€ ghboring rows wer© subdi vidcd into apart-
nments by th© 1888, whil© othC s contained a | arge nuraber of boarders,
Despi t© tho© aPPar@ht econony of th© row hous© type and dCspi t© Thay&'s
and GatCs»s efforts to Gstablish it inthevicinity of Man Sr@a  South,
row houses have b@en rar© throughout ¥orcCBt@'s history, Gastl© Srec
containing thecity's largest conentration.

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.

City atlases and directori®©s
Taylor, Anthony. "Architectural N©lghborhoods of Worcester”, tinpublished
manuscripte



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cemnunity: Form No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COVMISSON Worcester 1 -D-1
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name Castle St, Row

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.
Property List

Address Assessor's Data Present Owner
", Castle St, 160i|. sq. ft. Joseph G. & Helen P,
Book 6, p. 26 Lot 2i] Zuromskis

260 Old Mill Road
Shrewsbury, Mass, 015'1-5

6 Castle St. 1768 sq. ft.
Book 6, p. 26 Lot 23
8 Castle St. 1572 sq. ft.
Book 6, p. 26 Lot 22
10 Castle St. 1588 sqg. ft.
Book 6, p. 26 Lot 21
12 Castle St. 1612 sq. ft. Charles Zuromskis
Book 6, p. 26 Lot 57 7 Oakland Dr.
Auburn, Mass. 01501
li| Castle St. 1630 sq. ft.
Book 6, p. 26 Lot 56
16 Castle St. 1693 sq. ft.
Book 6, p. 26 Lot 55
18 Castle St. 1350 sqg. ft. Sophie M. Palubinskas
Book 6, p. 26 Lot $k 1[.7 Lake Ave.

V;orcester, Mass. O"GOk

Staple to Inventory form at bottOm
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



