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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

THE ORIGIMAL AFPPEARANCE 1S DESCRIBED IN THE ST. JoserH CouNTY FoRuUM,
SepT. 29, 1855, SOON AFTER COMPLETION OF THE BUILDING, HERE IS A CON-
BENSATION OF THAT DESCRIPTION,

LocaTioN: ToRNER MaInN & WASHINGTON STS. FACING EAST ON MaIN. EXTERIO]
DIMENSIONS: 61 Fr. wteE, 93 rT. wone (INCLUDING 12-FT.PORTICO), 100 FT
HiGH (INCLUDING 12% FT.FIRST sTory, 20% sEconD, ATTIC & CUPALO).COLOR:
trREAMY (LEMONT STONE)., MATERIALS:STONE FOUNDATION,STEPS,PORTICO FLOOR};
WALLS OF BUSH—-HAMMERED ATHENS ASHLAR STONE ANCHORED TO BRI1CK BAEBKING
18 INJTHICK;PORTICO COLUMNS BRICK,CEMENT COATED;TIN RCOF PAINTED W.
LEAD; PINE WOODWORK WITH PARTS OF CUPALO,& CORNICE, TINCOVERED. STYL-
ISTIC DETAILS:WALLS HAVE 18 STONE PILASTERS. 6 PORTICO COLUMNS 3 FT,3
IN. AT BASE TAPER TO 2 FT.8 IN. AT TOP,ATTIC BASED, EACH We 16 SEMI-ELY
LYPTICAL FLUTES,CAPITALS FINISHED WITH PLAIN WATER-LEAF FOLIAGE,EACH 3q
FTHIGHs FOUR 42-FT.BUSH MAMMERED STONE STEPS AT FRONTj; 12-FT.STEPS AT
REAR. CORNICE ON ALL SIDES OF BLDG,};PEDIMENT AT EACH END, WITH TYMPAN-
UM CEICED WITH NARROW PINE,PUT TOGETHER W, WHITE.LEAD. CUP3LO. STANDS 02
FT. BACK FROM FRONT OF PORTICO. !S IN 3 SECTIONS,EACH AN OCTAGON. BASE
secTioN 20 FT., IN DIAs) FINISHED WITH HEAVY PILASTERS ON CORNERS,CORN-
1CE§ 2ND,BELL SECTICON HAS HEAVY BIMINISHING TRUSS PILASTERS CN CORNERS
SLAT BLINDS,CIRCLE HEADS,CIRCLE-LABEL CAPS,O0RNAMENTAL WREATH CORNICE;
3RD, CLOTK SECTION HAS CORNICE WITH ORNAMENTAL MODILLION TRUSSES, 4
CLOCK DIALS, CORNICE, BLOCKING COURSES, DOME 8 FT IN DIA. AT BASE.
L1GHTNIS8E ROD.(A SLIGHTLY LATER PICTURE SHOWS O CHIMENE¥S,3 ON EAe SIDE
INTERIOR PLAN:T13=F00T WIDE LOBRY, THEN CENTRAL HALL GOING LENGTH OF
BLDGe 3 OFFICES ON EACH S1DE, EACH ABOUT 22 X 24, Twin STAIRWAYS ASCENG
FROM LOBBY TO 2ND FLOOR LOBBY 13 FT, WIDE, LIGHTED BY LARGE WINDOW.
€oURT ROOM 52'8" x 57', JUDGE'S BENCH OPPOSITE ENTRANCE FRCM HQBBY.
REHIND COURT ROOM 2 SIDE ROOMS FOR JURORS, CENTRAL WITNESS ROOM,

THE BUILDING WAS TURNED AROUND AND MOVED TC THE LOT NEARLY BEHIND IT
oN LAFAYETTE ST.. N 1896, wHEN & LARGER COURTHOUSE HAD BEEN DECIDED OMNa
LITTLE BASIC ALTERATION HAS TAKEN PLACE ON THE QUTSIDE OF THE BUILDING]
ONLY THE FOLLOWING: A HIGHER BRICK FOUNDATION ON THE NEW SITE,wiTH
STEEPER SET OF STERSSAND NEW PORWECO FLOOR COVERING; REAR ENTRANCE
CHANGED TO A LARGE WINDOW; REPLACEMENT OF ORIGINAL ROOFj; REMOVAL OF
CHIMNEYS}; REPLACEMENT OF FRONT DOORS. WORK NOW PROGRESSING ON COUNTY=-
ciTY coMPLEX (OF WHICH OLD COURTHOUSE IS A PART)WILL COVER THE BRICK
BASEMENT WALLS WITH GONCRETE TERRACING, PUT STEPS AGAIN AT FRONT OF
PORTICO (FULL LENGTH). CARE wiLL BE TAKEN IN REPAINTING OF WOODWORK TO
CHANGE FROM WHITE TO ORIGINAL COLOR, EXTERIOR WOODWORK, PILLARS AND
ROOF RADLY NEED REPAIR & APPLICATICN FOR FUNDS FOR THIS 1S BEING MADE,
INTERIOR CHANGES_ ARE MORE NUME 0uUS,. IN 1873 ONE FRONT STAIRWAY WAS RE-
MOVED TO MAKE OFFICE SPACE, THE COURT ROOM WAS CONSIDERABLY NARROWED &
ITS AXIS CHANGED TO “ORTH=SOUTH, AND JURY=JUDGE ROOMS ENLARGED., IN 1906
WHEN THE BUILDING WAS READIED FOR MUSEUM USE THE DOWNSTAIRS OFFICE~HALL
PARTITIONS WERE REMOVED & SIX STEEL PILLARS (NSTALLED. ["UCH INTERIOR
WOODWORK DETAIL REMAINS ESPECIALLY ON SECOND FLOOR, IN THE 1930's a
REAR STAIRWAY AND HALLWAY WERE CREATED, THE STAIRWAY BEING TAKEN FROM
A PIONEER RESIDENCE. NOW THE LARGE FIRST FLOOR ROOM, THE COURT ROOM
AND ONE OF THE JURY R/OMS ARE _MUSEUM DISPLAY AREAS; THE SECOND JURY

ROOM IS A LI?RARY. THE BASEMENT IS USED FOR MUSEUM STORAGE, WORK AREA,
' M. M.
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{SLCAL REVIVAL STYLE, AND IS AN IMPRESSIVE AND STATELY BUILDINGs THE

<G/ T——X A\
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE L s
THE PLAN AND DESIGN OF THE 2ND St. JoserH COUNTY COUR SE WAS SUP-

PLIED IN 1853 BY JoHN M., VAN CsDEL, CHICAGO'S FIRST ARCHITECTe IT 18 IN
MANY RESPECTS SIMILAR TO TME SECOND Co0OK COUNTY,lLL. COURTHOUSE DESIGNED
By HIM 1IN 1851.

THE COURTHOUSE 18 IN THE GREEK REVIVAL STYLE. THE CENTRAL MASS OF THE
BUILDING IS STRAIGHTFORWARD AND CLASSICAL IN ITS PROPORTIONS. CONSID-
ERABLE LATITUDE OF DESIGN IS EXPRESSED IN THE DETAILS AND TRiM, AND IN
THE PORFICO COLUMNS AND ENTABLATURE, WHICH ARE THINNER AND LIGHTER IN
CHARACTER, MORE IN THE CLASSICAL ROMAN TRADITION. THE SIX FLUTED TWO
STORY COLUMNS ARE PAIRED AND CENTERED; THE CAPITALS ARE OF A MODIFIED
CORINTHIAN ORDER, THE LEAVES OF WHICH ARE LIKENED LOCALLY TO LEAVES OF
CORNe. THE COLUMNS ARE BRICK, FINISHED WITH CEMENTe THE WOODEN CUPOLA IE
WELL PROPORTIONED,WITH AN AGREEABLE ARRANGEMENT OF FRIEZES,CORNICE® AN
voLuTES(0GEE CURVES).THE PLAN, THCUGH NOW ALTERED, WAS TYPICAL OF THIS
TYPE OF COURTHOUSE. CONSTRUCTION OF BRICK BEARING WALLS, FACEB WITH
"ATHENI AN MARBLE"(LEMONT LIMESTONE),WwITH TIMBER FLOORS, INTERIOR WALLS,
AND TRIM, WAS TYPICAL OF THE IMPORTANT STRUCTURES SUILT BOTH IN SOUTH
BEND AND CHICAGO BEFORE THE FIRE.

THE OLD COURTHOUSE IS PROBABLY THE OLDEST BUILDING, IN THE DOWNTOWN
AREA OF SOUTH BEND,AND 1S CERTAINLY ONE OF THE CITY'S FEW REMAINING
GREEK REVIVAL BUILDINGS, IT IS ONE OF SIX CLASSICAL COURTHOUSES REMAIN
ING IN INCI1ANA. IT REPRESENTS AN INDIVIDUALISTIC APPROACH TO THE CLAS—

FACT THAT IT WAS MOVED OVER AND TURNED AROUND ON ITS OWN BLOCK DOES NOT
DETRACT FROM ITS SIGNIFICANCE AS A LANDMARK PIECE OF ARCHITECTURE IN
THE DEVELOPMENT OF SouTH BEND.

IT WAS BUILT WITH PRIDE AND GREAT EXPECTATIONS, WHICH IN FACT EXCEED+
ED ITS CAPACITY, AND WAS FROM THE TIME IT WAS BUILT UNTIL IT WAS MOVED
IN 1896, THE CENTER OF INTENSE POLITICAL ACTEVITYe IT WAS A COMMUNITY
GATHERING PLACE AND A POLITICAL PLATFORM, ESPECIALLY DURING THE CIViL
WAR AND THE ASCENDING CAREER OF SCHUYLER COLFAX, THE SOUTH BEND NEwWS-
PAPER EDITOR wHO BECAME VICE PRESIDENT UNDER U. S. GRANT. IN ITS ASSO-
CIATION WITH THE PRE=CIVIL WAR AND CiviL WAR PERI1ODS AND ALL THAT C AME
TO PASS WITHIN THEM, IT BECAME A SYMBOL OF HISTORY TO THE PEOPLE OF THE
AREAes THIS SYMBOLISM WAS REINFORBED BY LATER USE OF THE BUILDING AS
Ge Ae R, HEADQUARTERS AND HISTORICAL MUSEUM, AND WAS TESTED SEVERAL
TIMES WHEN PLANS WERE AFOOT TO CHANGE,MOVE OR DESTROY THE BLDGe MNOW
THAT THE DOWNTOWN AREA 1S BEING MODERNIZED & ENLARGED, THE BLDGe REMAINS
A UNIQUE LINK, A REAL & VISIBLE ONE, WITH SOUTH BEND'S EARLY HISTORY.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.

level of significance of this nomination is:

ad

The recommended

National

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preser

SEP 41970

Date.

ATTEST:

/!

Keeper of The IY’atx'onaI Register/’

Date ! l“
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