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1. Name of Property
historic name MONTVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH

other names/site number SONS OF ABRAHAM SYNAGOGUE / BETH ABRAHAM CONGREGATION

2. Location

street & number 5 HAMMERTOWN ROAD not for publication

city or town SANDISFIELD vicinity N/A
state MASSACHUSETTS Code MA county BERKSHIRE code zip code 01255

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H*nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
O'meets » does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationally « statewide BTlocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

« entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheeL
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



MONTVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X_ private _X building(s)
_ Public-local _ district
_ public-State _site
_ public-Federal __structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION: Religious Facility (Church/Synagogue)

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

MID-19” CENTURY: Greek Revival

Narrative Description

BERKSHIRE COUNTY. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 _building
0 0 sites
0 0 structures
objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION & CULTURE: auditorium

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE
walls WOOD

roof ASPHALT
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

(Please refer to continuation sheets)
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SECTION 7: DESCRIPTION
Introduction

The Montville Baptist Church is awood-frame Gresk Reviva-style meatinghouse with an expossd
granite foundation. The building is s&t on agraded parcd inarura setting. The building's current
gopearance reflects three periods of use as a Baptist medtinghouse (1839), an Orthodox Jewish
synagogue (1921), and a community arts center (1996).

Location & Setting

The town of Sandisfield is located in the southesst comer of Berkshire County, the westernmaost county
in Massechusatts It is bordered by the Massachusettstowns of New Marlborough, Monterey, Otis ad
Tolland and by the Connecticut towns of Norfolk and Colebrook on the south. The terrain conssts
mostly of segp wooded hills with fast-moving sreemsin the intervales, particularly the Buck River
tributary of the Farmington River which runsthrough the Montville area

The Montville Baptist Church islocated on asmdl parce on the northwest sSde of Hammertown Road,
just north of the intersection with Sandisfield Road (a primary local road desgnated MA Route 57). Itis
located on the north dde of the linear village known as Montville (formerly Mechanicsville) that extends
aong Sandisfield Road and the adjacent Buck River branch of the Farmington River. Inthe immediate
areq, wood-frame single-family homesand farmhousesfrom the 19%' and 20* centuries are st doseto
Sandisfield Road with some small-scale wood-frame former industrial buildings scattered adong the Buck
River. Many of the houses and industria buildings have been heavily renovated and remodded, athough
there are afew farmhouses in the areathat have been carefully restored.

The church parcd isroughly rectangular with 130 feet offrontageon Hammertown Road. The church
building is s inthe middle of the parcel with agenfle dope leading up to the front and a segp rise on
the other three 9des. A semicircular dirt track leedsfrom Hammertown Road to the church entrance. A
grassy lawn encircdles the church with wild shrubbery on the edgesof the parcel. There are no
outbuildings or additiona Sructures on the parcdl, (photo #1)

Exterior Appearance

The Montville Baptist Church exhibits the characterigtic form of a rural New England megtinghouse with
vernacular Greek Revival details. It isarectangular wood-frame Structure with clgpboard exterior, multi-

(continued)
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pane double-hung windows and a single-ridge gabled roof The main eevation is composad of asaries of
engaged pilagters supporting atriangular pediment inthe gable end, topped by atwo-dage square belfry
with louvered vents. A full undergtory, accessible a gradeinthe front of thebuilding, isendosed by a
high granite block foundation, (photo #2)

The foundation consists mainly of square-cut mortared granite blocks, 6 to 8 inches thick, with rubble fill
behind, but the materids and workmanship are not consstent. On the rear (north) éevation, the granite
blocks a the comers give way to smaler and more random blocks in the center.

On the south eevation, four modem glass-pand doors are cantered inthe same plane as the foundation,
providing acoessto arecessed vestibule where twin saircases and restrooms flank the recessed double-
leaf grade entrance that opensdirectly to the lower level. The windows a the basament level consgt
primarily of 10/10 double-hung wood saeh, except for a6 & 6 double casement window &t the northwest
comer. All the basement windows have wooden frames and granite sills. Most of the glass panes gopear
to date from the 20* century.

The masonry foundation on the eedt Sde of the building isincondstent inworkmanship and materias.
The southem portion of the north wall exhibits a pattem of granite blocks consgtent indze ad
placement with the rest of the foundation, while the center section (on both ddes of thefirst basemant
window) is compased mainly offieldstone. The northem gretch of thewall shows still another treatment,
with square-cut dones st very neatly in amanner noticesbly different from the rest of the foundation.

The manner in which the granite foundation supports the wood-frame structure is dso unusud. Wood-
frame gmctures of this vintage commonly overhang the masonry foundation dlightly, with the angle of
the dgpboards and skirt boards forming adrip edgethat shedswater away from the building. In the cage
of the Montville Baptist Church, the foundation extends beyond the wood sill, creating a gone shelf that
iscut flat, rather than beveled to shed water. Since that type of juncture would encourage pooling and
wicking of moisture, awooden water table covered with metalflashinghas been added to deflect rain and
S0W.

The church itself isarectangular, front-gabled wood-frame stmcture enclosing asingle level sanctuary
with high ceilings. The front (south) elevation condss of two engeged comer pilagters (on the front face
only) supporting abroad entablature and a daosad triangular pediment withflush-boardedtympanum.

The centrd feature is anarrow former entry framed by two engaged pilagters supporting a projecting
comice. The doorway location is now covered with dagpboards and in the synagogue period (1921-1996)
supported alarge gar of David hung on the clapboards. (The symbol isno longer extant.)

(continued)
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The ddewdlsof thebuilding (photo #3) exhibit apattem of regular fenestration with four windows
evenly soecad dlong eech side. All four elevations are covered with horizontal wood dapboards with a
four-inch revedl. The dgpboards are secured primarily with wire nailstypical of the early 20* century.

On the main elevation the engaged pilasters framing the former center entrance preserve the wide flat
profile common to vemacular Greek Reviva details. The projecting comice, as well, ssars to derive
from builders guides and pattem books. The broad entablature applied to the wall on the three finished
devaionsis characteridtic of the early to mid-19* century, as are the applied moldings on the pediment
and tower. Asthe building now stands, there are no openings (windows or doors) on the main faceof the
meatinghouse above the foundation.

The comer pilagters on the main elevation are distinctively neoclasscd rather than Gregk Revivd in
design. The shafts are sharply tgpered rather than draight and are gpplied to awide back pand. The
capitals are noticeably underszed in relation to the entablature they are meant to support. Both pilasters
show cuts or joints in the top section of the shaft and both exhibit patcheswhere electrical fixtures or
other devices were formerly attached. On the dSde devations, the engaged pilasters giveway to smple
comerboards, athough the wide entablature continues along each length.

The multipane double-hung wood windows aong both ddes of the main level are of colossaA proportions
(25 over 5 lights) with smple rectangular surrounds and wooden sills. The narrow muntin profileis
appropriate for the date of constmction (1839), dthough many of the colorless glass panes gopear to have
been replaced.

Therear devation (photo #4) is fully dgpboarded to the eavesand does not continue the broad
entablature. The dapboards on the north Sde show amarked inconsstency between the upper and lower
portions. The nailing pattem, reveal, and paint history are clearly different, indicating that aportion of
the wall wes previoudy re-sded. The lower sections of clapboarding show square patches near both
comers where stovepipes were formerly located. A shalow modem addition mns along the back of the
building and feetures a low-pitched hip roof, dgpboard siding and a singleflush-panel door a grade.

The dngle-ridge, gabled roof is currently covered with agphdt shingles. The fascia and soffits presarve
their 19* century molded profile. The key visua dement of theroof is the two-stage belfry that retsjust
behind the pesk of the gable on the main devation. The first dageis alow square bage rising only
dlighfly above the ridgeline of theroof The wide overhanging eaves and flat roof of the bese support a
taller squarebelfry with asinglerectangular louvered pand on each face. The belfry terminates ina
soondary eave supporting aflat roof with no surviving needle or weethervane.

(continued)
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Interior Appearance (photo#5)

A centrd vestibule & grede on the lower levd of the front elevation of the building leedsto the ssperate
men's and women's gaircases enclosad within the front comers of the building dunng the synegogue
period. The outer doors that form the airlock are newly ingtalled, as are the egress doors on the inner wall
of the vestibule.

Thewall congmction under the stairs is mostly sawn lath and plagter (late 19* or early 20* century),
dthough there are remnants of old board sheething that may represent either an earlier wall type or
smply the reuse of scrgp building materid. The first floor beamsvisible under the airs show empty
joist pockets and mortises, indicating that tairs from the lower level were not part of the original
constmction.

Once indde, the lower level consggts of asingle large multifunction room with asmal kitchen, dage and
utility room arrayed aong the north wall. The floor is poured concrete. The walls are amix of plagter and
lath, wallboard, and composite pands. The ceiling is panded with beeded-edge boards. The concrete
floor isintermpted in the center by two pairs of wood columns which help to support the main sanctuary.
The beeded-edge boards in the ceiling vary in width from 3 - 8."

Themain sanctuary level, accessble viathe two comer darcases, consgs of asngle open goece, two
dories high. The back (south) wall isoccupied by agepped gdlery between the two daircaseswith a
pair of square columns supporting the roof framing above. A tall wooden cabinet or ark, which held the
Torah during the synagogue period, hes been relocated to the center of the back wall.

The main floor retains the original fixed wooden pewsflanking two aides. The entire length of the front
of the sanctuary is filled with arecently constmcted wooden dage. The center of the north wall is
recessd dightly behind the original pulpit location. The flooring in the sanctuary consgs of wide
boards fagtened with cut nails and painted.

The low-back wooden pews in the center and on both Sdes of the a@des gppear to be 19* century in form
and configuration. The Sde pews terminate in a smple wainscoting aong the outer walls.

Thewadls of the sanctuary are hair plaster applied over early 19* century split lath (visible dong the eest
wall). Thewalls are devoid of detail, except for a nicely rounded plaster wall retum dongdde each large
window. There are two large rectangular patchesin the plaster of the northwall, perhgpsrelating to a
previous heating sysem. There isdso alarge plaster patch (about 6 wide) in the south wall wherethe
old center entrance was covered over. Portions of the lath patched over the entry are visible in the crawl
goece below the tiered gallery and beneeth the highest pew.

(continued)
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The ssnduary celling consds of metdhed beedad-edge boards, roughly 3- 8" inches wide, amilar to
those of the lower levd. The boards are laid over an earlier plagter celling, es indicated by the
termingtion of the cdumns in the gdlery. A brass chanddier and bers for gage lighting heng from the
cealing.

The das or dege dong the north wall of the sanduary is of recent congtmction, but an earlier wooden
daisfrom the synegogue period survives undemegth. |t features acanter section 12 dagpflankedby two
dhat darcasss ad shdlower Sdewings (goproximatdy 8 degp). At the rear of the dage, asedtion of
thefl ooringis hinged to provide aooess for the bgptismd tank undemeeth.

Progress o Rehabilitation

The Montville medinghouseis more carefully tended now then a any timein recat higory. The
Sandididd Arts& Redoration Committee hes repared the roof and belfry, inddled an arlock & the
bessmat etrance ad aested amechanicd room and emagay egess a the reer of the building. The
exteior dgpoards and trim are being sargped by hand, caulked, and repaired in preparation for painting.
Interior plagter repar and repainting is currently undaerway.

By nominating the Montville Baptis Church to the National Regider of Historic Flaces the Sandidfidd
Arts& Redoration Committee hopes to promote broeder goprediation of the higtoric and artidic
ggnificance of thiscommunity resource. Asthe arts center baoomes more widdy known, the committee
intends to solicit public and private fundsfor restoration and mantenance

Archaeologica Description

While no andent Native American gtesare known on the church property or inthe generd area
(within one mile), Stesmay exist. Environmental characterigtics of the property generdly
regpresent locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the
presence of andent stes. The church occupiesawell drained, level to moderatdy doping terrace
within 1,000 feet of the confluence of Fuller Brook and Buck River. Glacial till containing
dones and boulders are d 0 characteridtic of the soil type found inthe areg, acharacteridtic thet
may reduce the overall ancient Ste sengtivity a this location. In generd, however, the potentia
for locating significant ancient Native American resources on the church property islow. During
the 1922 renovations to adgpt the Old Baptist Meeting House to the nesds of an Orthodox Jewish
Synagogue, afull basament was added and the landscgpe infrontof the building was graded to
(continued)
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cregte adirect entranceto the new basament meeting hall. Given the small sze of the nominated
property (lessthan one acre), the effects of 1922 renovations and the origina constmction of the
church and related facilities, any Native American resourcesthat may have been presant were
destroyed.

A high potentia exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the church property.
Stmcturd evidence may survive from a smal wooden horse shed illustrated behind the churchin
the 1904 Atlas of Berkshire County. Documentary resserch combined with archaeologicd
urvey and testing may locate additional evidence of outbuildings on the property.
Archaeologica evidence may a0 survive from occupationa related feetures (trash pits, privies,
wells) originally located in dose proximity to the church.

(End of Section 7)
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Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying tfie property
for Nationai Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant &
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Marl< "x" in all ttie boxes tfiat apply.)

Property is:

owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.
C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.
E
F
G

>

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

a commemorative property.

_ less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

9. Major Bibliographical References

BERKSHIRE COUNTY. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

é‘?ﬁmﬁﬁg%&v European (Jewish)

RELIGION
SOCIAL HISTORY
COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance

1839-1956

Significant Dates

1839 (Construction)
1922 (Conversion to synagogue)

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is mart<ed above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

C. Barker & M. Crittenden (Otis, MA)
L. Barker & J.P. Bentlev (South Sandisfield, MA)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the Nationai
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X_Massachusetts Historical Commission
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
_ University
__ Other
Name of repository:
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INTRODUCTION

The former Montville Baptist Church, erected in 1839 by local builders, is Sandisfield's mog distinctive
public building inthe Greek Reviva style. Itsorigina use a aBaptist Church (from 1839), its
ubsquent use as an orthodox Jewish synegogue (after 1921), and its more recent use as an arts canter
(dnce 1996) reflect the changing character of the community over time.

The church building retains a high degree of integrity inlocation, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association and mests National Regiger Criteria A and C a the locd level.
The Montville Baptist Church derives its architectural significancefromthe 19*' century vemecular
Gresk Revivd building style and its cultural significance from the longstanding use of the building for
religious sarvices and community events.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Montville Baptist Church (later the Sonsof Abraham synagogue) encapaulatesthe pattem of 19*
century settlement inwestem Massachusetts and the dramatic impect of European immigration on mral
communities inthe early 20* century. AsaBaptist medtinghouse from 1839 to 1920, the building
represents acommon religious preference of the working-class Y ankee population of the 19* century. As
an Orthodox Jewish synagogue from 1921 to 1996, the building dso representsthe assimilation of
Eagem Europeen immigrants in the yearsfollowing World War |. Through its history of use, the
Montville medtinghouse meatsNational Regiger Criterion A a the local leve.

In addition to its interesting history of use, the Montville Baptist Church is significant as one of
Sandisfield's oldest public buildings. Built by local carpenters based on widely published designs the
building isadassic example of the vemecular interpretation of the Greek Revival style.

Criterion A: Sandisfield's Historical Development

Settlement & Colonia Period (1735-1775)

The Town of Sandisfield was established in 1736 (Housatonic Township #3), settled in 1750, and

incorporated in 1762. Most of the original proprietors who received alotments of land werefrom

Worcester County in Central Massachusetts, but the early settlerswere mostly from Wethersfield (CT)

and other central Connecticut towns. Someof the settlers dso migrated from southeastern Massachusetts

and CgpeCod. Most Sandisfield settlers were loggers, trappers, smal-scde farmers (grain and
(continued)
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livestock), or skilled artisans (carpenters, blacksmiths). Asrequired for incorporation, the town erected a
Congregationd medtinghouse in 1757 to sarve local resdents. (The building was demoalished in 1796.)
By 1776, Sandisfield's population stood a 1,044, compared to its present year-round populahon of less
than 700.

Federd Period (1775-1810)

As stlement continued in Sandisfield during and after the American Revolution, two Baptist societies
were organized as an altemétive to the established Congregationa society. The first Baptist society was
founded in 1779 by Joshua Morse (1726-1795). Morse was ordained as aminister in 1750 and came to
Sandisfieldin 1779 to stat anew Baptist society. Morse died inJduly of 1795, but the 46 sgnatories to
the original covenant increased to amembership of 115 by 1798. The society held meetings in members
homes and schoolhousesin Sandisfield, Tyringham, New Marlboro, and Greet Barrington.

The ssoond Baptist Society was founded in 1790 by Benjamin Baldwin (d. 1816) and initially ussd a
medtinghouse innearby Otis(MA). The difficult terrain that impeded travel to acentra megtinghouse
justified the exigence of two Baptist societies in the town.

The population of Sandisfield increased gradually throughout the Federd period, from 1,044 in 1775 to
1648 in 1810. The local economy continued to rely on farming, timber, and charcod production aong
with small water-powered mills that met the local need for com, lumber, and agricultural implements.

Early Industrial Period (1810-1870)

Throughout mog of the 19* century, the hilltown economy weas basad on farming, timber, and smal-
e water-powered indugtries. Important agricultural products were rye, flax, potatoes, com, and cider.

Asthe Erie Cand system facilitated the transport of people and goodsto the Midwest and as frontiers
were opened to settlement, the smdl and hilly farms of westem M assachusetts begean to lose their gpped.
While many Berkshire County residents migrated westward, the rapid development of water-powered
mills and the advent of railroad service in Berkshire County (1842) gppeared to promise abetter future.
The hamlet of Mechanicsville (later Montville) in Sandisfield took advantage of the fast-flowing Buck
River inthe 19* century to support sawmillsand gristmills, cloth-finishing mills, atoolworks, and a

tannery.

The two Baptist societies in Sandisfield were srved by a series of ministers from nesrby towns in
Massechusetts New Y ork, and Connecticut until 1829 when they were united under the leadership of

(continued)
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Henry C. Skinner and Rev. John Wilder. 1n 1839, the united society voted to erect anew Baptist
medtinghouse inthe hamlet of Mechanicsville (Montville).

The Baptist metinghouse was completed by February of 1842 when Jarius Barker sold to the Baptist
Society of Sandisfield afour-acre parcd "on which the Baptist Mestinghouse now stands’ for aprice of
only $100 (Berkshire County Registry of Deeds, South District, Book 119, page442). It isinteresting to
note that the deed was not actually filed until 1874.

The church records and membership rollshave not come to light, o itisdifficultto sketcha
demogragphic profile of the congregation or to identify key leeders. In westem Massachusetts
communities. Baptist societies inthe mid-19* century tended to draw from working-class populations
with modest levels of formal education.

In Sandisfield, the signatories of the 1839 Montville dead identified in the 1850 Federd census (Jams
Barker, Sddon Fuller, James Jones, Orville Merrill) were all farmers and laborers. Jairus Barker (1785-
1857) and Orville Merrill (1805-1881) are both listed intown records as desoons of the Bapfist Church.

Jairus Barker (1785-1857) was bom in Arlington, Vermont, of parents from Coventry, Connecticut. The
family moved to Sandisfield by 1788 when Jaruswes still atoddler. Between 1808 and 1825, Jairus and
hiswife Tabithy [Tabitha] had saven children (Ajulina, Fiddia, Abigail, Lester, Sylvester, Lavina and
Edmund).

Orville Merrill (1804-1881) was bom in Sandisfield to parents from West Hartford, Connecticut.
Between 1830 and 1835, Merrill and hisfirst wife (name unknown) hed three children (James Henry,
Mary Elizaand Samud Bedortha). After hiswife passad away, Orville married asecond timein 1875 &

ae 71

James Jones (1799-1875) was bom in Sandisfield and married Sdly Chapd in 1822. They hed two
children (Perry Green and Lucy Ann).

The neamesand key dates of sarvice of some of the Baptist ministers in Mechanicsville have been
retrievedfi-omtown records and census records.

* Rev. James Squire (1839-1841)
* Rev. John Higby (1841 -46)

* Rev.J Tony Smith (1846-1854)
* Rev. Thomas Wright (1854)

* Rev.JL.Barlow (1854)

* Rev. JF.Jones (1856)
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* Rev.JV.Lintel (1859)

* Rev. R.H. Maine (1863)

* Rev. Allen E.Battelle (1871)

* Rev. C.L.Ruberg(1874)

* Rev. JT. Binder (1878)

* Rev. Wdllace Crocker (after 1878)

While town records indicate that none of the ministers was bom, married, or died in Sandisfield, children
were bom to severd ministers during their tenure intown. Rev. James Squire and hiswife Elizahad a
daughter (Helen Parthenia) bom in Sandisfield in 1840. Rev. John Higby and his wife Hannah hed two
children bom in Sandisfield, Caroline (1843) and Mary Amanda (1847). Rev. Thomas Wright hed two
daughtersbom in Sandisfield (names not recorded, bom 1853 and 1855). Rev. A.E. Battelle and hiswife
("E,M.") had a son George bom in Sandisfield in 1872. Rev. Wallace Crocker and hiswife Ellen had a
daughter Agnes Browning bom in Sandisfield in 1885.

Late Industrial Period (1870-1910)

The growth of American industry after the Civil War resulted in an affluent upper dassresiding in ad
around major metropolitan aress like New York City. Easy aocess by train from New Y ork encouraged
the constmction of eaborate summer "cottages' in Berkshire County (MA) whichwas known as the
"Newport of the Hills" by 1880.

The trend to affluent tourism directly affected the more accessible locations in Berkshire County and hed
very little impact initially on remote aresslike Sandisfield. The Beers Atlas of Berkshire County
(published 1876) captured the town just after itsindustrial pesk with five distinct villages or hamletsand
atota population of about 1,500 people. In addition to the usud farmhouses and village resdences, the
town included sawmiills, gristmills, a shingle mill, awagon shop, a bedgead factory, blacksmiths,
tanneries, generd gores, pod offices, and a hotel.

By 1876, the village of Mechanicsville had beaen renamed Montville, perhgpsinanod to thevillage
improvement societies of the early Victorian period which sought to replace unattractive or functional
(and somewhat derogatory) place nameswith more poetic desgnations. (There isno evidence to suggest
that the renaming of the village references the town of Montville, Connecticut, located 70 miles southeest
of Sandisfield.)

(continued)
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The village as represented by the Bears Atlas (1876) condged of 26 residences, a sawmiill, three rake
dhops two blackamiths, a sovepipe shop, aflour and feed Sore, and agenerd dore. The amdl town-
owned parcd just west of the Montville Baptist Church was the dte of district school (no longer extant).
The neerby resdence eest of the church was being usad as aparsonege. A smal wooden horse shed
behind the Montville Baptist Church isrecorded inthe 1904 Berkshire County aflas, but there isno dear
record of when it was built or when it was removed.

Hansfor aregiond network of railroads along the Farmington River fell through in 1873 and
Sandisfield, like other Berkshire hilltowns, saw arapid decline in farming and smal industries. The
populahon of Sandisfield declined dramatically from 1482 in 1870, to 807 in 1890 and to only 566
resdentsin 1910.

By the 1890s, membership inthe Baptist society had declined and the meetinghouse was knownto be in
poor condition. The smal congregation gppeded for regiona assistance in June 1894 when Edward A.
Whitney as Deacon of the Baptist Church in Sandisfield sold the parcd "on which the mestinghouse now
dands' to the Berkshire Baptist Association, Inc. (Berkshire County Registry of Deads, South Didtrict,
Book 155, page 589). Conditions did not improve and broken windows (perhgps related to the adjacent
district school) and aleaking roof took aheavy toll onthe building as it was left essentidly vacant for the
next 25 years.

Early Modem Period (1910-1955)

The Fedard income tax (1913) and gock market crash of 1929 effectively desroyed the congpicuous
affluence of the Berkshire County cottages. Locd indudtries in the adjacent hilltowns a0 declined and
Sandisfield & its lowest point counted apopulation of only 412 resdentsin 1930.

Sandisfield's unexpected influx of new Jewish immigrants inthe early 20* century wes due to the action
of Baron Maurice de Hirsch (1831-1896), a German Jaw who mede a fortune as a European railroad
devdoper. Concemed about the worsening plight of Jawsin westem Russia (primarily rural Orthodox
Jawsfrom Lithuania, Poland and Ukraine), he founded the Baron de Hirsch Fund in the Unites States in
1891 and a subsdiary organization, the Jewish Agricultural and Aid Society.

The Jawish Agricultural and Aid Society worked to identify potential emigrants and providefinancial
incentives for them to setfle in dispersed farming communities in Americarather than in crowded cities.
Abandoned or undemtilized farmland was available in New England and esawhere for very low prices.
By avoiding the metropolitan population centers, smal communities of Jewish settlers were expected to
assimilate more rapidly and avoid some agpectsof discrimination.

(continued)
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Prior to the purchase of the Montville meeting housein 1921, the Jewish congregation in Sandisfield was
organized as Congregation Ahavat Ha-Tzedek. 1ts membership included Levi Albert, Yisroe Albert,
Abraham Kleiner, Zvi Dovid Kosherg, Max Neger, Chaim Orengein, Ephram Orengein, Beryl Pinsky,
David Pinsky, and Solomon Pollock. Religious services were conducted in the homeof Levi Albert in
the village of New Boston (Sandisfield) for the benefit of Jewish reddentsin all areas of Sandisfield
including Eagt and West New Boston, Town Hill, and Montville.

The Baron de Hirsch Fund helped establish mral Jewish settlements in several Connecticut communities
including Chesterfield, Colchedter, Ellington, Montville, and Newtown. In an article dated July 11, 1904,
the Wingted (CT) Evening News described the Orthodox Jewish community in neerby Sandisfield,
Massechusetts

Jewish Settlement - Colony of Hebrews in Sandisfield isBusy Improving Run Down Farms

The Jewish colony in Sandisfield is busy cutting brush, pulling stumps, and burning over
pastureland. Plowing and planting, work in the grain and hay fields, etc. issteadily going on. Not
only do the men work in the fields, but the women and boys do their share of outdoor work... What
will be the outcome of this infiux offoreign population ishard to say. It will certainly makean
improvement in the looks of the land, and as long as they dig and drudge the way they are now
doing over in the new settlements, thefarms will grow more valuable, the merchants do a better
business and the valuation of the town be increased... Thesepeople pay cashfor everything, mind
their own affairs and keep their own society.

[Quoted by Anne Hoffman in Sandisfield: Biography of a Town, p. 87]

In August 1921, the Berkshire Baptist Association sold the building and land to Benjamin Jensky
(Berkshire County Registry of Deeds, South Digvict, Book 231, page 229). He used the former
parsonage as his home and sold the adjacent medtinghouse to the Montville Sonsof Abraham
Congregeation (B'Nai Abraham) for $1,500 in September 1922 (Berkshire County Registry of Desds,
South Digtrict, Book 231, page 469). When Benjamin Jensky of Montville (Sandisfield) purchasaed the
former Baptist meeting housein 1921 and sold it to the Jewish congregation, therewas someinitial
dissention about locating the new synagogue in the hamlet of Montville rather than the more accessble
village of New Boston. The issueswere gpparently resolved and on September 22, 1924, the
congregation was formally organized under anew condtitution as the Sonsof Abraham. To adapt the old
Baptist meetinghouse to the neads of an Orthodox Jawish synagogue, the meetinghouse weas raised up
and the areaundemesth was excavated to convert the three-foot foundation to a full besement. The
landscgpein front of the building was re-graded to create a direct entrance to the basament meeting hall
and comer gaircases below the original front door.

(continued)



NPS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places

Continuation Shegt

Montville Baptist Church
Section number 8 Page 7 Sandisfield, Berkshire County, MA

On the main eevation, the comer pilasters and centra doorframe wereretained in the 1922 remodeling,
but with new clgpboarding between and within them, eliminating the original entrance. (The outline of
the old entrance can still be glimpsed from the insde by crawling under the tiered paws in the rear.) The
new basament entrance aso provided separate aooessto two interior saircases (for men and women

respectively).

Ontheindde of the meetinghouse, the plaster walls, multipanewindows, and wood pews remained
intact. The origina pulpit was removed and replaced with adas acrossthe front of the sanctuary.
Raisd tiers of seating for women were erected in a sgparate section a the back of the synagogue, while
the paws on the main floor were resarved for men. In the 1924 constitution, the congregation cited the
teaching of children as aprimary goal. Membership duesof $15 per year would go to support arabbi "to
teach the children and to be of service to us when wewish."

Under the date of November 2, 1927, the minutes of the congregation record income of $152.35froma
masquerade ball, but with no details of the event.

At amesdting in 1928, there was a discussion about finding rooms near the synagogue for membears who
lived too far avay to walk to sarvices on the High Holy Days.

The minutes of 1936 include amotion that Brother Steinberg should withdraw all the money from the
bank "tofix the shul,” but no details are provided. Repairs to the floor were neaded in 1939 and the
congregation voted to tear up the floor on September 15, 1939 to evauate what wias neseded.

By 1936, the members were contracting on an annud basiswith Reb Schochet HaCohen to supervise the
duahgter of chickens and other livestock according to Jewish law. Mr. Stein was the butcher for the
congregation, but there were periodic complaints about him selling meeat that was not kosher. 1n 1940
there was aflurry of concem about amember of the congregation who weas accussd of sdlling "' carcasses"
(non-kosher chickens) to Jawsin nearby Hartford (CT). Asaresult, the congregation decided to invest in
ameachine that the Schochet could use to tag or sed chickens as kasher. The Schochet continued to serve
the congregation & least through 1944, dthough there were congant debates about how frequently he
should visit members and how much he should be paid.

Beginning in 1937, the congregation isreferred to as Congregation B'nai Abrahamin the minutes. The
Ladies Auxiliary raised money by sponsoring dancesat Galaski's Dance Hall in Sandisfield (built by
Abe Baranoff in 1927, but no longer extant). The first dancein 1937 raised $110.50 after $16 was paid
for the live music. Other danceswere scheduled to raise additional money as needed to support the
buildings and activities of the congregation.

(continued)
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In 1939, the congregation agreed that anyone who was not aUnited States citizens should be hdped to
become one. There was some concem voiced in the congregation about land in Sandisfield thet wes
being given to non-Jewish Germans. Money weas a0 collected for the assgance of refugees.

TheB'Nai Abraham congregation wes originally heeded by Rabbi Max Cohen (1888-1940). Rabbi
Cohen emigrated from Russa in 1905 and settled in Sandisfield where he and hiswife Idaraised five
daughters Hewas instrumentd in purchasing the Montville Baptist Church building and conducted
regular sarvices in the ssmcture for more than eghteen years. After the rabbi's desth, the synagogue was
usad only for specid occasions with no resdent leadership.

A preliminary andysis of the 1930 Federd cenausfor Sandisfield yields aprofile of the Jewish
community & itspesk. Looking only a heedsof household and their gpouses (atotal of 183 people),
dightly more than 5096 (101 individuals) were bom in New England, New Y ork, or Caneda. Another
30% (57 individuals) were bom in Russa, Austria, or Poland and havetraditional Jewish sumames The
remaining heeds of household and goouseshail from Italy, Scandinavia (Finland and Swveden), Ireland,
Germany, and other European countries.

Jawish immigration from Eagtem Europe was severdy redtricted by new immigration quotasthat took
effectin 1924. The Great Depression of the 1930s and Sandisfield'sremote location eventudly
contributed to ademographic trend that could not be reversed. As amal farms became lessviable, more
people left Sandisfield to sesk employment and educationa opportunities esewhere. The district schools
in Sandisfield were consolidated in 1949 and the smdll district schoolhouse adjacent to the synegogue in
Montville was subssquently demolished.

The Jawish population gradualy declined during the Depression as familiesand grown children left
Sandisfield for other locations. 1n 1937 the congregation had to borrow money to pay the billsfor
insurance and electricity. 1n 1940 the building was without el ectricity and was not restored until the
congregation paid the $28 that was past due,

The minutes of Congregation B'nai Abraham end in 1943 and the synagogue dosed in the late 1940s
There was an effort to reopen the synagogue in the 1980s, but the congregation was not able to maintain
the minimum numbers required under Jewish law.

In 1950, Sandisfield'stotal population stood a only 437, but the town was being rediscovered ssa
aummer resort for visitors and second-home resdents from New York City.

(continued)
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Recent Higtory

Asthe Orthodox Jewish congregation aged and dwindled, the old mestinghouse/synagogue became a
financia burden in congant nead of repair. To cdebrate the congregation's 50* anniversary in 1971,
B'Nai Abraham raised $2,000 towards renovation of the synagogue, but even that amount proved

inadequate.

Following the establishment of Tanglewood in Lenox as the summe home of the Boston Symphony in
1937, nearby Berkshire communities like Sandisfield began to find new life as summer resorts and arts
centers. A large influx of middle dasstourists replaced the few wedlthy families of the Gilded Age. The
trend continued throughout the second half of the 20* century, and Sandisfield's year-round population
of 667 (2000 census) more than doubles during the summer arts seeson.

By the 1980sthe building was inpoor condition. A local carpenter braced up the roof to prevent collgpse
while aloca group was organized to pursue the god of establishing an arts center on Sandisfield, which
becamethe Sandisfield Artsand Recreation Committee (SARC). The remaining members of the former
synagogue agread to donate the building to SARC in 1995. Ata"Specid Meeting of the Sons of
Abraham Congreation of Sandisfield, Massachusetts' on October 15, 1995, those attending agredd thet
al Jewish resdents and all Jewish property owners in Sandisfield would be consdered membersof the
congregation and allowed to vote. Twenty-eight memberswere present and gpproved four resolutions:

1 Toloan one Torah to Knesst Igadl innearby Pittsfield, Massachusetts.

2. Toappoint acommittee to consder the possibility of loaning two other Torah's (in dorage a
Knesst |sradl).

3. Toplace other religious articles of persond property (Ark, severd framed wall pieces) onloanto
SARC.

4. Toconvey al red edate"ss is' to SARC for charitable, educationd and/or civic purposes

In 1996, SARC was organized as anonprofit group to take over ownership of the Montville
medtinghouse (Berkshire County Registry of Deeds, South District, Book 975, pege 51). Through arts
programming and condant fundraising, the committee has managed to preserve the medtinghouse and
convert it to use as acommunity dage and auditorium.

In the last few years, SARC haes mede substantial progressin preserving and restoring the old

medtinghouse. A grant from the Massachusetts Preservation Projects Fund of the Massachusatts
Higtorical Commission helped repair the roof and bell tower in 1999. The success of that project led to

(continued)
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additional support and the eventud full restoration of the building as it dandstoday. A new airlock hes
bemn ingtalled on the basement entrance inthe front of the building. A smal addition inthe rear hes
expanded the gegefacilities, but al of the building's historic details from both periods of use (Baptist
and Jewish) have been retained.

At the present time the entrance and stage have been upgraded and the exterior of the wood-frame
building hes been patched and completdy repainted. The historic pewsremain in place as sedting for the
theetre. Interior plagter repair and painting is underway.

Criterion C: Architectural Style

Thanks to the survival of the original constmction contract (Berkshire County Registry of Deeds South
Didtrict, Book 80, page 76), the detailed requirements for congmction of the megtinghouse in 1839 ae
known. Since the level of detail inthe document isunusud for avemacular ssmcture, the agreamant is
transcribed infull below:

Beit remembered that on this 15¢ day of January 1839, it is agreed between Harvey Fuller, Janes
Jones, Shddon Fuller, Lester Barker and Orville Merrill of Sandisfield, County of Berkshire and
Commonwedth of Massachusetts, committee of the Baptist Society of Sandisfield, and Calvin
Barker, Munson Crittenden of Otis, county aforesaid, and Lester Barker, John P. Bentley of South
Sandisfield, carpenters, in manner and form following, to wit, wethe said Calvin and Leser do for
oursalves our heirs, executors and administrators, covenant and agree with the committee aforesaid
or their successorsin officethat we the said Calvin and [blank] as our assgns shal and will before
the first day of December next in good and workmanlike manner, and according to our best
knowledge and skill a aplace called Mechanicsvillein said Sandisfidldwill and substantialy erect,
build and finish one Meeting house according to the draft or schame hereto annexed - the
foundation to be composad of good weether brick or smooth quarried undressed stone, laid in lime
mortar, one foot in thickness, and the front three feet in height. The sillsof the frame of good sound
white hemlock or red beech, or any other suitable timber, the beams and posts and braces of good
sound hardwood. The bracesinthe body part to be 4 by 5 inches, and the rest according to the plan
- and twoties 4 by 8 inches between each bert - the outsde of the roof boarded and shingled with
good hemlock shingle. The body dapboarded with good pine stuff - and the doors, window casings
and moldingsto be first rate pine stuff, the front gable end to be ceiled with pine boards, 4 inchesin
width, the other clapboarded, the Belfry, the first story dapboarded, the next ceiled up with four
window blinds, the upper deck covered inagood subgantiad manner with arailing of pand work of
a auitable height. The insde to have two pand doors of 1 and 1/2 inches thick of good pine - the
floors of good whitehemlock or meple - the dips [pews] and casingsto be of good pine or bass the
top of the dipsto be of buttemut or cherry stained. The pulpit to be in front with two doors of good
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pine- ok stained, the wholeto lath and plagtered with two good coats of lime - and the outside to
be painted whitewith three coats of good oil and whitelead, and it is undergood that the lumber
shall be as good as is generdly used in buildings of thisdescription.

And if any misunderstanding should arise respecting the goodness of the materids or the manner of
the work, the judgment or voice of the master workman shall be consdered the same as two of the
committee in determining such quesions. And if after eny part of the work is finished and the
committee disgpprove of it, the same shall be left to three disinterested men to determine. And the
sad committee do hereby covenant and egreewith the said Calvin Barker and co. and Lester Barker
and QO to fumish the ground prepared for laying the foundation - and to cause the subscription for
building the house to be filled, up to the amount of one thousand five hundred dollars of as good
responsible names, as those who are now on said list, that the said contractors shall receive one
thousand four hundred dollars of said subscription money, the one half of it when the frame is
erected, and the remainder when the work shall be completed, and Mr. Jarius Barker shal use his
best endeavvor to collect the same, and to kegp a good ook out whether any of the subscribers refuse
to pay, or are likely to fail and in such casethe contractors are free to take the subscription and
collect them themselves, but itisdistinctly understood that the building committee shdl not be
responsible for any default in paying said subscriptions. And inwitness hereof the contracting
parties do hereby bind themsdvesto the faithful performance of each of the said covenants aove
written inthe final sum of two thousand dollars.

Sam'l Merrill

JariusBarker

Baker & Crittenden, contractors
Barker & Bentley, contractors
John M. Fuller

Josgph S Fuller

Legser J Barker

Orvill Memll

Janes Jones

The result of the contract was the current Montville megtinghouse, awood frame smcture on a gone
foundation with a simple gabled roof and asquare belfry. The exterior dagpboards remain on the Sdes
and rear, as do the original multipane windows and the origina dips or pewvsinthe sanctuary.

The building'stwo major periods of use (Baptist meatinghouse, 1839 and Orthodox Jewish synagogue,
1922) are clearly reflected in the current physical characterisfics of the ssmcture. The mog significant

(continued)
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change occurred in 1922, when the building was raised up and excavated undemegth to cregte a full
undergory enclosed by an exposed granite foundation. On the front (south) elevation, the center
entrance a the sanctuary level was clgpboarded over and anew vestibule was created a the basament
level.

Since mod of the clgpboards on the front eevation were replaced in 1922 and subssquent remoddings, it
is possble that the front eevation might have included windows flanking the main entrance. 1f s, they
were removed when the rear seeting was constmcted in the sanctuary.

It iseven possble that the front walls might have originally beenflush-boarded("ceiled"), like the
tympanum above and as suggested by the 1839 building contract (“the front gable end to be ceilled with
pine boards, 4 inches inwidth").

The wide entablature on the building suggeststhat engaged comer pilasters may have existed originaly
on the front eevation, but perhgpsinabroader and Smpler Gregk Reviva profile. The current tapered
pilagters probably date from the synagogue period. The dender proportions, Smple Doric-inspired
capitals and projecting bese certainly have morein common with the Colonial Reviva trend of the 1920s
than with the Greek Reviva styleof the 1830s

The south wall of the sanctuary has been gresatly modified with the sedling of the origina center entrance,
the lowering of the gallery and the creafion of new comer daircases. Sgg linesin the plaster and paint
lines on the columns show that the gallery was originally raised up to aheight of about 8 feet abovethe
floor. The main center entrance (about 6 feet wide) camein directly below the raised gdllery, as indicated
by the lath and plagter patch. Patchesto the sill and goron of the first sat of windows and to the plagter of
the south wall indicatethat two comer aircasesoriginaly led up to the higher gallery from the
sanctuary floor. (The daircasesran first dong the eest and west walls, and then tumed to rise dong the
south wall.) The center entrance and the origina comer Saircases were eliminated when the new men's
ad women's daircases were mn from the lower level.

While the Sandisfield Arts Center preserves the basc form and details of the old Baptist meeting house,
the smcture d <o clearly exhibits the modificationsthat were made in the 1920s to acoommodate the
nesdsof the Orthodox Jewish congregation. Both the historic religious uses are equaly significant and
cover an dmog equa oan of years. The plan for restoration and rehabilitation under the leadership of
the Sandisfield Arts & Restoration Committee sasksto presarve representative and character-defining
features from both periods of use

(continued)



NPS Fona | 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(~86)

United States Department of the Interior
Nationa Park Savice

National Regiger of Higoric Places
Continuation Shet
Montville Baptist Church

Sedtion number 8 Pege 13 Sandisfidd, Berkshire County, MA

Summary

The Montville Baptigt Church/ Sendidfidd Arts Cater isare of thelarges and mod dgnificant public
buildingsin the community. Itsdud role as a Baptis medinghouse and a Jawish synegogue is unusd
ad highly sgnificant, espeddly snce both tenandes goen an dmost equd term of about 75 years The
origind Baptig meginghouss, its convergon to a Jeavish synegogue and the more recant devdopmant of
acommunity arts center dl oeek doquently to the trandormation of a amdl Berkshire community in the
19* ad 20* centuries

By its prominent location and relation to ather historic Imaures the Montville Baptig Church is an
important visud icon for the village of Montville and the town es a whole. The building's former
rigious uses ad the new uge as an arts cante rdate directly to the mgor thames of Berkshire history
and meit itslisting on the Nationd Regider of Higoric Haoes

Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described aoove have the potentia to contribute important
information related to the socid, cultural, and economic characterigtics of the Mechanicsville
hamlet (later Montville), architectural characteristics of a rural New England meatinghouse with
vemacular Gresk Revival details, and the layout of facilities assodaed with the church. Since
church records and membership roles have not been found, archaeologicd  resources may
represent an important source of information to describe the mid to late 19" century Baptist
congregation. The identification and detailed andyd's of structura evidence related to church
facilities and the contents of occupationa-related facilities (trash pits, privies, wells) may
contribute important evidence that indicates the extent the Montville congregation encomypeasssd
aworking dass population with modest levels of education common of other western
Massachusetts communities. Congtmction features located around the meetinghouse and the
contents of trash depogts may contain evidence of congmction materids used in origina
congtruction of the meetinghouse and characteristic features usad initsdesgn. Design
characterigics and the location of stables, bams, and outbuildings may aso contribute important
evidence relating to the layout of church facilities and the economic characterigtics of the
congregation. Detailed andysis of the contents of occupationd-related features may do
document important socid, cultural, and economic changesa the church and its congregation as
it changedfi-omaBaptist society to an orthodox Jewish congregation.

(End of Section 8)
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1904 Bames& Famham, Atlas of Berkshire County, Massachusetts. Pittsfield, MA: Bames &
Famham.
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MONTVILLE BAPTIST CHURCH BERKSHIRE COUNTY. MA
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place a(jditional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone 18 Easting 655970 Northing 4664450

See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) see attached

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) see attached

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Gregory Farmer (consultant) with Betsv Friedberg. NR Director. MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date AUGUST 2006
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts zip code 02125-3314

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs - Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Propertv Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name SANDISFIELD ARTS & RESTORATION COMMITTEE. INC.

street & number P.O. BOX 31 telephone
city or town SANDISFIELD state MA zip code 01255

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this fonn is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this fonn to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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United Sates Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places
Continuation Shes
Montville Baptig Church

Sationnumba 10 Page 1 Sandidfidd, Berkshire County, MA

BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:

The boundaries of the nominated property are shown as apenciled hne on the accompanying Assessors
Maps of the Town of Sandisfield, Massachusetts, Sheat 202, Parcd 12, The trapezoidd parcd of 0.62

agesis located near the northwest comer of Sandisfield Road (MA Route 57) and Hammertown Roed

and includes 130 feet of frontage on the west Sde of Hammertown Rd.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION:

The boundaries of the National Register nomination ddinesate the parcd traditionally associated with the
Montville Baptist Church dnce its congtruction in 1839. The churchislocated inarural hamlet of
single-family homesand farms clustered along Sandisfield Road (MA Route 57) in the areaknown as
Montville (formerly Mechanicsville).

The church property is bordered on the northeest by aprivately-owned resdence, on the northwest by

private pasturdand, on the southwest by atown-owned parce that formerly held adistrict school (no
longer extant), and on the southwest by an unpaved roadway (Hammertown Road).

(End of Section 10)



?F’S ;onn | 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
el
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Continuation Shex

Montville Baptist Church
Section number Page 2 Sandisfield, Berkshire County, MA

APPENDIX

Ida Jenks Schechter was seven yearsold in 1921 when the church became a synagogue.  1n aninterview
in 1996, sherecdled:

My father [Benjamin Jensky] sold the church to the Jewish community, but the
property mcuded the parish house. The house wound up belongingto my
father and my family moved in, all six kidsand parents. The house [now
privately owned] is Stuated next to the synegogue and on either sde of the
synagogue wias the school [no longer extant]. | remember the excitement when
the church bell hed to be removed to meke the building kosher, and the
remova of any Baptist prayer books and New Tedaments that may have been
left. Thehall downdairs [in the meeting houss]l was filled with movable
benches and many beautiful chairs with rush seets An ornamentd cover for
the Sefer Torah was needed and was made by my mother [Rebecca Jensky].

The parsonage weas | eft completely furnished, including anorgan and in a
amdl room updairs all kinds of Bibles and other books. They remained
there and my mother warned us not to go neer them. Thewell a the house
would gokind of fry inwarm weether, 30 we had to supplement the water
supply by taking pails to the comer where Mr. Rich's dore was and use the
town watering trough. The watering trough hed two sections, the largest
part for horses, the smaller section for people.

(History of the Jawish Community in Sandisfield, Mass,, typescript of an interview with lda Jenks
Schechter, 1996. Collection of Sandisfield Historical Society.)
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United States Department of the Interior
Nationa Park Service

National Regider of Higoric Places
Continuation Shet
Montville Baptist Church

Photographs Pege | Sandisfidd, Berkshire County, MA

Montville Baptist Cliurch
Sandisfield, Berkshire County, Massachusetts

Black & White Archival Photographs

Photographer: Gregory Farmer

Dae October 2005

Location of Negatives: Agricola Corporation, PC Box 861, Chicopee, MA 01014-0861
Exterior view of Montville Baptist Church, looking northwest fi-om Hammertown Road.
Exterior view of Montville Baptist Church, looking northwest fi-om adjacent property.
Exterior view of Montville Baptist Church, looking northeestfi-omHammertown Road.
Exterior view of Montville Baptist Church, looking southwest to Hammertown Road.
Interior view of the Montville Baptist Church.
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(End)
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page

SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number 06000936 Date Listed 10/12/2006

Montville Baptist Church Berkshire Massachusetts
Property Name County Sate

N/A

Multiple Name

This property islised in the National Register of Historic Places in accordance with the
attached nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusons, or
amendments, notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included in the
nomination documentation.

Date of Action

Amended Itemsin Nomination:
Section 8. Criteria Condder ation
Criteria Congderation "A " (Religious Property) is hereby added..

Thisinformation was confirmed by Betsy Friedberg of the MA SHPO by teephone.

DISTRIBUTION:
National regiger propertyfile
Nominating Authority (without attachment)



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REG@ STER GF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON
PROPERTY Montville Baptist Church

NAME :

MJULTI PLE

NAME

STATE & GANTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Berkshire

DATE RECEHEl VED: 8/ 29/ 06 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST: 9/ 19/ 06
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 10/ 04/ 06 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 10/ 12/ 06

DATE G- WAEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 06000936

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL N DATA PRBLEM N LANDSCAPEE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
N PDIL: N PER D N PROERAM UNAPPROVED. N
REQEST N SAMVPLE: N SIR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N
COMMENT WAI VER: N
ACCEPT RETURN REJECT "tZ | "DATE

ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS

RECOM/ R TER A
REVI EWER DI SCI PLI NE_

TELEPHONE DATE
DOOUVENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N

[f anomnation isreturned t othe nomnating authority, the
nom nation i s nolonger under consideration by the NPS.







































The Commonwealth of M assachusgtts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Augugt 28, 2006 Massachusetts Historical Commission

Dr. John Roberts B 28D
National Register of Historic Places

Depatment of the Interior .
National Park Service m29 2mi
1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor L

Washington, DC 20005

Dear Dr. Roberts
Endosed please find the following nomination form:
Montville Baptist Church, Sandisfield (Berkshire), MA

The nomination has been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regider Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC Gregory Fammer, conaultant
Liama Toscanini, SARC
Sandiffidd Boad of Sdedtmen
Norton Hetcher, Sendisfidd Higorica Commisson
Sandiffidd Flanning Board Chair

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.gaema usmhc
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EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: ADDI TI ONAL DOOUMENTATI CN

PROPERTY  Montville Baptist Church
NAME :

MULTI PLE

NAME

STATE & GANTY. NMASSACHUSETTS, Berkshire

DATE RECElI VED. | O/ 28711 DATE CGF PENDI NG LI ST:

DATE G- 16TH DAY: DATE CF 45TH DAY: 12/ 13/ 11
DATE G- WAEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 06000936

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HER N PDI L: N PER QD N PROERAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N

GOMMENT WAL VER N
ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS

Additiond Doumeantatian Approved

RECOM / R TER

REVIEWER_ Tnt"M]f?jiVA DISCIPLINE

TELEPHONE DATE ;.7?2. - 9'- (
DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLRY/' N

[f anomnation isreturned t othe nomnating authority, t he
nom nation i s no longer under consideration by the NPS
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United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Montville Baptist Church
Sandisfield (Berkshire) MA
Section number 10 Page 1

The coordinates originally provided for Montville Baptist Church were 18 6559704664450. The
correct location is 0.63 miles (1000 m) due west of thispoint & 18 654970 4664450 (North
American Datum 1927).

Corrected March 2009
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The Commonwedth of Massach | (i -
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwedth

M assachusatts Historical Commisson

October 20, 2011

Mr. J. Pau Logher

Nationd Regger of Higoric Haoes
Dgoartmernt of the Interior

Nationd Pak Savice
1201 Bye Sret, NW 8¢ floor
Weashington, DC 20006

Dex Mr. Loghe:

Re Additiond Documentaion (Technicd corrections of UTMS)

In the process of mgpping Nationd Regiser nomingions for our GIS detabese, we have
identified erorsin UTM coordinates for 23 propaties The a@rors vary fromafew hundred feet
to hundreds of miles, often due to trangpostion of numbas

As recommadad by Edson Bedll, we are endoding a continuation shedt for eech of the
nomindions Heeselet me know if you nesd more information in order to correct your records

Snoady,

Betsy FHiedbag
Nationa Regge Director
Massachusdtts Higoricd Commisson

Endoaures

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax (617) 7275128
www date ma ug'ssc/mhc



