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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mount Olive United Methodist Church is a simple, Gothic~style, brick
structure. Completed in 1889, the building cost $900 to construct.
The structure is rectangular in shape with a cast~stone foundation.

Set into the southeast corner of the building is a hipped~roof bell tower.
The Gothic entry on the east elevation of this tower is set into a
slightly recessed panel. Over these double~entry doors is a horizontal
pane of glass divided into two equal sections which form a base for the
Gothic-shaped transom. The transom is marked by a center pane in a
diamond shape flanked by a divided Gothic-shaped pane on each side., Above
the entry is a circular window with a centered triangular pattern.
Buttresses mark the three corners of the bell tower. The south elevation
of the bell tower features a circular window with triangular pattern over
a narrow double~hung,Gothic-shaped window.

The facade of Mount Olive United Methodist Church is marked by a large
Gothic window. This window features three, tall,double-hung windows
with irregqgular-sized rectangular panes. The upper one~third of the
window is marked by a variety of stained glass panels in diamond and
triangular shapes.

The north and south elevations of the church feature three windows each.
These windows are of stained glass with Gothic~style pointed heads over
double-hung sash. The lower sash has six panes while the upper sash
features three rectangular panes over which are three arched panes with
three diamond~-shaped panes in the point of the arch.

All corners of the building are marked by buttresses, those on the south-
west and northwest corners being smaller and simpler in design. A band
of cast stone extends around the structure at the ground level,

On the west elevation of the church is a gabled projection which contains
the apse. A circular stained glass window with a cross in its design
forms the focal point of the apse. Tall slender Gothic-shaped windows
are found on the north and south elevations of the apse,

The interior of Mount Olive United Methodist Church appears much the
same as in 1889. The orginal ceiling of narrow-plank wood and the wide-
plank pine floors remain.

The chancel features a small railing with delicately turned posts. The
three rows of hardwood pews in the structure remain in excellent condition.

The focal point of the interior of the church is the apse. It is marked
by a circular window with a cross design in the stained glass. Tall,

slender, Gothic~shaped windows on the north and south walls of the apse
illuminate the area.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed in 1889, Mount Olive United Methodist Church in Van Buren,
Arkansas, is a significant historic structure in its representation of
black cultural development in Crawford County. Located in a city of
historical significance in itself, the church stands out as one of the
more important landmarks in Van Buren. In addition to its continual
use as a religious institution and its representation of black history,
the simple Gothic-style architecture of Mount Olive United Methodist
Church further enhances the significance of the structure.

Since the beginnings of Methodism in the United States there has been
participation in its membership by blacks. In 1829 the South Carolina
Methodist Conference officially organized a system of missionaries to
the slave population. From this a system of Methodist missions for
blacks sprang up all over the South. It is generally accepted that
Mount Olive United Methodist Church in Van Buren, Arkansas, is the
oldest black congregation of the United Methodist Church west of the
Mississippi River.

Mount Olive United Methodist Church was organized in 18692 by J. G.
Pollard. At its origins the church consisted of thirty-eight members
who were newly emancipated slaves. They met in a frame building on
Main Street in Van Buren. By 1889 the congregation had grown enough
to warrant construction of a new and larger structure. The present
structure was constructed at the cost of $900 by the members of the
church, many of whom were former slaves. The church building was com-
pleted in 1889.

Mount Olive United Methodist Church was the location of the first annual

session of the Little Rock Conference of Methodists in February, 1897,
and hosted the Conference four more times.

It was an active and prestigious church which maintained a strong con-
gregation up until the 1950's when black people began moving away from
the area. However, the small congregation at present is made up of the
people who have recognized the historical importance of the church
enough to instigate the renovation of the building.

Mount Olive United Methodist Church is probably the most significant
structure associated with black history in the City of Van Buren. As

representative of a segment of black history, the structure stands as
an important local landmark.
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Acting Director
Department of Natural and
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November 2, 1978

Mrs. Susan Guthrie

Executive Director

Van Buren Community Developnent
Program

P. 0. Box 644

Van Buren, Arkansas 72956

Dear Mrs. Guthrie:

Thank you for vour letter of October 24, 1978, in which

you find that the rehabilitation of the lMount QOlive

Methodist Church, a property included in the Hatiomal
Register of Tlistoric Places, will not adversely affect that
property. As a basis for this fianding, the City of Van

Buren proposes to conduct the rehabilitation in accordasnce
with the Guidelines for Rehabilitating Old Buildings and to
obtain approval by the Arkansas State lilstoric Preservation
Officer (S5HPO) of all final plans and specifications.
Hormally, the City should €irst submit a finding of no adverse
effect to the S!IPO and then provide the Council with both

the finding offered by the City and written views of the SHPO.
In this case, however, we have solicited the views of the
Arkansas SHPO office by telephone in order to facilitate the
planning for the project. Based upon the project description
and the views of the SHPO, the Executive Director of the
Council does not object to your determination of no adverse
effect. As vou know, however, if the recommended treatments
in the Cuildelines cannot be observed, or if the SHPO objects
to a proposed treatment, then the steps set forth in the
Council's "Procedures for the Protection of Historic and
Cultural Properties” (36 CPR Part £00) should be followed by
the City of Van Buren.

A copy of your determination of no adverse effect, along with
supporting documentation and this concurrence, should be
included in any assessment or statement prepared for this
undertaking in compliance with the National Environmental
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Mrs., Susan Guthrie

Mount Olive Methodist Church
NHovember 2, 19723

Policy Act and should be kept in your records as evidence

of your compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat.
1329).

Your continued cooperation is appreciated.

Sincerely,

Signed

Louis S. Wall
Asgigtant Director
Office of Review and Compliance, Denver

cc: Chairman
SHPO: AR
FLO : HUD-EMBRY
HUD-Karas
ORC :Quinn
FILE:AR/MOUNT OLIVE METHODIST CHURCH/106/CITY/Rehabilitation
MCOQ:DRS 11-02-78
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Thank you for your letter of aanuary 3T, 1981, expreulng your thoughts on the
inclusion of religious properties in the National Register of mstorlc Plaeeo We
epologize for not responding sooner.

The criteria for evaluating potential entries for the National Register state tbat
ordinarily properties owned by religious institutions or used for religious purposes
are not considered elibible for the National Register. Tlowever, a religious .
property which derives primary significance from architectursl or artistic
distinction or historical importance does qualify for listing in the National
Register. The impact on society of religion and religious institutions is recognized
‘by the: National Register criteria and provides & basis for the listing of many
religious properties. There are a number of religious institutions in Arkansas
which are listed in the Natlonal Register, including

Trinity Lutheran Church, Ccmway County.

Mount Olive United Methodist Church, Crawford County. /
Selma Methodist Church, Drew County. oY
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, Franklin County. Tt
Old Bethel Methodist Church, Green County. e g s

Enclosed m coples o! the ”Pederd Register“ which list all propcrties entered in
the National !egister prlor m&usc andinfoxjmatlon on tho Hatioml :

Reg'lsterprogum ; ; £

b >4

Once agaln we appreeiate yom- taking the time to shm your thoughts wlth us. If
we can be of further assistance to you, please let us know. :

S'mcerely.

Carol D. Shull
Chief of Registration

Enclosures

b
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