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: DESCRIBE THE PRESEN f ANO ORiL 
j George Washington Tiilly Car tor 
! 1850. Vflwn thirty years old in February 
1 of Ssn Gregorio Crcelt on which to build r 
! a village etretching along tho St-.--.ge Poad, 
; lor the culy nowepciper T.atlishcd in the <, : 
\ sons life of hie busiiiacs "hide-bound by : 

f̂-£?- that Sea-Side wculd become a bustling net- 
• Cartor built a tv;o-story &CoI(; r 

southern section of tho present hotel. Wr 
in this century nome v:alls ve-.-c exposod, a. 
newspaper discussing tho Civil War. The c 
was described in the newcpapor as follovrr,:

Son Grcgorla (sic.)House, by the- S<?3- 
Covuity* This new house t is situated 
vallies, near to tho oce;*ri, with a c••" 
easy access, offers cursriol1 attract, 
Srji Prasci^co. Hunting, fishing, bo 
Tho proprietor hope^ by strict, att-' 
t^iaats^ a clo^T house t ar4d rood tabl. 
Francisco* Halfr.ocn Bay and Pescsdo. 
the morning train to San i-'ateo.

Fortunately th<j last o-.^orc h.iv 
•notable firEt guests were Adjutant Goncrt. 
V;.V,'. Hallcck, wii'ft of the famous Union Ar 

Orders .for buildir^ tho Par.a™^ C 
vo.st slope of ths coDEt rr.oiuita',na to vork 
a toll road t comparable to tha La Honda ii 
intersect the cocistal st&jo road.

In 1869 Cartor cold the Can C-ri, 
fros whom R.W. Savar;c leased the business 
tho coach. Board 32 per day." After giv. 

'. (State Landmark Ifo. 82.5) in Portola Vnlic 
KOILGG for six months until the property ' 

; livans Got about "tearing do MI, - 
i enlarged the hotel to its propone si r.:a b; 
• by adding a veranda with a balcony acrorv- 
| exists, but about 1955 the eight-inch ccv 

logs v:hich hod washed ashore along ths b" 
I the exterior siding and the roof liner.. 
I The building in well proportioned and has 
; identify it vith a stylo. At the turn or 
I Vfhite trim; now it ic brovn with white t 

accounte in p^i"t for its longevity. l fan\ 
hung windows have their original glaainr;. 
and very tliiu tiuliionG. Heat of th: four- 
has not" been extensively codified. Tfca r 
each cr^i of the l&ug central lrvllv/>y -ro^ 
fi'oat -uvjatp.irs ro&r^ have occerc to th^ *•
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- —— [JFS^R'UE THi'pf!F.SF.NT AND ORIGiNAL (IF KNOWN) FMYSICAL APPEARANCE 
o-r* Vsbi-vton Sully Crirter cars* to California with hits widowed mother in 
vLrtv vearc old in February 1c&5 Carter purchaced five, acres near the mouth 

^ 0 cV»i- o- which to build a cnall hot si 
^f^" alo-s the Sto^o Road. Under various nc do £22. c-" fcer -rote
' pufcliched ia the county.. . . . . ,

The hotul bacase tha nucleus of 
s nc^ do ££22. c-" fcer -rote 

One of his col»ruis ck-ccribod.thc lone--

'icity
in tV- centu-y core "walla vc :e exposed, and it vao reported that they wore covered with 
noweoawr discusoir^ tha Civil War. Ths openir-g of the hotel in the cpriiig of I8b6 
was described in the newspaper as follows;

£aa Grc^ria (sic.) House, by the Sea-Side- 1 ten mile fron Ilnlfraooii Bay, San i'ateo 
Cc-ority/""" This new house, io'situated in cne cf the cost beautiful of the coaut 
vallies, near to the ocean, with a salubrious clicitc, r.o euicr.cr wir.cic, and of 
easy ,-icee scoffers rupsrior attractions ay a our.ra«r resort for the citi^na of 
3ar/Frar.oi.-3co. Kunciiv;, fishing, beating and bathin.7 in the imcdiate vicinity. 
Tn= proprietor heroes : by strict attention to tho comfort and pleasures of hie 
^u-jsts. a clean hixisc-, and c;ood tables, to Mrit a uhnrc of the patrr,rtax;e of San 
rranciDca. Kai.ir.scn 3?.y and Fescn.dero etygys- taicc T.issengern to tha Hou&o fror.-. 
tha r.^ming trair^ to S?.a --ateo.

FortunatoJ.y tV.e laot ov.iiors have kept tho hotel Segistovs. Amonj; the hotel 1 c 
notable fir-Jit ^Gtitr. v;arc Adjutcvnt Csnoral J.F. Prey, U.S.A., hie family, and Jlrc. 
V('.W» Kallcck, v;ifo of tho fai'ous Union Anny General, who atajed there in July 1867*

Ordero for building tho Pariaira Czjv>2. caused tha nearby lumber raillo on tha 
wsst slope of the coa>3t r;our;ta>.3 to i;ork at full capacity. Aa a consequence in 126B 
a toll road, coT.rpiirable to th.-j La Honda Road, headed dov,ii tha valley to the hcxilet ±o 
intersect the coastal sta^c road.

In *«£69 Cai-tor sold the San Grogorio KCUSQ to Johri Burnap and Eraatitr. Moore, 
iron whoc R.v;, Etiva^o loased the business. He offered hie patronc "Free carriages to 
the coaca. Board $2 per day." Aftsr giving \vp the operation of Ca-"a do Tablota 
(Stiito Landmark »o« 825) in Fortola Valley V/illieus Tate I'hilpott leaned the San Grerjorio 
House for cix r.antha until the property van Bold to John H, Evana in I'cbruary 18?5.

Evans cot about "tearing down, and building up, to suit the tiraoii." Ha 
ealargsd the hotel to its proeen'O Jiisc'by axp,iadin.$ seven ttore bayo on the north end and 
by adtii:-^ a veranda with P balcony across the front. Thi-ori^inal balustrade ctill 
exictn, but about 1955 the eight-inch cquare poets of the vornnda we.ro replaced with 
lo^s vhich had wonhed ashore aloug the bijacU* Each section of the hotel is definable in 
the extoriar aidinj anrt the roof lines. There is a wide, plain friezes below tho eaves.

with
• £*\\

accounts in part for its loncovity. Many of the cinply fraascd cix-overvsix double 
hung wuidovfs-have their original glusiiig. To* vindoH^huvc ciaplifiod comico coldings 
and very thin cullicns. Host of tho foitf-pwisllcd -doors art- unchanged. Tho interior 
has not bean extensively eodifiod* The -oarlor contains ita orifiinal wainsnacoting, At
each end of _ the long contral hallway arp two interior str.iicht run stairways. The 
iront upe^ara ro-3ru7 liavo access to tho balcony. The hotel «as heated by four firepl
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A hundred years 0,30 each valley alo^s the coact sout)< of Hin 
hold eo:-e aspect of a villa,-? vdth a ciaoon, often a general shore, EX 
a report type of hotel* The Son Oro^orio House v.-ith its' related b:iil-' 
the only re--lining coxmtry hotel. It is one of tha few extort 
fro-r, r:^-ly California c-njocialei primarily with 3t;\^o tra^&LX>rtvoiT:i,' ' 
Lhovin; air.ru cf 3~« tho nearly ccrplotc unit vivh ita various related 
fiuicLio^s :lc intact*

fireplaces,
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a stnrre ctstion. Each dr>.y tho lumbering coaches r.vaing up to iic, front entrance. For 
those'r.eovie riding tho S;;« Hatno-Pescadoro str-se it van a welcome intcrlvde for rent and 
refreshment:?. For those on tiie Pod\/co:i City sta^e it was tho end of tho line, except 
vh-?*! rv.ir.TKjr .traffic extended the stage Karvice to Pescadero. The hotel v/a& c favorite 
readfrsvovis for ST>orbs"cn, It hac been caid that the French populace of San rraiici:;co 
p3rticular.lv favored the San Gregorio Koufic.

I'-i 1c36 Evar.s cg.ld the hotel and the fiv? acres to JCSGD Palr^r for $5,COO 
ar.d *:-cr;e AcJid in Rcdvood City. Thirty-throe year old Franlr Bell ljoc£c;e Pal; ?r'u 
lusb.^.-j- r.-rt^r, arjd in 1o93 7!oil serried l^ebe-ccr! "Ilcn Palucr. Her rarer.:H r,;tirs-l 
ir. '9"1 '-, ^^-d aft:-r Fall's deuth in 19'I'-* hi;; vife contiiiued to cporatt1 t-j,-* I j'.ol v;nta.l 
19;'0. The- iiote-1 vas her hor.io ujitil her death (193;5)j -'i^d hor son m'w riiv:e3 it his ].^;:^.

Tr.o hotel functicnoa cu: a eelf-suf ficient unit. Only tvc of tr.2 cr_ ,inal 
oulbuildiuga hive been denioliohad: (1) Tho livory cSable behind the hotel could shelter 
O1 ^./^-! »ct*i rioi"0i-o^ V-—/ oriij,i"tXc ucn^ica-c o^ "Ciir? CTTI ^n.o COOK noL*.4iO wn/j /i I^GT^tjLi'ri -c ^3 vZ^iiotHj. c4 
It was dsr.olishod vhcr. a nodfiin kitchen vacs aided t<: the roar of tha hotel.

Tho carris^e nhod still exiatc fro- vhich grnntc hired various t^yloH of 
vehicles* Ksarby it is a diminutive one-rooii cottage for the livery r»an« II'ii^erouG 
cthsr early buildi:i.qn exist: There is a iavindry house v/ith a hu[;o cup^^r Iniler in a 
brick firebox, a rrariary, tarais, ei •. Behind the hotol there is a d-nce hjll -..ith a 
lean-to j>',:diticn for a stage. Each Saturday night there v/ac ''"live rxnic" for ciTicin^. 
Kuch of the food served at tha hotel wao raicsd on tho property, and the prcprietors 
did th.iir own butchering^ eraokii^t a^d. curing. Along aids the caokohouse ij a large 
caldrcr: in vhich the slaughtered hogs v/ore ecaldcd. There also ie a larpo rcat-oafe«

Thcra was an orchard on the couth side of the hotol. Hedges, of :'or.tc-rey 
pines wore plcuitcd to ycrecsn the hotel from the road cmd tc nrotect the hotel i'ron 
the prevailing vinds aa,H they arc now grov.Ti to bo huge trees. There arc still re-nnar.to 
of the early hand-hewn otaiw fence.

The early 20th century Ocean Shore Railroad echoic failed before the tracks 
reached can Grejorio, but ite pasoenccra arrivir^ at Tuniton vore transported to ixiinta 
south by CURBS. Kunh like the previous horce dravn daily stagen tho ungainly Stanley 
3teasers routinely took on nore water at the £an Gregorio KOUDO.

After autoncbiles appeared on the ixiads the suaaor recreational hotel 
buoineos truly flouriahed. The first adjunct to the hotel had boen a ealoor. on tho 
street^ froat north of the hotol (now at tbo intersection). Froa the earliest dayc 
the c^loon v;as GJI intricate port of the hotel operation. With Prohibition the saloon 
was converted to a gac station and is a truly vintage structure. Gasoline nad to bo 
-raasported to the station in fifty-callon druais. The station attendant filled the cars' 
vows using a watering can while c training tha gas throueb. a chamois skin and 
c.i?jged 10c a caiion.

. ^ 3uddor.lv Son Gregorio was by-jwcesd by the modem coast highway and cut in 
half by a La Honda Road extension ruGhing aloivs side tho hotol property to reach the

new highway near the beach. Today i 
Road HG it iseandcrs over the hills t? 
Sucli a trip helps to appropriately r
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new rigbwav near the beach. Today it is pleasant to follow tho vindiix- Old 
^ood'aTitM ;r.e,iJidara over the hills, .dropping inco quiet valleys back frora th 
Each a trip helpo to appropriately plact- tho Snn Grogorio House in m 11.1^.1.
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