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MONTCLAIR MRA, MONTCLAIR, ESSEX COUNTY, NJ (Prominent Architects) 7-198

NEW JERSEY OFFICE OF CULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
HISTORIC PRESERVATION SECTION
INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. 0713 391

M. ?. Reading, Esq. Residence 
HISTORIC NAME: 
"LOCATION: 87 Midland Ave.

MUNICIPALITY: Monte lair
USGS QUAD: Orange
OWNER/ADDRESS: Swartz, Walter V.

338 W. 72nd St., N. Y., N. Y. 10023

COMMON NAME: Swartz house 
BLOCK/LOT 2307/01: 37-A/l

Essex
COUNTY:
UTM REFERENCES:

Zone/Northing/Easting

tu
z

DESCRIPTION

Construction Date: circa 1878

Architect: Henry Hudson Holly 

Style: Queen Anne 

Number of Stories: 2% + B

Source of Date: Map of 1881

Builder:

Form/Plan Type: Extended square

Foundation: Stucco

Exterior Wall Fabric: Stucco, 1st floor, stucco + half-timber work on 2nd story.

Fenestration: 3 bays; D.H. sash 1/1. some w/ multi-light top sash.

Roof/Chimneys: Multi-gable/ panelled brick chimneys/ corbelling below caps, ext.
east, int. & end chimneys south wall. 

Additional Architectural Description:
Bay 1 projects slightly forward w/ large divided windows at center, 1st floor 

Single windows articulate corner bays on the 2nd floor ,& triple window marks 
the steep attic gable.

Ent. door w/ side lights in the 2nd bay w/ divided horizontal window placed 
high on right wall (bay 3).

Open porch w/ square columns on solid balustrade, across bay 2 & 3, extends 
south where it becomes enclosed, wraping around the south elevation; two right- 
hand porch bays show glass panelled ent. door w/ 1 light window right & single 
6/1 sash to the left. Bay window in the 3rd bay, 2nd fl., & hipped dormer w/ 
triple sash in roof above. Secondary entrance on the north elevation. Hipped 
dormers flank ent. end chimney south.

Alterations - see *VSurrounding Environment" art reverse side.

PHOTO Negative File No. Rl8, 18 Map (Indicate North)



SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES:

House sited close to east property line on 106' x 156' corner lot; garage 
in south-east corner.

Less than one acre.

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: Urban D Suburban S Scattered Buildings D 
Open Space CD Woodland D Residential 13 Agricultural O Village CD 
Industrial CD Downtown Commerical CD Highway Commercial Q Other CH 
Alterations/modifications: The second floor porch on the southeast comer 
is now a greenhouse. The triple sliding window and door to south porch are 
recent additions and out of character with the original structure.

SIGNIFICANCE:

House designed by architect Henry Hudson Holly, prior to the publication of 
his book, Modern Dwellings in Town & Country, 1878. It is entitled design 
#4 & is referred to as having been erected at Montelair, N. J. for 
M. F. Reading, Esq. Vincent Scully's book, The Shingle Style, New Haven 
£ London: Yale University Press, 1971, p. 74-75, refers to Holly's 
work & ascribes this type of plan as the basis for most vernacular 
dwellings until the early 20th century.

Holly had many, ties to Montclair. He once,resided.here .and the community was 
later home of. one of his sons,. H. Hudson Holly, Jr.'^According to Michael A. Tom: 
of Cornell University, Hontclair contains the largest cluster of extant houses 
Identified as being designed by Holly. 'Two other..Holly houses have been invento: led 
here- (see #67 & *73%the sites of two '.demolished ones have been found', and local 
history sources ^point to more-. Although this residency has been altered, most 
of the changes were well done many years ago and primarily involve surface treat 
ment. This house is significant because of Holly's importance in 19th century 
American architecture and as a link to the architect's presence here, (see Comments

an

ORIGINAL USE: Residence PRESENT USE: Residence 
PHYSICAL CONDITION: Excellent (23 Good CD Fair CD PoorCD 
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes E3 Possible S No tL Part of District CD 
THREATS TO SITE: Roads D Development CD Zoning D Deterioration D

No Threat S Other CD
COMMENTS: (Continued) •..,,*„,, ^ 

Tomlan f s extensive research has revealed, surprisingly few Holly houses survive
and others have been altered more extensively. 

*. . .on Upper Mountain Ave., both included in the Mountain Historic district.

Pidgeon, Roger H. Atlas of Essex County. New York: £. Robinson, 1881.

Holly, H. Hudson. Country Seats and Modern Dwellings. Watkins Glen, N. Yt 
American Life Foundation, 1977. (See the introduction by Michael A. Tomlan 
and footnote #16).
Telephone interview 1/19/84 with Professor Michael A. Tomlan, Graduate 
Program in Historic Preservation, Cornell University. House included in the

tclair S^a/Eg r|n"Fi tag«a- phni-np-raphir £yhi hi tt f "Villages,, Cottages and Coun ry 
s",RECORDED BY: Preservation Montclair DATE: 5/19/8! Residenc 

ORGANIZATION: by Eleanor Price

Revised by Maynett Breithaupt, Preservation Montclair, 1/19/84.
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