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The Jefferson County Jail and ‘Sheriff's House is located on the half block )
"Courthouse Square," to the eastward of the Jefferson County Courthouse.
A decorative fence of wrought iron originally enclosed the Courthouse and
Jail. Now only the stone base of the fence remains.

The temple-like form of heavy masonry, virtually unchanged since its
erection in the mid-nineteenth century, encloses the utllltaﬂgan Jjail blockK
to the rear of the building with the Sheriff's residence in front, facing
northward to Main Street. The two-storied front (north) facade is'well
proportioned with its classic pedimented gable, and the recessed and pilas-
tered entrance of Greek Bevival design. Exterior walls and cornice of the
‘jail block are of massive éshlar'masonry, the walls of the front residen-
tial section are of stuccoed brick with a cornice of wood. The west ele—
vation is plain, penetrated with double—hung w1ndows, 31mple transomed:.
door to the jail entry, and high grilled windows of the jail block. ~

The interisr trim and the stair of the froht residential section are
attractively designed, and were executed by skilled craftsmen.

The central cell block of the Jail, which is still in use, is massively
built of solid ashlar ston€%wwith elght small cells on each of the two
levels. The ceiling-floor system above the lower cells is of 3/4" iron
plate; the ceiling of the upper cells is of 8" stone slabs topped with

2 feet of rubble masonry fill. The inner entrance door to the jail block
and the doors to the cells are grilles of wrought—lron straps. The cat

- walk for the uppér tier of cells is built of iron straps and plate. In

. one cell there are- large iron rlngs to’ whlch prlsoners were apparently

. shack]led. AR TR S A S : (RIS ) ;
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The Jefferson County Jail was begun-in 1848 and was completed in 1850, with
a kitchen wing added in 1859. The jail block. is still in use. This civic
structure is remarkable on several counts:

(1) Noteworthy is the architectural idea of containing in one huge pedi-
mented volume a stuccoed brick house in the forepart, and a stone jail
in the rear, giving the structure a suitably simplified: yet imposing
scale. Like its predecessor- of 1835, the present jail-~the fourth
or fifth to sit on the same site--combines the Sheriff's House with
the Jail in one structure. This is given a suitable civic expression
with the large pedimented Sheriff's House fronting on Main Street and
becoming a major supportant element to the Courthouse and the Courthousk
Square--an important public space still framed by the 19th century
commercial buildings.

(2) Equally noteworthy is the archltectural organlzat1on of the interior

,f,~°f the Jail block ., the scale suggests. drawings. by Piranesi through

" “the’ combination of’ the two-tiered block of cells surrounded by the open|
high vaulted spaces whose illumination is from high grilled exterior
windows. The sturdy ironwork at the windows, cell doors and locks,
and the jail block entrance door are superbly worked and give both a
fine scale to the interior, and concentrated patterns of detail against
the otherwise unbroken surfaces of the large blocks of quarried stone.

NS

(3) The evidence of the actual workmanship, supported and explained by
rather complete records and specifications, and of the sub-contractors
and suppliers are in themselves an unusual record in the history of
building technology. No name of a chief contractor, architect, or
supervisor solely responsible is shown in the records but rather that
of a practical approach to building, let out in various contracts to
a series of carpenters, ironworkers, stone masons, and brick masons
with local importance, demonstrated-by the evidence of other of their
surviving structures in the city and county environs. Chief among
these were Robert McKim and James Falconer (Faulkner), stone masons;
Patrick Dillon, John Kaufman (Coffman), and John Kirk, brick masons;
Joseph Farnsworth, ironwork; John Torrence, I6cksmigh; Abram Todd and

"~ Monroe W. Lee, carpenters; W. R. Dav1sén, tinsmith; and F. E Ouise,
glasier. Monroe W. Lee and .John Kirk were also supervisors of the
work on the Sheriff's House and the County Jail.




The follow1ng records are available in the Jefferson County Courthouse:
County Commissioner's Records, 1848 to 1850;
Perspective. fawings of Courthouse (& Jail) 185h, by David Dufor.
In Madison & Jefferson County Public Library:
0ld photo, undated;
"Items from Early Newspapers of Jefferson Co., Ind. 1817-1886," presented
by John Paul Chapter D. A. R., February 1945.

1971 written data from the Historic American Buildings Survey.
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Date é/l §/73

ATTEST:

level of significance of this nomination is:

National [} State [] Local m/

Name
Title %*O-E i):.o;u« ,

of The Na, onaI Regrstet
Date L2 ~ b - 7 2" Date v
7

GP0O 901.087

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
.‘ R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONG! TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o ’ ” o » n o ’ - o v »
NE ° : . o : ; 38 L 10 | 85 22 35
SE o r ” o ’ »
SW [+] ’ » o ’ »
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: BEast 1/2 of "Courthouse Sguare," (.5 acre
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE [ COUNTY CODE
Indiana IN-1 ng 077
STATE: CODE | COUNTY /”s}/k &% 'g"} CODE
s - “§?® n']qL
STATE: CODE COUN'I‘(;YK-.w: N\l 0 CODE
T
oS
STATE: COUNW'%_@-;‘ \ ; ] CODE
e ARG A\
N
NAME AND TITLE: Melyin M. Rotsch, Architect, Projeo/ mg&r, Historic Americgn
Buildings Suryey, and Philip ’H. Dole, Hlstorlan,
ANIZATION DATE
oRe Historic American Buildings Survey, National July 1971
Park Service, Department of the Interior ¥
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(4) The survival of this remarkable structure is noteworthy in itself,
but it is now in jeopardy. It has been condemned recently as a
penal institution, and only a shortage of funds has delayed its
replacement with a more modern facility. There are citizens of
the community who hope to see this venerable building preserved
while proposing that a new jail facility be constructed elsewhere.

GPO 921.724



HABS IND-84

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

T R IRSROMRESRES ™ [TTiprama
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES “JEFFERSON
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) W DRTE

coMmmon: ERSON C AIL AND SHERIFF'S HOUSE

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUM BER:

"COURTHOUSE SQUARE", Corner of Main and Walnut Streets

CiITY OR TOWN:

Madison

STATE: CODE

Indiana IN-18

CODE

source: Map prepared by Historic American Buildings Survey 1971

from U S Dept.Interior,Geological Surve¥,Madison quad.
scae: 1 inch equals 800 feet

DATE: 1971 '

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.




\ f ['/Z_J;-{—j B

FOURTH ST. U

THIRD_sT) | .

E NN

VAUGHN DRIVE E
N— L] Lyt

geeLE: 12800 NA < | 4y eoo 2009
. , g 7 ' FEET

MAP PREPARED BY THE HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY, 1971
adapted from U.S. Department of Interior Geological Survey, Madison Quad. (E&W) 1964
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