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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Astoria Column is located on a promontory that commands a panoramic 
vista of the ocean, the Columbia River and surrounding terrain. It is 125 
feet in height and its outside surface is decorated with pigmented mortar 
to illustrate the legends of the Northwest in the form of a spiral frieze 
seven feet wide and 525 feet long. Inside the column are 166 steps of a 
steel circular stairway which leads to the observation platform "carried" 
by a Doric "echinus" painted with an egg and dart motif. The monument's 
prototype is the colossal sculptured column erected by Roman emperors to 
commemorate military victories.

The entire column is constructed of concrete reinforced by vertical 
rods. Its base is 19 f 6" square and 13* 6" in height. The barrel portion 
of the monument is 13 f 6" in diameter at the bottom and tapers to 11*4" in 
diameter at the top. The barrel measures 94' 6" in height. The square 
observation platform with railing projects below a terminal section best 
described as a cupola. The small glass dome of the cupola is surmounted by 
a beacon to deflect night-flying aircraft.

Maintenance of the nomument and grounds is the responsibility of the 
City of Astoria, Cracks caused by water seepage were discovered several 
years ago in the upper portion of the barrel and filled with an epoxy com 
pound. More fundamental repairs are necessary to protect the base. The 
mural shows blackening on the weather side, despite the application of 
preservatives. In 1936, no more than a decade after the monument was com 
pleted, the original artist was engaged to restore his paintings, which 
were even then considerably deteriorated by the force of southwest winds. 
The City is laying plans to undertake the needed repairs and restoration. 
The Chamber of Commerce operates an information shelter on the grounds from 
early June through Labor Day, The Chamber has estimated that some 70,000 
persons have visited the site annually over the past few years.

Following are the motifs depicted in the frieze, from bottom to top.
- Before the white man, the forest primeval.
- Discovery of the Columbia River by Capt. Robert Gray in the ship 

Columbia. 1792.
- The Lewis and Clark Expedition arriving at the mouth of the Columbia 

in 1805.
- Lewis and Clark expedition boiling sea water to obtain salt.
- Members of the Lewis and Clark expedition building Fort Clatsop, 
winter headquarters 1805-1806, on the Lewis and Clark River near 
Astoria.

- John Jacob Astor's Pacific Fur Company ship, Tonquin, sailing from 
New York, 1810.

- Ship Tonquin arriving at mouth of Columbia River and building of 
Fort Astoria, 1811.

- Pacific Fur Company overland party arriving at Astoria in 1812,
- Ship Tonquin blown up at Vancouver Island, 1811.
- Fort Astoria restored to United States, 1818,
- Coming of the settlers and civilization.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Astoria is the site of the first settlement by white man in the Oregon 
Country. It is situated on the south bank of the Columbia, twelve miles 
from the river mouth. Founded in 1811 as a fur post by representatives 
of John Jacob Astor and the Pacific Fur Company, Astoria was designated by 
U. S. Customs an official port of entry in 1849, shortly after Oregon 
achieved status as a Territory. The first overland immigrants had arrived 
in 1844-1845, and from the middle of the 19th century Astoria*s growth as 
a fishing port and packing center was steady.

The Astoria Column was erected in John Jacob Astor Park, on Coxcomb 
Hill, the highest point in the vicinity, in 1926. It was built by the 
Great Northern Railway Company, through the generosity of Vincent Astor 
of New York, to commemorate three epochal events in the history of the 
Oregon Country. It marked the location at the mouth of the Columbia of 
the discovery of the river by Robert Gray in 1792; the western terminus 
of the Lewis and Clark expedition in 1805; and the establishment of Fort 
Astoria by John Jacob Astor in 1811. It was one of a series of monuments 
located along the Great Northern Railway to commemorate outstanding events 
in the settling of the West. The expenditure of corporate funds on such 
enterprises was somewhat characteristic of the era. The column not only 
symbolizes the historic events, it is the highest expression in nomumental 
form in Oregon of the earnest, patriotic boosterism of the 1920s.

Towering above Astoria on a promontory that commands a panoramic vista 
of the ocean, the Columbia River bar, Young ? s Bay and the surrounding 
coastal terrain, the column is supposed to have been inspired by the column 
erected in Rome by Emperor Trajan in 114 A.D. It was designed in contem 
porary materials by Electus Litchfield, New York architect, and decorated 
in sgraffito in the traditional format, a spiral frieze, by Italian artist 
Attilio Pusterla,

Several years after the dedication of the monument, which took place 
on July 22, 1926, Ralph Budd, president of the Great Northern Railway 
wrote a personal summary of the conception and building of the column at 
the request of a member of the Portland Press Club. Following are two 
excerpts,

"I knew of the reverance in which Mr, Vincent Astor held his great 
grandfather, and of the interest he had in the latter*s commercial 
activities in the West. It was, therefore, natural and easy for me to 
arouse sympathetic cooperation of Vincent Astor in the project I had in 
mind."

"Ordinarily it was my idea merely to erect a very fine base for a 
large flag staff, which would carry a correspondingly large American flag.



"News and Comment," Oregon Historical Quarterly, Vol. 37, No. 3 (September 1936) f 26$

Dark, Russell, "Landmark in Astoria Threatened," Qregonjan (March 5, 1972),

"Some Considerations of the Astoria Column," scholarly paper presented to 
Northern Pacific Coast Chapter, Society of Architectural Historians 
on November 3, 1973, by Leonard B. Kimbrell, Department of Art History, 
Portland State University. Professor Kimbrell *s paper is to be published 
eventually.

Corning, Howard McKinley, ed,, D jc t ionary of Or egon Hist dry (Portland? 
and Mort, 1956), 12^13.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth h<tRfe National Park Service. The recommended 

lev/1 of significance of this nomination is:

National G State \%\ Local Q

Title State Parks Superintendent

Date "March 18 ? 1974

Oregon 97301 41

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register,

A_SL

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Sec.3, 10
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