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The Ovide LaCour plantation store is set behind the Raccourci River
levee, amid the deteriorating and dilapidated quarters buildings once
associated with the LaCour plantation. The boundaries of the nominated area
encompass the store and the adjacent, attached warehouse. The quarters
buildings were excluded because they are largely beyond hope in terms of
restoration possibilities.

The store is enormous, with two stories, each of which has an overall
floor area measuring 40 feet by 99 feet. The store has a side elevator,
mounted in a pyramid roof tower. The original elevator mechanism, with its
large, 19th century, serpentine spoke wheels, can still be seen at the top
of the tower.

Adjacent to the store is a large one-story, gable-fronted warehouse,
with a front gallery. A rear enclosed passageway connects the warehouse
with the store.

Both buildings are raised three and a half feet above the ground on brick
piers, and both have frame construction and clapboard siding.

The ground floor of the store consists of two rows of counters which run
from front to rear of the building. The original Victorian glass display
cabinets remain, as do the original shelves with their turned baluster supports.
At the rear of the store is a walled-off office area which contains a heavy
Queen Anne style staircase leading to the storage area and the meeting room
on the second floor. Each story is bisected by a row of Eastlake columns which
run front to rear of the building. -

The most significant aspect of the store is its Renaissance Revival
Facade. Consisting of three bays, the facade has plate glass windows and a
wooden first floor awning which rests upon stick style brackets. The second
floor has a central double arch window inscribed in a larger arch with wooden
voussoirs. This great central arch is flanked by a pair of windows which
are ornamented with cornices. The facade is surmounted by a double bracketed
cornice which is surmounted in turn by a parapet. The parapet has a central
segmental pediment and carved scroll wlutes at each end.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ovide LaCour store is an outstanding example of a plantation store,
a fact which can be fully appreciated when one considers old plantation stores.
These are typically one-story, gable fronted, unpretentious structures,
measuring about 20 feet wide and 40 to 60 feet deep. By contrast the LaCour
store is many times this size with two 'full stories, an elevator, and a
separate warehouse building.

The elevator is of great interest to students of industrial archaeology,
being one of the oldest extant, wholly original, commercial elevators in the
state.

The most important aspect of the LaCour store is its facade. Whereas
most plantation stores received no ornamentation at all, the LaCour store
received an extensive Renaissance Revival treatment including a double
bracketted cornice, a double arched window with voussoirs, a segmental
pediment, and a parapet with carved volute scrolls.

The store was owned and run by Ovide LaCour (1850-1929), and his son
Ovide B. LaCour (1889-1964) and the latter's wife from the early 1870's
until 1970. Ovide LaCour through his diligence overcame the poor education
and limited means that characterized his early years to become a prominent
businessman in both Pointe Coupee Parish and in New Orleans. His two sons
joined their® father'in the management of his business interests after the
completion of their education. The younger son, Ovide Burton LaCour,
concentrated on his father's interests in Pointe Coupee Parish, including the
store. These businesses suffered some major setbacks in the 1920's, and by
the time of Ovide LaCour's death in 1929, most of his holdings were in the
hands of receivers. But Ovide B. LaCour ultimately regained his father's
Pointe Coupee properties, including the store, and added to them. He and,
following his death in 1964, his wife continued to operate the store until
1970.
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The Renaissance Revival facade of the store building makes REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

this an outstanding exangple of a plantation store. A com-
mercial elevator, purported to be the oldest extant in the
state, adds additional significance. Unfortunately, the

attached varehouse appears to have structural problems. ?
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