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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The First National Bank building was designed by A. Burnham, an architect
from Deadwood, SD, and was completed in 1911. The west, side and south, rear
walls are brick, while the east and north walls facing the street are stone,
quarried near Hot Springs. A simple rectilinear block with three bays on the
main facade, the building has a central entrance. The windows flanking the
entrance are large panes of plate glass with oxidized copper frames, over
which are transoms of 4 x 4 inch "American prisms" or hammered glass. The
two stories of the bank building are separated by a heavy stringcourse.

In plan, the banking unit was in the front section of the building, and
rental offices were located in the rear of the first floor and throughout

the second. Covered with square tin panels, the roof is flat with a slope

to the rear. Five chimneys are placed along the brick side wall. Heavily
rusticated stonework is offset. on the second floor with smooth stone panels
over the plate glass windows of the first. Over the central bay is a
segmental arch flanked by low stone finials and surmounting the inscription
"established 1881". The cornice is composed of long, plain brackets grouped
in pairs which alternate between modilion blocks, and banded behind a rounded
beltcourse. The interior of the building features an ornate pressed tin
ceiling over the original banking room. All of the features are original

to the building, which has suffered no significant additions or alterations.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Significant in the areas of architecture and local business, the First

National Bank is an exceptionally fine commercial structure, which

originally housed the First National Bank of Custer. In distinction from

many, of its contemporaries, the bank's buildiers "did not start: out with

the idea of throwing together a lot of material in a cheap, plain structure..."
(Custer Co. Chronicle, April 8, 1911) and the building remains a local

monument to carefully crafted and well designed work. This straightforward
symmetrical composition has three bays along the front facade, which are emphasized
through the strong, simple window and door treatment. Against the rusticated
three-dimensional stone, the slightly recessed windows and metal casements
provide a crisp contrast of solid and void. Unlike many commercial

buildings using rusticated stone and heavy details common to the Romanesque style,
this structure emphasises rectangular rather than circular shapes and

clear incised lines, which give the building a precise elegance. The

First National Bank was founded in Custer in 1881 and operated from this

site since 1883. The original frame structure was moved to make room

for this building. Virtually all the original furnishings of the bank

remain intact, and the building stands as it was built to "contribute (its)

share towards improving the appearance of our city." (Pioneer -Times, April

8, 1911).
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION .
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City, Custer County, South Dakota.
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