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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Erected in two stages, this brick and frame house is now subdivided 
into two separate residences. Frame section has original address of 32 
Legare Street, retains name of Sword Gates. Redecorated 1849, same year 
Sword Gates were installed in high brick wall in front of frame portion of 
house. The tall wrought iron gates are decorated with elaborate scrolls 
and leafage. Each half has a central crossTlby points of two vertical 
spears meeting in center of horizontally placed broadsword. Manufactured 
by Christopher Werner of Charleston.

In the 1960s the brick and frame house, with detached two-story 
brick kitchen, walled garden, and gates, was subdivided into four lots 
under separate ownership, with three different houses. The garden was 
destroyed. The frame portion, now a rambling three-story structure, un 
derwent many late 19th century additions and alterations, losing its early- 
period architectural integrity.

The brick wing has retained its architectural integrity. Two and a 
half stories over high basement, slate-covered hi£ roof. House is 28 feet 
(two bays) wide and 64 feet (six bays) long. Thete are three pedimented 
dormers along the north (Tradd Street) and one on the west (Legare Street). 
The brick walls are covered with stucco; cornice is also stucco. Double 
hung windows, nine over nine light sash. First floor windows have exterior 
paneled shutters and second story shutters are louvered. Basement story 
modernized for motel rooms.

High stoop approached by 13 sandstone steps supported on brick and 
stucco quadrant arch leads to first floor entrance. Door is sheltered by 
pedimented wooden hood with brackets, probably dating from about 1850.

Door leads into one-bay-wide north-south hall across west end of 
brick wing that once led into frame portion. Door in east wall, near south 
side, opens into library, also two bays long. West of these two rooms is 
large drawing room, three bays long, occupying entire west portion of 
brick wing. This room, 25 by 32 feet, has 13 foot ceiling. Its west wall 
contains two symmetrically-balanced doors, leading to stairhall and library. 
Both doors are single and eight-paneled but are designed to simulate double 
leaves. In center of east wall, a projecting fireplace with light-gray 
marble mantel is flanked by pair of windows. Reveals of window openings 
extend to floor and are wood paneled. Architrave trim is of wood, reeded, 
and ornamented with original gold leaf. Walls have wooden wainscoting to 
the chair rail. Ornamental plaster cornice retains what appears to be 
original coloring light blue-gray picked out with gold leaf. Ceiling has 
large plaster centerpiece of 12 large acanthus leaves radiating 
central pendant. Floor is of pine boards about five inches 
of this room, virtually unaltered, dates from about 1849- 
has two large rooms; three bedrooms on third floor.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Noted property located in the Historic Charleston District, famed 
for distinctive Sword Gates of same design as grilles once used in Greek 
Doric guardhouse at Charleston's historic Broad and Meeting Streets. 
Also classified as valuable for fine garden and house. Although the 
property was considered by the National Historic Landmark Committee in 
recent Colonial Architecture selections, it actually belongs to the early 
19th century period. (According to the NHL study, "estimated construc 
tion dates have ranged wildly in the past. 1 ')

The frame section, which retains the original Legare Street ad 
dress and the Sword Gates, is now believed to have been built around 
1803, possibly by French Huguenots James LaRoche and J. Lardent.

The brick wing was probably added about 1818, acquired by Madame 
Talvaude, and used as girls school.

British consul George A. Hopley bought and redecorated the house 
in 1849 and installed the Sword gates.
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