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1. Name of Property

historic name Bolton Center Historic District

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number  Main and Mechanic Streets. Wataquadoc Road N/A  not for publication
city or town Bolton N/A  vicinity

state  Massachusetts code MA county Worcester code 027 .zip code 01740

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this)I*nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
"meets * does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally « statewidejs™ocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

7.h 17

Aifature of certifying official/Title Juditt”j'. McDonough, Executive Director Dab
sachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau
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Bolton Center Historic District
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X private _ building(s)

X _public-local X district

__ public-State _site

_ public-Federal __ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

GOVERNMENT/town hall

GOVERNMENT/fire station

GOVERNMENT/post office

COMMERCE/store
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/agricultural fields
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/agricultural outbuildings
EDUCATIONY/school

EDUCATION/librarv
(see continuation sheet)

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

COLONIAL: Georgian
FEDERAL
MID-19"" CENTURY: Greek Revival
LATE VICTORIAN: Iltaliantate, Queen Anne
LATE 19" AND 20" CENTURY REVIVALS:
Colonial, Tudor Revival
LATE 19" AND EARLY 20" CENTURY AMERICAN:
Bungalow/Craftsman

Narrative Description

Worcester, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
75 17 building
sites
10 structures
_ objects
90 20 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

GOVERNMENT/town hall
GOVERN MENT/police station

COMMERCE/store
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/agricultural fields
AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/agriculturaloutbuildings
EDUCATION/librarv

RELIGION/religious facility

RECREATION & CULTURE/monument (marker)

(See continuation sheet)

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE: granite. BRICK. CONCRETE

walls WOOD: weatherboard, shingle
STONE. BRICK. SYNTHETICS: vinyl.
CONCRETE

roof ASPHALT: STONE: slate. METAL

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

(See continuation sheet)

Worcester, MA
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6. FUNCTION OR USE (continued)

Historic Ftmctions Current Ftmctions
RELIGION:Religious facility DOMESTIC/singlefamily
RECREATION & CUL TURE/monument (marker) DOMESTIC/multi-family
SOCIAL/meeting hall TRANSPORTATION/road related

DOMESTIC/singlefamily
DOMESTIC/multi-family
TRANSPORTATION/road related



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Nationd Regger of Higoric Haces B,,,,. @ Hdoic Dswc
Cd]‘] nuajm S"m Bolton (Worcester County)

7 1 M assachusetts

Sedion numbe Paoe
7. DESCRIPTION
The 73-acre Bolton Center Historic District, encompesses the historic, institutional, commercid, and
resdentia core of the commimity. Situated in the gpproximate center of the residentia/rural town of
Bolton, Massachusetts, adong the magjor colonia and early-nineteenth-century transportation route, the
Lancagter Road,(today's Route 117/Main Street), the arearetains the character of atraditional linear New
England tovm center. Most of its buildings, which goen all the town's historic periods, are digned dong
the winding main road, silhouetted againgt a backdrop of hilly woods and fieldsto the north, and low-
lying plain and wetlands to the south. Contributing resources here include the 1850s town hall, three
nineteenth-century schoolhouses, the early-twentieth-century public library, and the town's first modem
dementary schooal, built inthe 1920s. Remaining from the pre-railroad degecoach ea ae severd
buildings associated with a prominent regiond iim, and one of its wings. In the wedtern part of the
digtrict are two rare surviving commercid buildings—an early-nineteenth-century hip-roofed brick sore,
and atall, narrow clgpboarded Gregk Revival building that was atailor's shop, doctor's office, and post
office. Most of the resdences in the digtrict are well-preserved examples of the late Colonia, Federd,
and Greek Reviva eras. Intergpersed among them are afew later vernacular Itdianate and Queen Anne
houses, and severd Craftsman cottages. The outer ends of the didtrict still form a transition from the
clugtered town center to its rural surroundings. Leaving 1-496 (built 1964) behind, one enters the eest
end of the district through the two-himdred-year-old Samud Blood Farm, passing between its hip-roofed
Federd mansion and tum-of-the-century bams on the hill to the north, and on the south, three employee
housssbuilt by one of the farm's early-twentieth-century owners. At the opposte end of the didtrict are
the farmstead and fields of another farm from the same era, which beonged to a successon of three
ministers.  Throughout the district, bams and outbuildings, many dating to the nineteenth century,
provide reminders of the areds agrarian and smal-manufacturing past. At the center of the district, the
foundations, dam, and millpond of a mid-nineteenth-century sawmill remain, preserved as pat of a
amall park. Scatered throughout the district and enhancing the character of the village as awhole are a
congderable number of other smctures and objects, including severd historic roads and drives, a
network offieldstonewalls, afieldstonebridge, a gone marker that displayed the mileege to Bogton in
the days of the sagecoach, and abrick powderhouse . Inall, the Bolton Center Historic Digtrict retains
integrity of location, design, setting, materias, workmanship, feeling, and association as the tovra canter
for over two centuries,

(continued)
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Asistypica inasmal mral town center, mogt of the buildings in the Bolton Center district are wood-
frame, domegtic in scde, 1 1/2- to 2 1/2-dories in height, with one or two wings or els. The
predominant feeling isresidential, with even the sores and manufacturing shops nearly indistinguishable
from the housess and bams.  The main exceptions are the 1923 Emerson Schooal, alarge, cupolaed brick
building which was greatly expanded in 1952 and 1971 and the 1928 wood-frame First Parish Church,
which dominates the dope on the north sde of Main Street with itstall spire and extensve array of later
wings and outbuildings. The 1853 brick Bolton Town House, replete with an early-twentieth-century

two-gtory Doric portico, is an emphatic symbol of Bolton's identity as a community, s isthe fieldstone
and tile Tudor Revival Bolton Public Library of 1903.

Intmsions inthe digtrict are few. Only a few houses have been covered with synthetic siding, as have
the Blood Farm bams and the front of the Bolton Garager Mogt of the seventeen modem, non-
contributing buildings within the district boundaries have been designed to be compatiblein scae, form,
and materias to the older resources  These include severd one- and two-car garages, a dgpboarded

dorerestaurant complex, and two other one-story cgpboarded buildings, a house and a smdl office
building.

Reflecting Bolton's prosperity as an early farming community and the importance of the town center asa
transportation focus aong a mgjor eest-west route in the prerailroad era, mog of the contributing
buildingsin the district dateto the late-eighteenth and the first half of the nineteenth century. The result
isavillage center that is predominantly Federd and Gresk Revival in character. Two buildings dating to
the mid-eghteenth century, the GossHolman House of 1741 and the Josgph Sawyer House, built prior
to 1760, were updated and enlarged during the Federd period, and another eighteenth-century house that
gpparently originally sood on the north sde of the road on the ste of the sscond meetinghouse, the
Houghton House (674 Main Street), was changed to Greek Reviva in aout 1840. Severd Feded
house-types ae represented, including both the lingering center-chimney and double-ridge-chimney
forms, as well as afew examples with paired reer chimneys, and severd of the hip-roofed, sngle end-
wall-chimney type. The many Greek Revivad houses includethe 2 1/2-gory, gable-end side-hdl-entry
house itsamdler relative, the 2-story gable-end cottage; three Sde-gabled 1 1/2-gory cottages in which
the mainroof extends forward onto posts or columns, and two double-houses with projecting sde-wall
entries.  Of the many bamsthat add an agricultural flavor to the district, some are free-standing in dose
proximity to the houses, severd have become atached viaan ell or wing to the main building to form
tme "extended farmhouses'. Nearly al poddate 1830, and most, whether smdl or large, conform to the
"New England” bam type with the main wagon door in the gable-end of the building.

(continued)
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Property descriptions

The contributing properties of the district are described by typein roughly chronological order, from the
mid-e ghteenth-century houses built subbsequent to the town's 1738 incorporation, to the houses, church,
school, and early twentieth century gerages

Residentid buildings

The 2 1/2-gtory, five-bay center-chimney house was the dominant house form in the eestem part of
Worcester Coimty during the second half of the eighteenth century, continuing in diminished numbers
through the early 1800's. The Bolton Center District haes two well-preserved housss of the type, as well
& a lees two more where the chimney configuration was changed. The most intact center-chimney
house, the 1798 Gen. Segphen Gardner House a 642 Main Street (Map #10), displays an degantly-
proportioned late Georgian entry with the tgpered pilasters and triangular-pedimented entablature that is
typical of designs in eghteenth-century builder'sguides. 704 Main Strest, the Dr. Amos Parker House.
(Map #35), is a larger, two-room-degp house with 6-over-9-sash windows. Built about 1800, it retains
its center chimney, and hes the district's only example of an endosed pedimented, projecting entry
"porch”. The Josgph Sawyer House & 698 Main Street (Map #32), which was sanding by 1760, is
another house of the same proportions that formerly had a center chimney. The chimney was removed
in about 1870 to accommodate a new center hall, and the present paired ridge chimneys were installed.
The doorway of the Sawyer House is ancther typical design of the late eighteenth century—uwith a four-
pane transom and tapered, imfluted pilasters supporting a horizontal entablature.  The interior of this
house displays wall paintings attributed to muralist Rufiis Porter. A double-house, the Jacob and Levi
Houghton House a 8 Wataguadoc Road (Map #41), which hes a pair of shalow rear Sde wings, dso
hes a center chimney, though reduced in Sze. 674 Main Stregt (Map #23), which was gpparently moved
from the north sde of the dreat in 1792 and radically changed to a Sde-hdl-entry Greek Revival house
ca 1840, dso displaystheremans of its center chimney on the interior.

Ore late Georgian house, the ca. 1785 house of Bolton's third minister, the Rev. Phiness Wright a 763

Main Strest (Map #60), was built as a large gable-roofed "double-pile’ 2 1/2-story, gable-roofed,

double-ridge-chimney house. In excdlent condition, it has 12-over-12-sash windows and an entry with

a high Georgian surround with atransom and fluted pilasters with bolection capitas. Another double-
ridge-chimney house, the Holman Annex a 642 Main Srest (Map #57), is a later example of this

generd house-type, probably built in the 1830s Although itis2 12 dories, it may have sarted out asa
1 1/2-gory Cape Cod cottage. Itspanded comer pilasters and the tripartite surround of its four-paneled
gable-end door are characterigtic of early Greek Revivahouses.

(continued)
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By the end of the eighteenth century, buildings with interior end chimneys were gopearing in Bolton.
The digtrict hes severd exardes— all of them two dories, five bays wide— with hipped roofs and a
sngle pair of massve chinmeys. The Samud Blood House of ca 1793 a 579 Main Strest (Map #4) is
the largest. It is a high-style Federd building, with comer pilasters and a pilastered entry with an
elliptical fanlight and double-leaf, four-paneled door that is obscured somewha by an early-twentieth-
century Tuscan-columned portico. While the Blood House hes 6-over-6-sash windows, many of the
others of this type were built with 12-oyer-12-sash.  The mogt lavish is the Goss'Holman House a 752
Main Strest (Map #59), the home of Bolton's first minister. Its origina section was built in 1741 ss a
typical 2 1/2-gory five-bay house, which faced south toward the first meetinghouse. It was updated,
probably about 1803, to a high-style, hip-roofed Federd house with 12-oyer-12-sash windows, with a
new facade oriented north toward the Great Road (Main Stregt). It, too, hes comer pilasters, dong with a
dentilated entablature.  Its main, center entry hes a Sx-panded door, and a pilastered surround with a
pediment, dso embdlished with dentils. Asa the Blood House, an early twentieth-century porch adds
to itsdegance. Thisone isasde porch, supported on four massve, unfluted Doric columns. 702 Main
Street (Map #33), a hybrid building that brought the pre-1810 sore and house of Josgph Sawyer. .
under one wide hipped roof sometime after 1870, nonethdess conformsto this generd building type.
Here the windows are 6-over-9-sash, and the 6-panded entry door is surrounded by bead-molded boards
ingead of classicd pilasters. The fourth building of the type is one of the digtrict'sfew brick buildings,
the gore originally buih ca 1820 by Woodbury & Holman a 718 Main Street (Map #43), cdled for
generations the "Old Brick Store". (See Commercid Buildings)

The form of the latest hip-roofed building inthe digtrict, the William Chaplin House a 707 Main Strest
(Map #36), built between 1817 and 1822, is different from the other four. One room degp, with along
reer wing, it was goparently built with a pair of rear-wall chimneys, of which one remains.  Although
dtered by synthetic siding, and by door and window replacement, it retains its generd Federd-period
gopearance. There are two other paired-rear-chimney houses of the Federd period inthe district, both
with dde-gabled roofs- 694 and 714 Main Street.  The former, the house of Josgph and Nathan Sawyer
(Map #30), probably built during the 1820s, hes 6-over-6-sash windows in the typica projecting
aurroimds of the Federd period. Its entry, which displays four-pane sddights, hes panded-board
pilagters. The entry of 714 Main Street, the Phiness Fairbanks House of ca 1826 (Map #40), 0 hes 4-
pane sddlights; the gorons imder these have recessed, beeded pands.  Indde the Fairbanks House ae
dencils attributed to either Moses Eaton or his son, Mases Eaton, J.

One Federd-period building, 676 Main Street (Map #24), hes an imusud form and configuration, dueto
itsorigin as awing of the Holman lim. probably added to the irm between 1800 and 1810.
(continued)



Fonii 10-900-a

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places cerer ,..toric Dt
CothI nua:i on gm Bolton (Worcester County)

7 5 M assachusetts
Sadion numboe Page

It was moved to its present Ste when the ilm was demolished in 1874; hence it now presents itswide

gable-end, with the digtrict's only high-style Federd dlliptical-fanlighted entry, to the sreet. (A two-bay
section on the eest isan addition of 1915.)

By the 1830s numerous central Massachusetts houses were begirming to gopear with roofs oriented with
the ridge perpendicular to the front wall, in the fully-developed gable-end, side-hall entry form that
was to dominate residential building constmction in the region through the end of the nineteenth
century. There are three 2 1/2-gory houses of this type inthe didtrict, all of them with Gregk Reviva
detalls and 6-over-6-sash windows. The mogt intact, i n spite of the addition of a 1980s Sde wing, isthe
converted Houghton House a 674 Main Srest (Map #23). Conceding its earlier smcture, and
reoriented gable-end to the dredt, this became a typica 2 1/2-gory, three-bay building with a
pedimented front gable and awide sde-hal entry with an unusua 8-pand door and 4-pane sSiddights
over panded gorons  Two dmilar houses dand & 713 and 715 Man Srest. 713, the
Tovme/Bigd ow/Everett House (Map #39) of 1839, a0 has an 8-pand door, but in a surround with 5
paned, fiill-length siddlights, tapered pilasters, and a high frieze. Although #715 (Map #44), is sadto
have been built by Cdeb Wheder as early as 1815, its smilarity to #713 indicates that it is a
replacement, or a leest aradical renovation of the 1830's. Here, the entry dso has awide surround with
tapered pilagters, but, like the Houghton House, continues the 4-paned siddlights above beaded-panded
gprons ssen on the nearby housss of the Federd period.

Thelargest number of housssin the district with agable-end, sde-hal-entry form and plan gppeer in the

smdler, 1-1/2- or two-story gable-end cottage configuration. All seven of these housss have atached

dls;, sx have atached bams. Two houses, a 621 and 631 Main Strest (Map #s 8 and 9), were built ca

1851 with recessed entries with fiill-length, 5-pane sddights, as was the pedimented house a 749 Main
Stret (Map #58), built in 1849. Theca 185 SK. Sawyer House & 708 Main Street (Map #37), d0
hes fiill-length sidelights, but the 1842 house of Horatio Newton a Main Stregt (Map #26), till hes
a 6-pand door flanked by 4-pane siddights with panded gorons below.  After 1855 houses were being
built with 2-over-2-sash windows, and these gppear a the two later gable-end cottages inthe digric—

662 Main Stregt of 1869 (Map#18), and 725 (Map #49), built between 1870 and 1872. Both houses
have details more characteristic of the vernacular 1tdianate tyle—662, the Warren Houghton House, hes
adoor with two long glass lights over two pands, and 725, built for resde by William Robinson, hes a
polygona bay window on the facade. Both display smple sawcut brackets a their overhanging entry
canopies.

The Bolton Center Didtrict isfortimate to have five examples of the Sde-gabled, 1 1/2-gory cottage, four

of which gppear as late versons of the two-room-degp Cape Cod cottage house-type.  Three five-bay
examples werebuilt in 1830 and 1831. The 1831 Smeon Cuimingham House a 777 Main

(continued)
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Strest (Map #61) hes a 6-pand door, 6-oyer-6-sash windows, and paired ridge chimneys. (Its shed-
roofed facade dormer is alater addition.) Anarchitectura highlight of the digtrict is the pair of large,
nearly identical housesthat Gen. Stephen Gardner hed built for his son and daughter in 1830-31, & 649
and 655 Main Street (Map#s 11 and 13). Both are desp, five-bay houses with a facade-width porch
shdtered by the front overhang of the roof, which has three smdl pedimented facade dormers. Both
retain their 6-over-6-sash windows and a gothic-ingpired pointed-arched window under eech sde-geble
pesk, covered with louvered shutters. The facade of 649Main Street, the Theodore Gardner House, hes
fluted Doric colurrms and 4-pane sddlights a the center entry; #655's columns are unfluted, and its entry
a0 hes short sidelights, but here they are divided into multiple, uneven panes  The facade of alittle
cottage & 607 Main Street (Map #6), ancther gpparently built by Gen. Gardner in about 1830, is d0
recessed under the front plane of the roof, athough its supporting columns have been replaced, and it
now hes a shed-roofed dormer over the facade. This house is four bays wide, with 6-oyer-6-sash
windows. Judt to its eedt & 601 Main Strest (Map #5), is an earlier Sde-gabled, 1 1/2-dory cottage,
probably built in the late 1790s which is now dtered by changes in sding and windows, and by
numerous additions.

Four houses knovm to have been built as multi-family resdences dand in the district. The earliest was
the Jacob and Levi Houghton House of 1811, mentioned above. The others, all buih in the 1830s and
1840s, are clugered in the west part of the district opposite the former Holman Inn site. Two, #720
Main Street (Map #46), built by Woodbury & Holman, owners of the Brick Store, and #726/728 (Map
#50), goparently put up for rental by Amory Holman, are 2 1/2-gory double-houses oriented with their
four-bay gable-ends to the dreet, and a vestibuled entry on each sde, shdtered by an open porch. The
former retains severd Greek Reviva details, including lonic pilagters a the house comers and Doric
porch columns. 730 Great Road (Map #52), located behind 726/728. is now dtered by porch endosures,
but may originally have been similar in form and plan to the other two.

The small number of late-nineteenth-century houses in Bolton Center reflectsthe decline in settlement
that took place here with the demise of sage-coach travel and the edlipse of loca manufacturing
concams in the late-industrial period. Only two houseswere built here in the 1880sand 1890s One, the
Ellen WindeHouse of 1880 a 733 Main Streat (Map #53), which was built on the ste of the Holman
Inn (demolished in 1874), is atall, upright gable-end house with a few vemacular Itaianate features,
including atwo-story polygonal bay window on the facade, and a scroll-bracketed canopy a the main
entry. The 1890s Proctor/Powers House a 651 Main Street (Map #12), is another building of the same
generd form, with a 2-gory polygona facade bay and an daborately-bracketed door hood. 1t showsthe
Quean Anne influence, however, in its projecting Sde-bay with pattemed-shingle gable, and open-
bracketed sde porch.

(continued)
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Very lae Queen Aime formsare evident a the 1912 Thomas Wetherbee House a& #670 Main Stregt
(Map #20), where the second-dory facade bay projects forward from a 2 1/2-gory sde-gabled house
over afirst-storypolygona bay. This house dso has the mbble foundation, diamond gable window,
multi-paned colored glass gar window, largepaned "picture’ window in the bay, and alarge-light
glass-and pand door that were popular a thetime. A smpler early-twentieth-century two-story house is
the two-bay, gableend Sutton House of ca 1918 a 723 Main Srret (Map #48), dso on a mbble
foimdation. With the exception of a gambre-roofed Cgpe Cod cottage a 615 Main Street (1942, Map
#64), all the other pre-1950 houses in the district are small cottages and bungadows with Craftsman or
aubdued Colonia Revival accents. #550 Main Street (Map #1) isa 1 1/2-gory sSde-gabled cottage of ca
1919 with a center through-comice wall dormer and pedimented entry portico; the gambrel-roofed 562
Main Strest (Map #3) built about the same time, is an early example of a Dutch Colonial Revival
cottage. The smal Sde-gabled version of the popular Craftsman bungal ow with awide dormer located
over the facade porch is represanted by the Pardee House a 608 Main Street (Map #7), the John Smith
House of 1932 a 703 Main Street (Map #34), and one of the ca 1919 Atwood farm employees houses
a 556 Main Strest (Map #2). The best-presarved of these housesis the Pardee House, which still hesits
origina 2-over-lI-sash windows, a square sair window, single-light glass-and-pand door, and decorative
exposd rafter ends.

Commercid buildings
As mentioned above, early district buildings built for commercid purposes usualy took the same forms
& the houses. Thus, a building such as Woodbury & Holman's "Old Brick Store' of ca 1820 & 718
Main Street (Map #43), istoday distinguished from a resdence largely by its details. This Sore, for
indance, has an open facade "piazzd’ on Tuscan columns with a granite floor. Its rarest surviving
features are the panded dhutters that remain on two of the facade windows. Complete with early iron
latches and hinges, they still bear the words "West India Goods'. The former Holman Irm Harness Shop
a 727 Main Strest (Map #51), atall, narrow gable-end building, was converted to a resdence inthe
latter part of the nineteenth century. Atthat timeit acquired a polygona bay window on the eedt Side,
and, probably severd years later, a wrgparound porch on Tuscan columns. Ebenezer Townes Tailor
Sop a 711 Main Strest (Map #38), built in 1839, is even narower than the hamess shop.
Characterigic of constmction during the Gregk Reviva period, this building has a pedimented gable-
end and 6-over-6-sash windows, some a the second floor, which contained living goace Thefirst floor
of the building was later the office of two doctors, and housad the Bolton Pogt Office beginning in 1893,
after which it acquired its large, well-preserved two-pane display windows. The sametype of windows
grace the one-gtory "false-front” section that was added to the building's eest 9de for the post office ad
asodafountainin 1896.

(continued)
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The 2 1/2-gory building a 664 Main Street (Map #19), part of which may pre-date 1829, was renodded
three times-first as the factory building of the Bolton Shoe Company inabout 1837, and againjust after
the Civil War by William Robinson who converted it to a meeting hall, Robinson Hall, with an
auditorium on the sscond floor and adining hall and kitchen on the first. The distinctive square comer
tower, shingle-arched entrance, and grouped 2/2 and 4/4 windows may date to the period of Robinson's
ownership, or be part of extensve renovations by Thomas Wetherbee, who remodded the building into
ahousein about 1913.

Theform of John Smith'slittle grocery store a 703 Main Strest (Map #34), was completely changed to a
Craftsman cottage in aout 1932. By contrast, Harry Sutton's Bolton Garege a 719 Main Street (Map
#45), a smdl early automobile garage that was greetly enlarged by John Smith in about 1927, still
retains the form of a long, degp early-modem commercid garage of rock-faced concrete block with
shallow-pitched roof and exposed rafter ends and large 12-pane windows dong the Sdes.

Ingtitutiona buildings

Characteridic of atme small-tovra center, the Bolton Center district includes buildingsand smctures
put up by the town a severd periods in its history, and their presence reflects the changing nesds
dtitudes, and cdrcumsgtances of the community. The earliest extant is alittle square brick powderhouse
(Map #15), with pyramida wood-shingleroof, built high on the hill onthe north Sde of Main Stret in
1812. The Bolton Tovm House (Map #16), d0 brick, with a date roof, was built in 1853. When
pictured without its grand two-story Doric-like portico of 1910-1915, thisis aplain, two-story building
with few stylish accents. It gands gable-end to the dreet, with a one-bay facade that hes a center entry
with double-leaf four-pand door a the first story, atripartite 6-over-6-sash window a the sscond, and a
amall Pdladian window under the main gable. The origina portion of the Tovm House has four bays of
12-over-12-saeh over 8-over-8s dong the sdes; the building was extended to the rear by two baysin
1914.

Four public school buildings are located within the district. The earliest. Center School House #1. was
originaly built a the comer of Manor and Wataquadoc Roads in 1825 as a smal one-sory wood-frame
sthoolhouse. 1t was sold, moved to 689 Main Street (Map #27), in about 1865 and usad for a generd
dore. In the 1880s it was moved back afew feet on anew mbble and brick foundation, and about 1925
it was converted to ahouse. That early Center School House was replaced as a school by arecycled
building, the Baptist Meetinghouse, built in about 1841 a 9 Wataquadoc Road (Map #42). A larger 1
1/2-gory, pedimented gable-end building, the exterior of this seoond Schoolhouse #1 hes high-gtyle
Grek Reviva detailing in itspanded comer pilagters, and aftiU Greek revival entablature withfrieze,

(continued)
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architrave, and echinus molding. Prominent dterations reflect the building's uses subssquent to 1900—

the early-twentieth-century fire whistle over the front geble pesk reveds that it was usad for fire
goparatusfromca 1920 until 1964, while the large garage door on the facade indicates it dored both the
fire gpparatus and the tovra hearse. In 1849, Bolton built its first high school, the Houghton Schoadl a

697 Main Street (Map #31). Still well within the prolific Greek Revival era of school congmction, this
isalarge, two-story, pedimented building. Itswindow and door configuration hes been changed, and it

hes lost some of its detail over the years, but retains the 12-over-12- and 8-over-12-sash windows of its
dde walls, a louvered limette in the pediment, and a tripartite facade window and a bracketed cornice
smilar to those a the Tovra House. The fourth school in the digtrict is the two-story brick Colonia

Revivd Emeson School of 1923, a 692 Man Strest (Map #29). Desgned by architect Luther

Greenledf, thisis ahip-roofed building with centra lantem aop its date roof, and afive-bayfacade with
roimd-arched openings and afull-height, Doric tetrastyle portico.

Both the Houghton and Emerson Schools were made possble through private donations. A third
mimicipal building, the Bolton Public Library a 738 Main Street (Map #56), was d<o a gift, from the
Whitney family. Thislittle 1903 building, its English Tudor Reviva style contrasting vividly with the
native New England architecture aroimd it, was designed by the architectura firm of Stone, Carpenter
and Willson, and constmcted of loca Boltonfieldstoneby mason Aden B. Allen. Little changed snceit
was built, the library istypical of the Tudor Reviva style in its pargpet end walls, massve chimneys,
and its half-timbered, crossgabled dormers and entry portico with pebble-dash ducco infill. Less
typical isthe red tile roof. The interior of the library is finished in oak, with consgderable wall panding
and medieva-inspired mantelpieces a the two sone fireplaces.

Ore early-twentieth-century church is one of the main focal points of the district. The First Parish
Church, ance 1931 the Federated Church of Bolton, was congmcted in 1928 a 673 Main Strest (Map
#21), on the foimdations of the Second Mestinghouse of 1793, which had bumed dovra in December,
1926. Desgned by architect Edwin T. Chapin of Worcedter, the building is a graceful Colonia Revival
gmcture with atall, three-dage segple and, perhaps in homage to the Town House facade, a Pdladian
window above atetrastyle portico. A large eest wing was added in 1957.

(continued)
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The rurd amosphere of the Bolton Center district is enhanced by a subgtantid number of surviving

barns and other agricultural outbuildings. Commanding a view from a great distance, for ingance,

are the large connected, cupolaed dairy bamson the hillside a 579 Main Street. Most of those smctures
goparently date to ca 1900 and dightly later. Behind them, a sgparate two-story wagon shed with

pointed-arched windows probably dates to the latter part of the nineteenth century. The earliest

outbuilding inthe district may be the low-eaved bam behind 694 Main Street, which sands on ahigh

fieldstone foundation with a wide opening for wagons to pess through. Many bams ae small, axd
nearly al are of the pos-1830 "New England” type, built with avertica-board diding wagon door either

centered or off-center in the maingable end. Some of the bams, like the well-preserved atached bam a
749 Main Street, are "banked”, with awagon mn ascending to the main door, and a lower-level dorege
aea with its entry a the oppodte end of the building. Severd bams have vemecular detals
corregponding to a prevailing architecturd style, such as the comice brackets and the oculus or whed

window inthe gable of the bam between 711 and 713 Main Street. The lowest level of the large mid-

nineteenth-century banked bam a Main Street has awagon door in the Sde wall facing the road; its
aurround has the shalow pediment typical of the Gresk Reviva period. Few bamsinthe district have
upper-level hay doors, an exception is the little attached bam a 662 Main Street, (now with modem

garage doors), which has a shdlow-arched, diagond-board hay door in the gable.

Essentidly the same gable-end building form was ussd for numerous artisans shops, such as Howard
Atwood's early-twentieth-century board-and-batten blacksmith shop that was moved to Bolton Historical

Society property behind 676 Main Stret in 1976. It is speculated that the little gable-end bam/garage
danding dose tothe road a 714 Main Street may have been one of the eighteenth-century potash shops

knovrato have been moved to the Site shortly before the building of the housein 1826.

Seveard automobile garages were built adjacent to the housss in the district in the early part of this
century. A few, imdoubtedly because offire-safetycongderations, are of masonry, with the typica
hipped roof of the 1910s and 1920s. Thethree-car garage a 579 Main Stredt is of fieldstone; the one-car
garage & 664 Main Street isbrick. Some later garages, Such as the gabled 2-car garages a 670 and 733
Great Road, are clad in the novelty beveed or "drop” siding that became popular in the 1930s

(continued)
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Other resources

Ore of the oldest smdl-manufacturing resources in the district survives only a a dte, but its
significance, a the heart of the district, continues as atown-ovraed park. Thisis Pond Park. (Map #28)
edtablished in 1905 to include the pond, dam, foimdationsand raceways of amill dte that was in ue
throughout mogt of the nineteenth century. At the beginning of the twentieth century, the remains of the
Sawvyer saw mill, dong with two buildingsthat himg over the pond, Maoney's carriage-painting shop,
and awood-working shop, were all in deteriorating condition. A group of civic-minded citizens hed the
buildings tom dovra, and the new Village Improvement Society planted trees, simbs and grassaround
the pond and on the impoundment of the raceways, with awooden footbridge over the dam. (The bridge
there today is a near-replica of that bridge). Thefieldstonemill floor and foundations, dam abutments,
and retaining walls of the raceways are broken dovra in some places, but they, the dam, and the pond
remain as important reminders of the stésindustria significance in the heart of thevillage center. Even
an overflow or secondary pond to the south of the dam still occasiondly floods, and Great Road till
crossss the north edge of the millpond on the ol dfiel dstonecausaway, which was raised on arubble bese
early in this century, its curb caoped with concrete and an iron-pipe railing.

The lines of two historic lanes and roads, perpendicular to Main Stredt, are still goparent.  The path to
the First Mestinghouse (Map #47), which can still be discerned just eest of 720 Main Stredt, datesto as
ealy as 1740; the nineteenth-century Old Townhouse Road (Map #14) is a stone-wall-lined path
moimting the hill eadt of the TovraHouse. The Tovrahouse Road may even have continued south of the
Great Road (Main Street), as it dignswith awidefieldstonebridge over the Great Brook (Map #25).

Archaeological Description

No prehistoric Stes are located within the digtrict or in the generd area(within one mile), however, stes
may be present. Severd prehistoric Stes have been identified aong the floodplain of the Nashua River
and itstributariesincluding the Still River. Prehigtoric stes have dso been identified on upland terraces
bordering the eestem margins of the floodplain. Thisaeaborders the Asssbet River drainege to the eest
and south, all of which form part of the Merrimack River drainage, a known regiona corridor of Native
American settlement. Environmenta characterigtics of the district dso include severd locationa criteria
which are favorable for many types of prehistoric Stes. Numerous well drained, level to moderatdy
doping terraced locaes are present within the digtrict in dose proximity to wetlands. Great Brook and
svad of itstributariesincluding ponded arees are present within or neer mogt of the district. Given the
above factors, the sze of the digtrict(approximately 73 acres) and the availability of open soece, ahigh
potential exists that prehistoric Stes are present.

A high potentia dso exids for the recovery of significant historic archaeologica resourceswithin the
(contnued)
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district. Stmctura remans may survive from many of the district'sresdentia, agricultural, institutional
and industrial components dating from the 18" through 20* centuries. Of particular interest is thefact
that over two-thirds of the buildings sanding in the district in 1831 are still extant indicating that one-
third of those smctures may survive as archaeologicad resources. Many of the smctures no longer
extant likely date from the 18* century settlement of the district. Further documentary reseerch
combined with archaeologica testing can identify the Stes of 18* century resdences located dong the
entire Main Stret corridor. Origina settlement was digoersed inalinear pattem throughout this areaas
aresult of the alocation of 20 acre house lotsto the original settlers. Since few smctures remainfrom
this period, the potentia for archaeologica survivasis high. The potentid for archaeologicd surviva
of 19* century resdencesis dso high, however, inaddition to single family privately owned resdences,
renta homes, often built by mill owners and referred to as "Corporation Houses' are dso now presant.
At leest one "Corporation House" built by Amory Holmanis knovrato have bumed inthe Main Street
aea. Other potentia resdentiad smctures which may survive as archaeologica resources include a
dmcture which stood a the dSte of the present Pardee home & 608 Main Street and the origina dte of
the William Woodbury house a 674 Main Street which was relocated to the south Sde of the road.
Stmctura survivasfrom commercia smctures should aso be present in the district. Severd inns dating
to the 18* century were present inthe Bolton areawith two of the more notable inns, both of which are
no longer extant, located within the district. The Holman 1nnwas located on the north sde of the road
between 711 and 715 Main Street. The Woodbury Innoriginaly stood on the dte of 670 Main Stredt.
The Gutterson Hamess shop was present & 694 Main Stredt.

Archaeologica survivas from industria type stes should dso survive in the Bolton Center Historic
Didtrict.  One of the more important aress includes the Pond Park locade which was a center of mill
activity throughout most of the 19* century. As late as the beginning of the 20* century, the Sawyer
Saw Mill dong with two other buildings that hung over the pond were present but shortly thereafter
weretom dovra. Surface evidence is presant in this arealincluding thefiel dstonemill floor, foundations,
dam abutments and retaining walls for raceways all of which are broken dovrain some places. These
resources ae located in the vicinity of amill pond originally built by Jod Sawyer inthe 1830s A
soond pond or overflow pond is locaed immediaedly bedow the first. Other potentia
industrial/manufacturing Stes which may survive in the district include the Blood Hat Shop located in
the tum of the 18*/19* centuries & 579 Main Strest & the eest end of the district, the Cunningham
Tannery originally located just north of the intersection of Main Street and Howard Road from 1806-
1850s the 3-story Holman Shoe Shop which originaly sood behind 726/728 Grest Road and, a
rdocated shoe shop which later bumed a 725 Main Strest. Stmctura remains from severd institutional
type buildings may dso be present in the district. Survivasfrom an earlier tovrahal(1834) may be

(continued)
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present a the dte of the existing Bolton TovraHousebuilt in 1853 & Main Street. Stmctura
aurvivas may dso remain from the 1866 Baptist Medtinghouse which was destroyed by fire in 1938.
Evidence of the district's first school may survive a the ste of the extant Center District Schoolhouse
built in 1825 a the comer of Wataguadoc and Manor Roads. The First School was built in the vicinity
of the original meetinghousewhich aso may survivein that area

Outbuildings and occupationa related features are yet another type of historic archaeologica resources
which may survive inthe district. Stmctura survivals from bams are probably the more common type
of outbuilding which survive inthe digtrict. Few, if any, bams survive from the 18* century indicating
aurvivas from this period as particularly important. One of the more important bams which may
aurvive as an archaeologica resource is the horse bam for the Holman Inn located neer 730 Main Street.
That bam was reportedly enormous in Sze containing up to 90 horses  The bam was likely dso
affiliated with the Bolton and Lancager Stage Company which operated in 1827 and was d<o located a
the inn. Additional types of outbuildings related to resdences, agricultural usss and manufacturing
should dso be present. Smdler outbuildings including potash and blacksmith shops were usaed in the
digtrict as early as the 18* century. Occupationd rdated feature(trash pits, privies, wells) should dso
be present with all building types in the digtrict locde. These features will dso be present with
dmcturesstill extant in thedistrict.

(end)
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bolton Center Historic Didtrict is a well-preserved, semi-rurd linear town center, conggting of
resdentia, ingtitutional, and commercia resources dating primarily from the late-eighteenth through
early twentieth centuries. This 73-acre areagradually developed as the main focus of Bolton's civic ad
professond life after the first meetinghouse was built just to the south in 1740, and over the years saw
the construction of a series of schoals, three more churches, twotown halls, apublic library, and severd
cormnercid and manufacturing enterprises.  Situated a a crossroads on the Lancaser Road, the mgjor
eighteenth-centtiry eest/west transportation route through the northeast part of Worceser Coimty, the
aeathrived as amagjor Sagecoach and mail sop in the years between the Revolution and the coming of
the railroads. A significant lodging and traveling trade developed in severd early inns and taverns,
dores and other trangportation-related sarvices assodated, including blacksmith and hamess shops
Handsome high-style and vemacular resdences belonging to the ministers, iim- and dorekegpers,
entrepreneurs and artisans, and, of course, farmers, grew up here over the course of the town's first
century, and Bolton remained an areaof mixedftmctionsinto the twentieth century. Over two-thirds of
the thirty buildingsin the district in 1831 are still gdanding. A dozen more housss were built before
1875; two more are resdences of the last quarter of the nineteenth century, and only seven infill housss
date to the first third of the twentieth century. Intmsions in the area ae minimal, (consisting of only
four modem houses and business buildings, plus severd minor outbuildings), and dterations are
generdly confined to additions and door, window, and siding changes on afew of the older smctures.
The reault is a digtrict that retains the character and integrity it had acquired by the early twentieth
centtiry, and meets Criteria A and C of the National Regider a the locd level.

Resdential and economic devdopment

Bolton was st of f from Lancader, the largest and earliest commimity in centrd Massachusdts, as a
Spaae town in 1738. Although its origina thirty-five square miles were reduced over time by the
formation of the digtrict of Berlin in 1784, its mestinghouse center still occupies the geographica center
of the town. (Bolton's boundaries were further dtered in 1829 by the armexation of pat of
Marlborough, and the formation of the town of Hudson in 1868). The first megtinghouse stood from
1740 until 1793 just south of this district; the line of the lane that led to it can still be ssen (Map #47). In
contragt to the more nudested settlements of earlier colonial communities, the first housdots intowns
established in Bolton's era tended to be a least 20 acres in areq, cregting an open, dispersed pattem of
sttlement even inthe town center, where farms intermingled with the meetinghouse, schoolhouse, and
other non-resdentia buildings. The Bolton Center didtrict still gives evidence of this type of early
development in the surviva offiel dsand woods adjacent to the road or visible behind the houses, as

(continued)



NPS Forni 10-WXK. AppwrfCto. 1014718

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places B,,,ce,er Haoic Distiic
COFItI nua]m S"m Bolton (Worcester County)

8 2 M assachusetts

Sﬂilv% I m presence o@eest four eighteenth-century farmsteads. The farmhouses of the first and
third town ministers, Thomas Goss (earliest section ca. 1741) and Phineas Wright (ca. 1785), face eech
other a 752 and 763 Main Street (Map #s 59 and 60), the latter still assocated with forty acres of open
land. Further eedt, the ca. 1793 farmhouse of Samud Blood a 579 Main Strest (Mgp #4) still stands on
eighteen acres, and over thirty wooded and cultivated acres of the extensve holdings of the family of
Gen. Sephen Gardner, who built his second house & 642 Main Strest (Map #10) in 1798, remain on
both ddes of the road. (Many of the original |ot configurations & the center, including the Blood and
Gadner farms, ae still evident in the very degp parcds extending far back from both sdes of Main
Strest.  The boundaries of this linear district have generdly been drawn dose to the road - see didrict
maps, and Section 10: Boundary Description and Justification.)

Over the course of the town's first severd decades, however, land fronting on the road in the center
section of the district was gradudly divided and sold off in amdler parcds, and by the 1830s a
continuous line of seven buildings, the densest cluster in Bolton, sood daose to the curving south sde of
Main Strest near the crossng of the Great Brook. Most of these buildings, which today contribute
gredtly to the late-Georgian and Federd character of the district, dand on land originaly belonging to
the Sawyer family. Thisshort section of the street was dso the focusfor much of the early commercia
and cottage-industry activity a the town center. By 1831 Jod and his brother Nathan, Sawyer were
making watches and jewelry in the house a 694 Main Srest (Map #30), and Samud and Rodney
Gutterson mede hamesses a #714 (Map #40), possbly in a former potash shop (one of two in the
vicinity) that had been moved onto the property. Then inthe early 1830s Jod Sawyer established the
first of acluster of samal "mechanics shops' when he built adam and sawmill on the Great Brook, just
bdow the road. 1n 1820, Charles Woodbury and Abraham Holman opened the district's longest-lived
commercid enterprise, a generd gore, in the building a 718 Main Streat (Map #43), that hes been
caled for generations the "Old Brick Store'. Joseph Sawyer. . operated another sore next to his house
(both now combined under one roof) a& 702 Main Strest (Map #33). Also in the early eighteenth
century, two doctors were practicing here —Dr. Levi Sawyer in an older house on the dte of 708 Main
Street (Map #37), and Dr. Amos Paker a #704 (Map #35). Dr. Parker, who was gppointed Bolton's
first pogmester in 1808 and remained in the post for 42 years, dso operated the post office from his
house. Nearby on the north sde of the dreet Haven Newton had atailor shop, which was incorporated
into his son's new Greek Revival house & 683 Main Strest (Map #26), in 1842. By 1839 there was
enough budness to support another tailor, Ebenezer Towne. who built his house and tailor shop (with
living gpece above), both pedimented, gable-end buildings, a 713 and 711 Main Strest (Map#s 38 ad
39). (That combined property was later occupied in direct successon by two more doctors. Dr. Windsor
Howe Bigelow, and Dr. Oliver Everett, both of whom lived a the latter and used the former as their
medica office. In 1893 Dr. Everett became the Bolton postmadter, and the shop was used for the post
office; later it was the town'sfirst telephone office, aswell.)

(continued)
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Pat of the clientele for Bolton center's early-nineteenth-century merchants, artisans, and professiondls,
as well as employment for other Bolton resdents, was generated by the presence of a leedt three inns
and tavems within the district, all long-snce demolished~the Holman Inn, located a about 737-739
Main Strest, Col. Cdeb Whede's inn on the north sde of the road between #711 and 715, and the
Woodbury Inn, which sood on the dte of 670 Main Street.  Although there were severd other inns
operating i n Bolton inthe eghteenth century, these on the Lancager Road, which by 1800 hed become
part of the Post Road from Boston to Lancaser and into New Hampshire, were in a prime location to
teke advantage of the increase in travel that took place after the Revolution. Severd Bolton Center
busnessmen had even invested in the mogt significant road improvement of the period, the 1805
Lancager & Bolton Turnpike, which followed the Lancager Road beginning just west of the district.
Also contributing to the thriving local busgness was the fact that Silas Holman and his son. Gen. Amory
Holman, who in 1818 sucosaded his father as owner of the mogt well-known establishment, the Holman
Inn, had controlling interests in some of the regiona sagecoach lines. This arangement ensured not
only that sagecoaches would sop here, but that the Holmans other enterprises, including ablacksmith
shop and hamess shop, would have plenty of work servicing the coaches and horses Then, in 1827,
Amory Holman founded the large Bolton & Lancagter Slage Company, with heedquarters a theinn.
Budness again increased when, in 1832, Gen. Holman received contracts to carry the mail from Boston
to Albany and to Brattleboro, Vermont. He eventudly sublet twelve subsidiary lines to his coach
drivers.

Asthe Holman Inn grew and its busness expanded, it employed a szegble staff, some of whom boarded
or rented goece in other buildingsthat the Holmans congmcted. The earlies of the Holman rental
housssisthe Holman Annex a 746 Main Street (Map #57), believed to have been built a the beginning
of the nineteenth century while Silas Holman was still ovsTier of the irm, and possibly later raised to two
dories and updated with early Gregk Reviva detailing. The double-house & 720 Main Street (Map
#46), probably put up in the 1830s by the ovraers of the brick store, was gpparently the prototype for two
others that Amory Holman built afew years afterward a 726/728 (Map #50), and 730 Main Streat (Map
#52) out of material from an enormous horse shed for the inn that had sood nearby on the south Sde of
the road. (Asmany as ninety horses were kept on the grounds a one time).  The two-story horse shed
was tom dovm, however, as the railroad era dawned and the budness of both the gagecoach and the inn
went into a sharp decline. The two new double-houses, adong with another that bumed dovsa, were
cdled the "Corporation Houses' for thejoint stock company formed by Amory Holman and twenty-one
investors around 1837. The busness of "the corporation” was the production of boots and shoes, and the
tenants of these houssswere gpparently  shoe-workers and their families.

(continued)
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The Bolton Shoe Company, dthough it was never a large compzmy, and was relatively short-lived, (by
1858 it had succumbed to regional competition and the absence of any nearby railroad), was Bolton
center's main industrial enterprise of the mid-nineteenth century. Mot of its sockholders were local
Bolton men, including Amory Holman, Sherman Houghton, and brick-store-owner George Rice. Earlier
dtempts a Bolton center to manufacture goods for more than alocal market had included a szable tum-
of the-nineteenth-century hat shop run by Capt. Samud Blood (579 Main Street) and his son, Edmund,
a the eest end of the district, atannery operated by Simeon Cunningham (777 Main Street) and others
just north of the intersection of Harvard Road from ca. 1806 through the 1850's, find significant home-
production for the regiona industry of tortoise-shell comb-making. The industrial production of those
enterprises was relatively minor, however, and the lack of substantia water power had prevented other
mgjor industrial development intown. By contrast, the shoe company, formed a the end of the 18305
was poised to take advantage of the advances in technology and production methods of theindudtrial
revolution. The Bolton Shoe Company factory building still dands a #664 Main Street (Map#19). In
addition, Amory Holman dso built a three-story, 60-by-18-foot shoe-shop of his own, which stood
behind #726/728 Great Road, and, like the "corporation houses” was constmcted out of materid from
the Holman Innhorse shed. In 1837, the vaue of Bolton's shoe productionin an aggregation of small
shops amounted to $6,000; by 1856, due largdly to the output of the Bolton Shoe Company, it had
grown to over $48,000. No railroad was ever built through the center of Bolton, however, and, just as
theinitial building of arailroad through Fitchburg led to the demise of the inn and sagecoach busness

competition from larger mid-century regiona mills that had the benefit of railroad acoess put an early
end to Bolton's shoe indudtry.

With the advent of the Civil War and the decline of the shoe company, devdopment a the center, &
dsawhere in town, came nearly to astandstill. The population had increesed from 1255 in 1855 to 1802
in 1865, then dropped by nearly 500 by 1870, due largdly to the loss of part of the town to Hudson in
1868. Only one house was congmcted in the center district between 1855 and 1870, the vemecular
Itdianate gable-end cottage of the town's first dentist. Dr. Warren Houghton, built about 1869 a 662
Main Street (Map #18), on part of the former Bolton Shoe Co. property that had been acquired by his
father-in-law, Sherman Houghton of 674 Main Stret. In 1870-71, another of Sherman Houghton's sons-
in-law, carpenter William W. Robinson, built a smilar gable-end cottage for resde a 725 Main Stregt
(Map #49), moving and converting one of the relocated shoe shops to a sore and dwelling (later bumed)
just to its ees. In 1874 the Holman Inn itself was tom down, and Civil-War veteran Charles Rich
moved its ballroomwing eedt to become the house a 676 Main Street (Map #24). The Holman Inn
hamess shop was ds0 converted to a dwelling (727 Main Street; Map #51). In 1880, a vemacular
Itdianate 2 1/2-gory gable-end house, #733 Main Street was built onthe Ste of the inn.

(continued)
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No other resdence was built in the center until the 1890s when in about 1898 atransitiond

Italianate/Queen Aime house was congmcted a 651 Main Street (Map #12). By the 1890s, severd of

Bolton's large agricultural properties had become tme "gentleman's fams.” Some had mede the
trangtion in mid-century from mixed husbandry to dairy farming; others had shifted from growing
goples for cider production to large orchards for goples and peaches for "winter fmit" (eating). Both
trends were in evidence a the old Blood Farm a 579 Main Strest, which, imder the name of Orchard

View Farm, was operated through the tum of the century by a series of owners as an gpple-orchard,

vegetable, and dairy farm. In 1915 the farm was purchesed by Howard Atwood, a Boston wool

merchant, who raised horses and pedigreed cattle, and added to the vadt aray of connected bams on the
hill. Tme to the large "gentleman's farm™ concept, he a0 had three modest houses built across the
dreat from the farmstead for his farm maneger and other employees (#s 550, 556, and 562 Main Stredt;

Map #s 1,2, 3). (Just asthe "corporation houses' had been built of materia from the Holman Inn horse
shed, the lumber for thesethree Colonial Revival houses came from athree-story carriage-painting shop,

on Hudson Road).

Other farms a Bolton Center, some of which were established by later generations of afamily on land
divided out from an earlier, larger farm, ds0 continued i n agricultural use through the early part of this
century; afew are till farmed today. At the west end of the didtrict, three generaions of the family of
Rev. Richard Edes Bolton's fifth minister, continued to operate the farm a 763 Main Stregt (Map #60),
and Harvard Road until 1950, and four generations of the Carpenter/Powers family farmed the large
aoesge a #0649 Main Srest  that Stephen Gardner had divided out of his own land for his son,

Theodore, in 1830-31 (Map #11).

Ove the years, sevard farmers sold off smal housdots dong the sreet, which became the homes of
people in other professons. Among them were severd single and widowed women. By the 1830s
Nancy Tovmsend. a mantua-meker, owned the little 1790s cottage built by haiter John Hyde on part of
the Blood Farm a 601 Main Street (Map #5), and from 1909 to 1933, Helen Brigham owned the little
house put up by Stephen Gardner in 1831 a 607 Main Street (Map #6). 1n 1851, widow Eunice Burgess
bought a small lot that had been part of David Carpenter's farm a #649, and gpparently hed the gable-
end Grek Revival cottage a 631 Main Strest (Map #9) congmcted that same year.  Further west,
another, extremdy well-preserved Greek Revival gable-end cottage & 749 Main Street (Map #58) was
built for Miss Elizabeth Odoome inaoout 1849; it was later the home of Mrs. Achsah Sawvyer and her
daughter Lucy; the latter owned it until her degth in 1937.

Along with the Atwood farm employees houses of 1918-19, the last significant early-modem
deveopment a Bolton Center was the constmction of four other vemacular houses - carpenter Thomas
(continued)
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Wetherbees late Quean Anne-style resdence of 1912 a 670 Main Street (Map #20), on the dte of the
old Woodbury Tavem,; the 1916 craftsman bungaow of Edwin Padee & 608 Main Street (Map #7),
which gands on the foundation of an earlier houss another Craftsman cottage/bungdow of ca 1932
built by John Smith around his former grocery dore a 703 Main (Map #34); ad the largest of the
group, garage-owner Harry Sutton's two-story gable-end house of ca 1918 & 723 Main Strest (Map
#48). (The latter house dands next to the district's mogst significant early-twentieth-century
transportation-related building, Harry Sutton's ca 1920 Bolton Garage & 719 Main Strest (Map #45),
expanded by John Smith after 1927). The latet house inthe district, built in 1942, is the resdence of
John Powers, an historical gambrel-roofed "' Cgpe Cod Cottage” a 615 Main Street (Map #64).

Ingtitutional devdopment

Once the town of Bolton was edtablished in 1738, its citizens embarked on a continuing process that
involved the spiritual, intellectual, and socid lives of the townspeople.  The constmction of the
medtinghouse in 1740 was the first mgor gep. In 1793 the medtinghouse was replaced by alarger
dmcture a what was determined to be the new geographica center of tovm, a quarter-mile northeest of
the original center, a today's 673 Main Stret. (To dear the site, the Houghton House, then belonging to
William Woodbury, was gpparently relocated to 674 Main, on the south sde of the road). The sscond
meetinghouse, surrounded by a smal public common, stood for over 130 years. It bumed down in 1926,
and wes replaced in 1928 by the present Colonia Revival dagpboard church. Today, this church, the
Federated Church of Bolton/First Parish of Bolton (Map #21), is arare example of aconsolidation of the
various religious trends that developed over time in 0 many New England communities. Tmly
interdenominationa, in 1931 it united the church of Bolton's First Parish (Unitarian; the descendant of
the origina town church), the Baptist Church (established 1832), and the Monthly Meeting of Friends,
(Quakers, who had formed a society in South Bolton in the eighteenth century). In 1947 the church
charter was fiirther expanded to accommodate loca Methodist, Episcopaian, and Presbyterian groups,
and the United Churchof Christ.  Although the earliest public smctures built a Bolton center are gone,
& is evidenced by the Federated Church, their later successors provide a vivid illustration of the
evolution of the town, its neaeds beliefs, and concems. One singular development took place in 1812,
when, as aresult of a new law of the Commonwedlth, the town built a brick powderhouse high on the
hill northeest of the second meetinghouse (Map #15). Itsfimction was to gore the ammunition that hed
hitherto been kept first under the pulpit, then in the garret, of the medinghouse itself (Early inthis
century, gifts of land around the powderhouse from the Newton family crested a continuous park down
the hillside to the former mesatinghouse common).

(continued)
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Bolton's first schoolhouse had been built near the original medtinghouse a the comer of today's
Waaquadoc and Manor Roads in 1744. Inthe early 1790s as pat of a townwide school-building
program, a new center school was goparently congmcted near the new medtinghouse location.
Although both these schoolhouses have disgppeared, two of their nineteenth-century Successors remain.
689 Main Strest (Map #27), a typica one-gory gable-end building, is the second Center Didtrict
Schoolhouse. built in 1825 onthe dte of the very first town school a the intersection of Wataguadoc and
Manor Roads. 1t was moved to Main Street in about 1865 and converted by George and Henry Newton
(later owners of the brick store), to asmdl generd dore; someyears afterward it was moved back on the
property, and converted to ahousein asout 1925. The replacement for this schoal isd<o still sanding,
a 9 Waaquadoc Road (Map #42). Built in 1841, that dightly larger gable-end building, with Gresk
Reviva detail, began as the first Baptist Mestinghouse. Baptists had been gathering in Bolton snce
1828, and when their numbers grew large enough to constmct a bigger church on Main Street in 1866
(destroyed in 1938), the town purchased their first "neet, cozy house of prayer” to be the new District #1
(Center) School (Whitcomb, 133). (After afew yearsinthe late 1890s during which the building was
ussd a8 an intermediate schooal, all the lower grades in Bolton were consolidated in old schoolhouses
relocated to land south of the millpond, and this building was discontinued for school use 1t then took
on a new life for the sorage of town vehides—fird for the town hearse, and later for the center fire
engine) Bolton'sfirst high school is dso still sanding inthe district, a 697 Main Strest (Map #31).
Cdled the Houghton School, in honor of the property's donor, Josgph Houghton, this building, an even
larger, two-story version of Gregk Revival gable-end schoolhouse design, was congmcted by the town
in 1849. Today itftmctionsas the Bolton Police Station. Only the most recent school building a the
center still sarvesitsoriginal fimction. The Emerson School, which gands a 50 Mechanic Stregt, (Map
#29), was built in 1923 as the town's first modem dementary school. Like the Houghton Schoal, this
brick. Colonia Reviva school was dso the result of asignificant donation, from Edward D. Emerson, in
memory of hiswife and daughter.

The present Bolton Tovm House a Main Strest (Map #16), was built in 1853, replacing an 1834
tovm hall on the same site that had bumed down. Aswas typical of atovm hall inasmal community,
the building was used for all manner of gatherings in addition to town medtings—bdls, lectures,
concerts, and a place for the locd "singing school”. In 1878, the local Farmers and Mechanics
Association even erected adining hall behind the building (Snce demaolished.) 1n spite of the presence
of this public goace in the center of tovra, with the proliferation of loca organizations and societiesin
the middle of the nineteenth century, there was still anead for an additional meeting hall. Inthe mid-
1860's carpenter William Robinson met the chalenge, when he converted the former Bolton Shoe

(continued)
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Company factory, directly acrossthe dreet from the Tovra House a 664 Main Strest (Map#19), for a
soond meeting goece Called "Robinson Hall”, this building served two generations as the regular
gathering place for temperance mestings (Mr. Robinson was the first president of the Bolton Centennid
Temperance Union), the Bolton Grange, and for church suppers, and over the years many performances
were given on itssmall sage. (The building was remodded to a duplex by another carpenter, Thomas
Wetherbee, about 1913).

Ore early renovation to the Town House was the credtion of a room on the first floor (now the
Sdectmen's room) for the Bolton Public Library, which was established in 1859. Itsinitial collection
incorporated books from four of the school districtsand from severd loca organizations, including an
early Historica Association. In 1903 the library acquired its own building, when the daughters of Capt.
Josgph Whitney donated the little English Reviva building a 738 Main Strest (Map #54), in his
memory.

As mentioned above, twentieth-century change to the Bolton Center Historic District has been minimal
ance the 1930s The properties have been well-maintained, and the areathus retains the character of a
linear ingtitutional/commercia/residential tovm center that evolved over nearly two centuries from the
time the first meetinghouse was built in 1740. Development pressuresin rural tovmsdose to Route 495
have been tremendous in the past decade, however. Severd of the larger properties in the district are
either ovmed by deveopers or may be in the neer fiiture, and there is concem for two buildings that
presently sand vacant. Nomination of the Center Village to the National Regiger will strengthen the
tovm's many current preservation efforts, and raise the level of public avareness and pride that is
cmcialy nesded a thistime.

Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric settlement and subsgence in Bolton are poorly understood, any surviving

gtes could be significant. Prehigtoric gtes in this areacan contribute important information on the local

and regiond importance of Native American sttlement in the Nashua River dranage ad its
relationship to more recognized Native settlement loci in the Assabet and Sudbury draineges to the eest
and south. This information can be used to fiirther understand the regiona importance of Native
American sttlement inthe overall Merrimack River sysem. Prehigtoric dtes inthe district locae can
dso help to establish the nature of Native settlement in upland aress beyond thefl oodpl ai nsof major
aeadranages dated above. Interior upland arees are underreported inthe Bolton locale, indicating an
important part of the Native American subsgence and settlement system may be missing inour current
data base. Prehistoric dtes in this areacan help more fully define the local and regional subsstence ad
settlement mode s by contributing examples of Ste variability and resource use within the district area

(continued)
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Historic archaeologicd resources described above have the potentia to provide severd types of
information relating to the social, cultural and economic characterisics which were responsble for the
successful development of a semi-rurd linear tovra center during the 18* and first half of the 19*
centuries. While over two-thirdsof the digtricts buildings present in 1831 are still extant, archaeologica
resources can contribute examples of the remaining one-third of the buildings, many of which probably
date to the 18* century including residential, institutional and industrial types. Stmctura remans can
help recongtmct the 18* century linear village paitem and the changesit went through as it developed
from its agricultural beginnings to include manufacturing and transportation importance related to dage
travel inthe 19* century. Stmctura remains from residences and related outbuildings can help establish
land use pattems within larger than norma 20 aore home dtes characteridic of the early linear
stlement.  Stmcturd survivals can dso contribute examples of commercid buildings important but no
longer extant inthe district. Inparticular, survivas of irms or tavems can be especidly important Snce
they played an important rolein the district's growth as part of aregiond transportation network prior to
the dart of the railroad. Archaeologica survivads of the district's shoe shops, hat shops, hamess shops,
waich and jewelry manufacturers and dores can dso contribute to the district's significance by
providing examples of commercid enterprises regpongble for the didtricts economic and culturd
growth.  As maty of these ventures grew, they contributed to the growth and importance of
trangportation networks and less reliance on agriculture.  Busness growth in the district was dso
reponsble for population growth, resulting in rentd housing, company owned housng ad
ethnic/socid diversity. The sudy of smctura survivas combined with the detalled andyss of
occupationd related features can contribute vauable information in each of the topical arees
Archaeologica survivas can dso contribute vauable informationrelating to the birth and growth of
industry in the digtrict and the role it played in the local economy. Documentary reseerch combined
with archaeologica testing can identify the full range of industria activities which occurred in the Pond
Park/Sawvyer Mill Complex area throughout the 19* century. Similar research can dso identify the
levels of technology employed a the mill(s) and how it compared to similar activities on a
regiona/nationa level. Archaeologica research can identify the range of goods/products produced a
the mill(s) and the extent to which they were consumed locally or traded within regional markets.
Archaeologica ressarch in the Pond Pak aea can dso contribute information relating to the
technologies and constmction techniques rdated to water power sysgems used a the mill(s) and how
they may have changed through time. Evidence may be present relating to the change over from water
power to power generating.

Archaeologica sudies can dso help recongmct the locations and form for many of the ingtitutional
buildings which helped deveop the district as avillage center. Stmcturd survivas of buildings no

(continued)
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longer extant and extant buildings combined with andyss of outbuildings and occupationd rdated
features can contribute infonnation to the grov™*h of public education in the district, tovm government
and religion. Theanalys's of occupationd related features can dso contribute information relating to the
lives of village inhabitants a the family or resdencelevel. Thisinformation can be used to sudy socid
dratification in the digtrict/village and the specific ways in which it occurred. Occupationd related
features can dso contribute information on the extent to which manufacturing occurred a the resdentia

level and itsimportance to the overall village and family economy.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
UTM References (Cont.)
5. 19 286300 4700750 8. 19 285280 4700710
6. 19 286470 4700600 9. 19 285000 4701080

7. 19285620 4700780

Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning a the intersection of Main Street and the curving eest and northeast sde property line of
Parcd 4C-37 (550 Main), the digtrict boundary mnswest dong Main Stregt to the eedt property line of
Parcd 4C-27 (579 Main); thence nmning northerly aong that property line to the point where the lot line
turns west; thence nmning generdly west and parallel to Main Street dong aline of convenience to the
back property line of Parcd CBD2-17 (601 Main Street). The north boundary of the district then runs
aong the back property lines of Parcds CBD2-17 and CBD2-16 (601/603 and 607 Main Street); thence
followsaline of convenience across Parcd CBD2-15 (615 Main Street) fromthe rear northwest comer

(continued)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA, continued

of Parcd CBD2-16t0 the rear northeest comer of Parcd CBD2-14 (621 Main Street); thence running
westerly adong the back property line of Parcd CBD2-14. From the rear northwest comer of Parcd

CBD2-14, the boundary follows a northwesterly line of convenience across a portion of Parcd CBD2-15
to the rear northeast comer of Parcd CBD2-13 (631 Main Street.) It follows the rear ot line of Parcd

CBD2-13, then from the rear northwest comer of thelot, it followsaline of convenience roughly parald
to Main Street across Parcd CBD2-12 (649 Main Stret) to the rear northeest comer of Parcd CBD2-11
(651 Main Street); thence dong the rear property line of Parcd CBD2-11 to the southeest Sde property

line of Parcd CBD2-10 (655 Main Stret;) thence tuming northeesterly aong the southeest property line
of Parcd CBD2-10, then followsthe rear property line of that parcd to the "Old Town House Road".

Thedistrict boundary crosses "Old Tovm House Road” and runs north aong the eest Sdeline of the Town
House lot, (Parcd CBD2-9), thence followsitsrear property line, then south dong itswest property line
and wes dong the rear property line of Parcd CBDI-8 (673 Main Street). From the northwest corner of
Parcd CBDI-8, the boundary then follows aline of convenience southwest to the northeest reer comer of
Parcd CBDI-6. It then followsthe rear property line of that parcel; thence follows aline of convenience
west-northwest to the rear northeast comer of Parcd CBDI-04 (711 and 713 Main Street). It followsthe
reaxr |ot line of Parcd CBDI-04 extended across|lots CBDI-42 and CBD 1-08 to the northeest rear comer
of Parcd CBD 1-02 (725 Main Street). It then follows the reer property line of Parcd CBD 1-Q2 to the
outheest 9de property line of Parcd CBD 1-01 (727 Main Street). From that point the district boundary
follows a line of convenience across Parcds CBD 1-01, 4C-29A and 4C-29 to the northeest angle of
Parcd 4C-30 (749 Main Street); thence following the rear property line of Parcd 4C-30 to the southeest
dde property line of Parcd 5C-5 (763 Main Street). 1t then tums northeest, and follow the southeest and
northem boundaries of Parcd 5C-5 to Harvard Road; thence runs north dong Harvard Road to the rear
northeest comer of Parcd 5C-1 (777 Main Street); thence following the reer and westerly sde property
lines of Parcd 5C-1to Main Street.  From this point the southem district boundary mns east-southeest
dong Main Street, thence south-southeest dong Manor Road to the southwest reer comer of Parcd 4C-
22 (752 Main Street). 1t then runs northeast dong the southeast Sde property line of Parcd 4C-22 to the
reer northwest comer of the Tovm Library lot. Parcd CBD 1-40, and tums southeest dong that parcd's
reer propert line. From the point where the line intersects the northwest comer of ot 4C-13, the
boundary follows a line of convenience contiguous with the reer boundary of Parcd CBDI-39, ad
running southeest across Wataquadoc Road to the southwest comer of Parcd CBD 1-36A. |t thenfollows
the southeest Sde property line of Parcd CBD1-36A to the rear southwest comer of Parcd CBD 1-33:

(continued)
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thence miming aong the rear property lines of the parcds fronting on the south sde of Main Sfreet to
thewes sde lot line of Parcd CBD 143 (Emerson Schoal |ot).

The digtrict boundary then tums southwest and south dlong Parcd CBD 1-43 to the ees-west intermediate
line shovm on Map CBDI directly behind the Emerson School building, then mns eest dong that lineto
the sdeline of the school ot as shovm on Assessor's Map #CBD 1. (See Assessor's map). I tthenfollows
a line of convenience north across lot CBD 1-29 to the southwest comer of Parcd CBD 1-28 (620 Main
Street). The boundary then continues eest dong the rear boundary of the ot to the west sddine of Parcd

CBD 1-27 (676 Main Street). It then runs first southeadt, then northeast and northwest aong the back
property lines of Parcd CBD 1-27 to the southwest comer of Parcd CBD2-25 (670 Main Street). The
boundary then follows the rear property lines of Parcds CBD2-25, -24, and -23 to the southeast rear

comer of Parcd CBD2-23 (662 Main Street). From that point the boundary mns south aong a line of

convenience to the rear southwest comer of parcd CBD2-26; thence dong the rear property linesto the
reer southeest comer of Parcd CBD2-20 (642 Main Street). The southem district boundary then follows
a line of convenience to the southwest comer of Parcd CBD2-18 (608 Main Street). It mns dong the
rear property of the lot; thence follows aline of convenience acrass Parcds 4C-38 and 4C-24 to the rear

southwest comer of Parcd 4C-25 (562 Main Street); thence runs eedt dong the rear property lines of

Parcds 4C-25, -36, and -37; then northerly and northwesterly along the sde property line of Parcd 4C-

37 tothe point of origin on Main Stredt.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the Bolton Center Historic District encompess the historic indtitutional, civic, ad
commercid core of thetovm of Bolton, dong with the tovm's earliest dustered residentia neighborhood.
The digtrict includes nearly all the institutional resourcesthat make up the traditional New England town
oanta—the tovm hall, church of the first religious society, severd parsonages, two district schoolhouses,
the first high school, and the publiclibrary. The domestic and commercid buildings inthe didtrict are
representative of all the major historic periods, building types, and styles in the development of thetovm,
including many survivas from Bolton's agrarian pas. Severd lots in Bolton Center ae very large,
including up to twenty acresor more, and many smaler onesaso extend far back from the dreet. Thus,
in severd places, both the north and south district boundaries follow aline of convenience. It ispossble
that the district could be expanded in the future to include parts of the surrounding resdentid and
agricultural arees Because of the intmding presence of a divided highway, |- 495, just outsde the eest
end of the Bolton center district, however, separate National Regider district designation would be more
gppropriate for the historic corridor located the eedt of Route 495 dong Main Street/Route 117.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS (8x10) ALL TAKEN APRIL, 1997
1. 655, 651, 649 Main Street, looking eest

2. Pond Park, with 689, Main Street, looking north

3. 673 and 663 Main Street (First Parish Church and Tovm Hall), looking northwest
4. 698, 792, 704 Main Street, looking west

5. 704, 708 Main Stredt, looking west

6. 727,725, 723, 719, 715, 713 Main Sred, looking eas
PHOTOGRAPHS (3x5), APRIL 1997

7. 550, 556, 562 Main Stredt, looking southeast

8 550 Main Street, looking south

9. 579Main Street, looking northeest

10. 642 Main Strest, looking southwest

11. 642 Main Sfreet, looking northwest

12. 601, 607 Main Street, looking northeast

13. 621 Main Street, looking northeast

14. Sare ss #1

15. 649 Main Street, looking northeest

16. 655 Main Street, looking north
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17. See photo #3
18. 662, 664 Main Sfreet, looking south

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

21.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

Bolton Center Historic District

664, 670, 674, 676 Main Sfreet, looking west
674,676 Main Sfreet, looking west

676 Main Sfreet, looking south

676 Main Sfreet rear, looking south

6 Main Sfreet, looking south

See photo #4

702, 704, 708 Main Sfreet, looking northwest

See photo #5

714, 718 Main Sfreet, looking west

Pond Park between 680 and 694 Main Sfreet, looking south
Emerson School, 50 Mechanic Sfreet, looking south
See photo #2

683 Main Sfreet, looking north

697 Main Sfreet, Houghton Building, looking northeest

. 703 Main Sfreet, looking northwest

. 707,711, 713 Main Sfreet, looking eest

OMS AppivMIMa. fee*
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37.

39.

41.

42.

47.

49.

Sl

52.

M assachusetts

711, 713 Main Sfreet, looking northeest

715, 719 Main Street, looking esst

719, 723, 725 Main Street, looking northwest

9 Waaquadoc Sfreet, 714, 715, 718 Main Sfreet, 8 Wataguadoc Sfreet, looking north

8 and (12) Wataguadoc Sfreet, looking south

. 9 Wataguadoc Sfreet, looking north

738 Main Sfreet, Bolton Public Library, looking west

727,725 Main Sfreet, looking north

. See photo #6
. 720 Main Sfreet, looking southwest
. 746 Main Sfreet, looking southwest

. 752 Main Sfregt, looking west

763 Main Sfreet, looking northeast

. 749 Main Sfreet, looking north

749 Main Sfreet, looking northwest

. 777 Main Sfreet, looking north

Mile marker, 730 Main Sfreet, looking south (Map #54)

Powdar House, behind 663 Main Sfreet
(end)
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M assachusetts
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

C =contributing; NC = non-contributing
B =huilding; O = dbject; S = dte

S = dructure
MAP&
MAP# MHCH# PARCEL ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE DESCRIPTION STATUS TYPE
1 4C/37 550 Main Stregt Atwood Farm Cottage 1918-19 Colonia Reviva C B
garage 1918-19 utilitarian C B
Sed early-20th C. tilitarian C B
2 4C/36 556 Main Street Atwood Farm Cottage 1918-19 Craftsman Cottage B
3 4C/25 562 Main Street Atwood Farm Cottege 1918-19 Dutch Col. Revivd C B
gaage late-20th C.  utilitarian NC B
40-38 open lot
69 4C/27 579 Main Street Samud Blood House ca 1793 Federd C B
Bam ca 1890s utilitarian C B
Wagon House late 19th C. utilitarian C B
Cottage/summer house late 19h C. Gresk Reviva C B
garage early 20thC. fidldstone, 3-car gaage C B
4C[24 580 Main Street front lot and drive for
late-20th C. office building
70 CBD2/17 601 Main Street Hyde/Townsend Cottage ca 1790s astylistic C B
cottage (603 Main) ca 1900 converted bam; NC B

astylistic
Pege 1 of 9



BOLTON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Bolton (Worcester County)
M assachusetts
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

C = contributing; NC = non-contributing
B = building; O =object; S =dte

S = dructure
MAP&
MAP# MHC# PARCEL ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE DESCRIPTION STATUS
MAIN STREET, cont.
607 Main Street Gardner Cottage ca 1831 Greek Revival C
6 71 CBD2/16
608 Main Stregt Edwin Pardee House 1916 Craftsman Bungadow C
7 CBD2/18
openlot
CBD2-28
615 Main Street John Powers House 1942 Colonid Reviva C
shed ca 1980 NC
8 73 CBD2/14 621 Main Street Otis Pollard House 1850-1852  Gresk Revivd C
gaage late-20th C.  tilitarian NG
CBD2/19 626 Main Strest "The SAt Box" ca 1972 \C
9 74 CBD2/13 631 Main Street BurgessHowe House ca 1851 Gresk Revivd c
CBD2/27 openlot
10 25 CBD2/20 642 Great Road Gen. Stephen Gardner House 1798 late Georgian C
shed/bam 19th C. utilitarian C
garage mid-20th C. utilitarian NC
CBD2/26 open lot

Page2 of 9
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BOLTON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Bolton (Worcester County)
M assachusetts
DISTRICT DATA SHEET
C = contributing; NC = non-contributing
B = building; O = object; S =dte

S = dructure
MAP&

MAP# MHCH# PARCEL ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE DESCRIPTION STATUS TYPE
MAIN STREET, cont.
1 7 CBD2/12 649 Greet Road Theodore Gardner House 1830-1831  Gresk Reviva C B

bam 1%h C. Gresk Revivd C B

ca 1920 utilitarian C B

shed/chicken coop

2 76 CBD2/11 A. Proctor/Powers House 1890's Victorian vemacular
651 Great Road
CBD2/21 open lot

13 77 CBD2/10 655 Main Stregt Withington House 1831 Gresk Revivd C B

bam/garage ca 1900 utilitarian C B
18 24 CBD2/22; 23 662 Main Street Warren Houghton House ca 1839 Italianate vemacular C B
16 88 CBD2/9 663 Main Strect Bolton Town House 1853 Greco-ltdianate C B
15 913 Powder House 1812 utilitarian; brick C S
14 Old Town House Road 19th C. dirt foot- and wagon path C S
17 semi-circular drive (town house) 19th C. paved driveway C S
63 fence 19th-early 20th C. granite poss C

iron-piperails

19 23 CBD2/24 664 Main Stregt Robinson Hall ca 1829/ Gresk Revival/late B

garage ca 1918 brick; utilitarian B

Pagesof9
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Bolton (Worcester County)
M assachusetts
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

C = contributing; NC = non-contributing
B =building; O=object; S =dte

S = dructure
MAP&
MAP# MHCH# PARCEL ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE DESCRIPTION STATUS TYPE
20 CBD2/25 670 Main Street Thomas Wetherbee House 1912-13 late Q. Annglvemacular C B
gaage ca 1940 utilitarian C B
21 79 CBD 18 673 Main Stret First Parish Church/ 1928 Colonia Revivd B
Federated Church
shed mid-20th C. NC B
marker 1976 granite marker NC 0]
22 driveway semi-circular drive (Meetinghouse) 19h C. paved driveway C S
23 21 CBD 1/26 674 Main Strest Jacob/Benjamin Houghton House 18th C./ Greek Revival C B
ca 1840
24 20 CBD 1/27 676 Main Strest Rich/Sawyer House 1810-1819 Federd B
(Holman Inn wing)
bam ca 1876 Gresk Revival C B
blacksmith shop Atwood Blacksmith Shop early-20th C. utilitarian gable-end C B
25 bridge over Great Brook pre-1800 fieldstone bridge C S
CBD 1/28 680 Main Street Whitcomb House ca 1970 NC B
26 80 CBD 1/07 683 Main Stret Horatio Newton House 1842 Gresk Revivd C B
ell: early 19th C.
barn/workshop ca 1840s Gresk Reviva C B

Paged of 9



MAP&.
MAP# MHC#  PARCEL
MAIN STREET, cont.
21 8l CBDI/07
CBD 129
28 CBD 130
0 16 CBD 131
IR -7 CBD 16
2 15 CBDI/32
B 4 CBD 133
34 CBD 106
¥ B CBDI/34
garage

ADDRESS

689 Main Strest

Main Street
millpond

BOLTON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT

Bolton (Worcester County)
M assachusetts
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

HISTORIC NAME

Center School
openlot

Pond Park

dam and foundations Sawyer's dam and mill

mill race
marker

694 Main Strest
bam

697 Main Strest

698 Main Strest

702 Main Strest
bam

703 Main Strest

704 Main Strest

mill race

Joseph & Nathan Sawyer Hse

Houghton Schoal

Joseph Sawyer House
Joseph Sawvyer Hse and Store

John Smith House

Dr. Amos Parker House
|ate-20th C.

Pageb5 of9

C = contributing; NC = norcontributing

B = building; O =object; 9 =dte

S = dructure
DATE DESCRIPTION STATUS TYPE
185 astylistic
1906 open park C
pond C
ca 1831 dam, fieldstone C
abutments
mid-19th C. fieldstone retaining walls C
1993 granite boulder
NC
ca 1830 late Federd
early/mid-19th C. uti litarian C
C
1849 Gresk Revival
ca 1760 Georgian
1810 and earlier Federd C
early 20th C. utilitarian C
ca 1932 Craftsman Cottage

ca 1800 center-chimney Federd
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BOLTON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Bolton (Worcester County)
M assachusetts
DISTRICT DATA SHEET
C = contributing; NC = norcontributing
B = building; O = object; S =dte

S = dructure
MAP&
MAP# MHC# PARCEL ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE DESCRIPTION STATUS TYPE
MAIN STREET, cont.
3B & CBD1L03-A 707 Main Strest William Chaplin House 1817-1822  Federd B
37 12 CBD1/35-A 708 Main Street SK. Sawvyer House ca 18%5 Gresk Revivd C B
bam/garage late-19th C.  tin-roofed; utilitarian C B
38 & CBD 1/04 711 Main Street Towne Tailor Shop/ 1839 Greek Revival vemacular B
"Old Pog Office"
bam mid-19th C. Greek Reviva/ltdianate C B
O 8 CBD 104 713 Main Stregt Towne/Bigelow/Everett House 1839 Greek Revival C B
40 1 CBD 1/ 714 Main Stregt Phineas Fairbanks House 1826-27 and Federd C B
earlier
bam ) o C B
late-19th C. or earlier  uti litarian
4 g7 CBD 1/42 715 Main Street C. Houghton House C B
ca 1830s Gresk Revival
43 9 CBD 136 718 Main Stregt "Old Brick Store’ C B
ca 1820 Federd
45 CBD 13 719 Main Strest Bolton Garage C B
ca 1919/1927 utilitarian
46 CBD 137 720 Main Street Woodbury & Holman Rental Hse. 1830's Gresk Revivd C B
marker 13 meetinghouse marker 1969 granite marker NG @]
47 line of path path to first meetinghouse 18th C. foot and wagon path S

Page6 of9



MAP# MHC#

MAP&
PARCEL

MAIN STREET, cont.

48

49

50

51

52

8

57

90

91

92

911

CBD 113

CBD 102

CBD 138

CBD 101

CBD 139

4C/29A

4C/29

CBD 1/40

4C/31

BOLTON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT

ADDRESS

723 Main Strest

725 Man Strest

726/728 Main Street
garage

727 Man Strest
gaege

730 Man Strest
garage

733 Main Strest
gaege

737 Main Stregt

marker

738 Main Strest

marker

746 Man Strest
hed

Bolton (Worcester County)
M assachusetts
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

HISTORIC NAME

Harry Sutton House
W.W. Robinson House

"Corporation House"

Holman Hamess Shop

"Corporation House"

Ellen Winde House

Murphy OfficeBuilding
Mile marker

Bolton Public Library
World War | marker

Holman Inn Annex

Page70f9

DATE

ca 191820
ca 1872

1840s
|ate-20th C.

ca 1800
ca 1900

1840s
early 20th C.

1880
ca 1940s

1964
ca 18thC.

1903
1920

1830s

C = contributing; NC = norcontributing

B = building; O = object; S = dte

3 = dructure

DESCRIPTION

Astyligtic gable-end
gable-end cottage
Greek Revival
Greco-Itdianate
"false-front" garage

Grk. Rev. vemacular
utiliteuian

Italianate vemacular

inscribed boulder
English Revivd
granite and bronze

Gresk Revivd

ca lae-19th C. utilitarian

STATUS TYPE
C B
C B
C B

B
NC

B
C B
¢ B
¢ B
C
C B
NC B
NC B
C 0]
C B
C 0]
C B
C B



BOLTON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Bolton (Worcester County)
M assachusetts
DISTRICT DATA SHEET
C = contributing; NC = non-contributing
B = building; O = object; 9 =dte

S = dructure
MAP&

MAP# MHCH# PARCEL ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE DESCRIPTION STATUS TYPE
MAIN STREET, cont.
58 oA 4C/30 749 Main Street Elizabeth Osbome House 1849 Greek Reviva B
59 4CI22 752 Main Street Thomeas Goss-Silas Holman Hse. 1741/ca 1790 Georgiar/Federd C B

workshop late-20th C B

NC

60 9B 5C/5 763 Main Stregt Wright/Allen/Edes House ca 178 Late Georgian B

bam late- 1%h C.  large wood-frame bam C B

C

61 %6 5C/1 777 Main Stregt Simeon Cunningham House 1831 Federd/Greek Reviva B
MECHANIC STREET
2 17 CBD 1/43 50 Mechanic Street Emerson School 1923 and later Colonia Reviva C B

auxiliary building late-20th C.  utilitarian NG B
WATAQUADOC ROAD
41 125 CBD1/36A 8 Wataguadoc Rd. Jecob & Levi Houghton House 1811 Federd c B
42 4C/13 9 Wataquadoc Rd. Baptist Church/Didtrict #1 Schoolhouse 1841 Greek Revival C B
THROUGHOUT THE DISTRICT

_Sydem offieldstonewalls varying dates C S

62 Route 117/Grest Road approx. line of the Lancaster Road 17th-19thC. C S

Page8of 9



BOLTON CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT
Bolton (Worcester County)
M assachusetts
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

TOTAL DISTRICT RESOURCE COUNT;

Contributing Non-contributing
BUILDINGS: 77 15
STRUCTURES: 10
OBJECTS: 3
SITES 2
TOTAL CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES 92 TOTAL NON-CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES 18

Page 9 0f 9
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WILLIAM W. COTTING
COUNSELLOR AT LAW

276 WEST MAIN STREET
NORTHBOROUGH. MASSACHUSETTS 01532

TELEPHONE: 1508) 393-8000
TELECOPIER: 1508) 393-9916

RECEIVED

AL 2¢ 9%
Augug 20, 1997
ASa HIST. GO\

State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusdtts Historical Commisson

Office of the Secretary of the Commonwedth
Wilham Francis Galvin, Secretary
Massachusetts ArchivesBuilding

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Re  Edae of Dorothy F. Dewhurst
579 Great Road, Bolton
Assesor'sMap 4C, Parcd 27
Bolton Center Historical District

Dear Sr/Madam:

Heese be advisad that | an the Executor of the Etate of Dorothy F. Dewhurst, sole
property owner of 579 Main Street, Bolton.

| an m receipt of a letter dated August 9, 1997 from the Massachusetts Hidtorica
Commisson informing me that property owned by the Estate of Dorothy F. Dewhurs is
within boundaries of the proposed Bolton Center Nationa Regidry Historic Digtrict,
Bokon, will be condgdered for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places

It is my understanding there is a meeting on Sgptember 4, 1997 in Bolton to discuss the
nomination of the Bolton Center National Register Historic District and amesting to be
held on Sgptember 10, 1997 a the Massachusetts National Guard Mihtary Museum, 44
SAUdoiuy S, Worcester, Massachusetts to condder the nomination to the Nationa
Regiry of Historic Places.



WILLIAM W. COTTING
COUNSELLOR AT LAW

SaeHigtoric Preservation Officer Pege 2 August 20, 1997
Massachusatts Historical Commisson

Office of the Secretary of the Commonwedth

WiUiam Francis Galvin, Secretary

Massachusetts Archives Building

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

As Executor of the Edate of Dorothy F. Dewhiu-g, sdle property owner of private
property a 579 Main Street, Bolton, | wish to object to this property being hsted as part
of the Bolton Center National Register Historic District A d | object to thisproperty being
liged in the National Regider of Historic Haces

Yerjpn*yyoi™t, A

iam W. Cottkig

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHIUSETTS
Worcester, ss August 20, 1997

Beforeme persondly gopeared William W. Cotting, Executor of the Edtate
of Dorothy F. Dewhurg, to me known to be the person described in and who executed the
foregoing instrument, and acknowledged that he executed the sameas hisfreeact ad

decd.

Jaiice Mitchell, Notary Public
My Commisson Expires, 3/13/03



'yl THE FLATLEY COMPANY

\Bg Fifty Braintree Hill Office Park » Braintree, Massacfiusetts 02184-8754 « (617) 848-2000

September 10, 1997

Ms. Judith McDonough

Massachusetts Historical Commission

Office of the Secretary of the Commonwedth
Mass. Archives Building

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear M's. McDonough:

This letter isin regponseto the nomination of aportion of The Flatley
Company's office campusin Bolton to the National Register of Historic Places

TheNational Regiger of Historic Flacesis avery fitting designation for many
of the properties in Bolton dong Main Sirest. Therura flavor and older nature of
many of the buildings , especidly near the Town Center, certainly lend themsdves to
this prestigious designation.

Of the 39 aores that The Hatiey Company owns a 580 Main Stredt, a certain
portion of the front of the property is mapped to be includedin the Historical

Regiger. The Flatley Company respectfully requeds that its property not to be
included in the designation.

Asyou know, the office campusitself does not fit the criteria for incluson in
the National Historic Regigter. It was built in the late 20th century (1988). There are
no buildings on the entire Ste built before 1947, and there has been no significant
historical event on the ste that would warrant specid condderation.

Recently the Town gpproved the addition of over 60 units of ederly housing
to our abutting property. Thismay result in the application by the Town to Mass.
Highway to make traffic improvements which would include the property a 530
Main Street. Itispossble that, to improve or add to the septic capacity on our
property, it would require Mass. Department of Environmenta Protection

Commercial/Industrial/Shopping Centers « Flatley Relnabilitation & Nursing Centers + Residential Properties e« Tara Hotels & Resorts



Ms. Judith McDonough
Massachusatts Historical Commisson
September 10, 1997

Page Two

approva. Snce the nature of your gpprova hes the potentia to complicate these
modem improvements, The Flatley Company respectfully requedstheat the
southeesterly designation line be laid out to coincide with the States"Right of  Way"
line dong Route 117 a 580 Main Street. This compromise would servethefair
interests of both parties. Although we support the nature of the historic desgnation,
it isdear that the subject property (580 Main Street) will not benefit inaty manner
under the proposed nomination and will more likely be burdened by unnecessary
bureaucracy and red tagpe.

Sincerdly,
John M. Shidds
Project Director
IMS/kls
cc. Chales Cummings
COAAVEATH O- MMSSACHEETTS
Norfol k, ss. Sept enber 10, 1997

Then personal |y appeared t he above-nanmed John M Shiel ds and acknow edged the foregoing
to behisfree act and deed, before ne

MXristhkh L. Sel I ersv Notary Public
M Comm ssion Expires: 9/4/98



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

September 19,1997

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Haces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P. O. Box 37127

Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

Deaxr Ms. Shull:
Encdlosed pleese find the following nomination form:

Bolton Center Historic District, Main and Mechanic Streets, Wataquedoc Road,
Bolton (Worcester County), MA

The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been Sgned by the
SaeHigtoric Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property within the district were notified
of pending State Review Board consderation 30 to 75 days before the meeting and were afforded
the opportunity to comment. To date the Commission has received two notarized |etters of
objection.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

CC: Linda Engelmann, Chair, Bolton Historical Commission
Kenneth Troup, Chair, Bolton Board of Sdectmen
Anne McCarthy Forbes, Preservation Planner
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