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@
The Martin House and Farmis located at thecorner of Route 6 and Stoney Hill

Road i nSwansea. The nom nated property includes the main house, two small secon-
dary buildings used as residences, and two barns,all located i nthe northeastern
portion of twenty acres of land. The twenty acres area part of thelarger
original working farm and continue tobe worked by a local farmer. These cultivated
fields, orchards and woodl ots are enclosed by original drystonewalls. The entire
area i smintained as a farm and house museumby t he Society of Col oni al Danes.

The surrounding neighborhood i s20th century residential with some commercial
structures.

The Martin House i sa one and one-half story ganbrel roofed structurebuilt i n
1728 by John Martin. The original rectangular structure stands four bays w de

by three bays deep with a small addition on theeast elevation. Thebuilding
rests on a stone foundation, i ssheathed i nshingles with plain comerboards and
water table, and has a massive central chimey. Fenestration i svaried. Wndows
are framed by plain architraves painted white.

The asjnnmetrical facade faces south toward t heneadow ands. A large stone slab
step gives rise tothenarrow four panel entrance door painted blue and headed by
a five bull's eye light transom Two 12/12 windows flank t hedoor on either side.
Wndow and door lintels areimmediately shielded by theroof overhang. Three 8/8
cl apboarded dorners rise from theroof overhead.

The west elevation has a 12/12 and a 9/6 window on thefirst story and three 12/12
wi ndows on t hesecond. The attic and t hesouthern end of t hesecond story both con-
tain a smll 2/2 casenent. The east elevationwas originally identical tothe west.
It remains thesane except that a small one and one-half story gambrel roofedel |
with chimey was added t ot henorthern end of theelevation c. 1814. The entrance
to theellison theeast elevation. The asymmetrical north (rear) elevation has a
12 light entrance door flanked by 9/6 and 12/ 8 wi ndows. These ar e headed by two
8/8 dorners.

The facade entrance opensintoa narrowhallwaywith a parlor to either side. Al ong-
side the central chimey, the stairwayrisessharplyto the secondstory. The east
end parlor is a tiny roomcontaining a brick oven and conceal ed | ocker. The chi mey
and | arge firepl ace occupy nost of thewesternwall. < MNtii-n

The two parlors, a bedroom and a weaving room conpose t heground floor together
with a nore recent pantry. The pantry and t hesecond floor bedroomwere added by
the last Martin occupant,probably during the 1930's. The steep stairs lead to two
second story chanbers and two smaller roons.
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STATEMENT GF S GN A CANCE

The Martin House and Farmi ssignificant as a rare exanple of an 18th century
working farm that retains thecharacter of itsoriginal setting. The Martin

famly lived and farmed on t heproperty for 206 years until 1934 when t he |ast

of theMartins left thecomplex totheColonial Dames. |t has since been well
maintained as a nuseumhouse with theland being worked t ohelp support the nuseum

The Martin House i sone of thefewcolonial-erastructures still standing onits
original site i nthearea. The building and property aresignificantly represen-
tative of a typical 18t hcentury New England farm conplex with early barns and
outbuildings set on twenty acres of cultivated fields, orchards and woodl ots.
The property i slocated i ntheold Indian territory where King Phillip's Vér
comrenced.

The nuseum house currently displays a working |oom and spinning wheels commont o
an early New Engl and household. Arts and crafts collectionsinclude antique
pewter, a unique collection of English Jacobean furniture, old Martin famly

Bi bl es and mermorabilia, arnor, Indian relics, and nany accessories and furnishings
dating from thecolonial period. A pottery demonstration i sgiven i none of the
barns during the sumrer. - ey 1>

The orchards and cornfields arewel | kept, and t he woodl ands serve as a rare
conservation area i na rapidly expanding suburban section of Swansea.
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CONTI NUATI ON SHEET I TEMNUMBER 10 PAGE 1" -
MARTT N HA.E= AND FARV SIINEEA MSSAOHLEETTS

VERRAL BANDARY CESCR PTI ON

Beginning at t hesouthern corner of the intersection of the GAR
H ghway and Stoney Hi || Road and proceeding in asoutheasterly direction
for 1,030 feet along the GAR H ghway; thence proceeding in asouth- \»
westerly direction for 765 feet along t hesoutheastern property Iline;
thence proceeding in anorthwesterly direction for 940 feet alongt he
sout hwestern property line; thence proceeding in anortheasterly direction
for 790 feet along Stoney Hill Road tothestarting point.

Approxi mately 19 acres.

UM GaORO NATES

A 19/ 312 130/ 4626 040
B 19/ 312 320/ 4625 800
C 19/ 312 140/ 4625 590
D 19/ 311 950/ 4625 840
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June 5, 1978

National Register Office

Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
US Departnent of the Interior

ISth and C Streets, NV

VWashington, DC 20240

Attention: Joe Towner

Dear M. Towner:

Encl osed please find the additional information you requested i nregard t o geograph-
ical data for theMrtinHuse and FarmNational Register nom nation. P ease note
that the acreage shoul d be changed from 20 acres t o approximtely 19 acres. Itis
?tat ed i nthedescription that thetotal acreage continues tobe worked by a |ocal
anner .

I'f | canbe of any further assistance, pl ease contact ne.

Sincerely,

Bl ai ne Mal | ory
Gants Coordi nat or

enc.
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ENTRI ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER
STATE [CASSACHUSETTS
Date Entered OCT 2 1978

lia»e Locati on

Martin Uouae and Farm Nort h Saansea
Bristol County

Union Street Railway Carbarn and Repair Shop New Bedf or d
Bristol County

Also Notified
Honor abl e Edward W Brooke
Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorabl e Ilarsarot M Ueckl er Ms. P_atrici_a L. Vsl owski
Honorabl e Gerry 2. Studds Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
294 \Wshi nston Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Byers/bjr 10/ 4/ 78






