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The Martin House and Farm i s located at the corner of Route 6 and Stoney H i l l 
Road i n Swansea. The nominated property includes the main house, two small secon­
dary buildings used as residences, and two barns,all located i n the northeastern 
portion of twenty acres of land. The twenty acres are a part of the larger 
o r i g i n a l working farm and continue to be worked by a local farmer. These cultivated 
f i e l d s , orchards and woodlots are enclosed by o r i g i n a l dry stonewalls. The entire 
area is maintained as a farm and house museum by the Society of Colonial Dames. 
The surrounding neighborhood i s 20th century r e s i d e n t i a l with some commercial 
structures. 

The Martin House i s a one and one-half story gambrel roofed structure b u i l t i n 
1728 by John Martin. The o r i g i n a l rectangular structure stands four bays wide 
by three bays deep with a small addition on the east elevation. The building 
rests on a stone foundation, is sheathed i n shingles with p l a i n comerboards and 
water table, and has a massive central chimney. Fenestration i s varied. Windows 
are framed by pla i n architraves painted white. 

The asjnnmetrical facade faces south toward the meadowlands. A large stone slab 
step gives r i s e to the narrow four panel entrance door painted blue and headed by 
a f i v e b u l l ' s eye l i g h t transom. Two 12/12 windows flank the door on either side. 
Window and door l i n t e l s are immediately shielded by the roof overhang. Three 8/8 
clapboarded dormers r i s e from the roof overhead. 

The west elevation has a 12/12 and a 9/6 window on the f i r s t story and three 12/12 
windows on the second. The a t t i c and the southern end of the second story both con­
t a i n a small 2/2 casement. The east elevation was o r i g i n a l l y i d e n t i c a l to the west. 
I t remains the same except that a small one and one-half story gambrel roofed e l l 
with chimney was added to the northern end of the elevation c. 1814. The entrance 
to the e l l i s on the east elevation. The asymmetrical north (rear) elevation has a 
12 l i g h t entrance door flanked by 9/6 and 12/8 windows. These are headed by two 
8/8 dormers. 

The facade entrance opens into a narrow hallway with a parlor to either side. Along­
side the central chimney, the stairway rises sharply to the second story. The east 
end parlor is a tiny room containing a brick oven and concealed locker. The chimney 
and large fireplace occupy most of the western wall. <:^'t:i-:. 

The two parlors, a bedroom and a weaving room compose the ground fl o o r together 
w i t h a more recent pantry. The pantry and the second f l o o r bedroom were added by 
the last Martin occupant,probably during the 1930's. The steep s t a i r s lead to two 
second story chambers and two smaller rooms. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Martin House and Farm i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a rare example of an 18th century 
working farm that retains the character of i t s o r i g i n a l s etting. The Martin 
family l i v e d and farmed on the property f o r 206 years u n t i l 1934 when the la s t 
of the Martins l e f t the complex to the Colonial Dames. I t has since been we l l 
maintained as a museum house with the land being worked to help support the museum. 

The Martin House i s one of the few colonial-era structures s t i l l standing on i t s 
o r i g i n a l s i t e i n the area. The building and property are s i g n i f i c a n t l y represen­
t a t i v e of a t y p i c a l 18th century New England farm complex with early barns and 
outbuildings set on twenty acres of cultivated f i e l d s , orchards and woodlots. 
The property i s located i n the old Indian t e r r i t o r y where King P h i l l i p ' s War 
commenced. i4 

The museum house currently displays a working loom and spinning wheels common to 
an early New England household. Arts and crafts collections include antique 
pewter, a unique c o l l e c t i o n of English Jacobean f u r n i t u r e , old Martin family 
Bibles and memorabilia, armor, Indian r e l i c s , and many accessories and furnishings 
dating from the colonial period. A pottery demonstration i s given i n one of the 
barns during the summer. - ,.., :> 

The orchards and cornfields are w e l l kept, and the woodlands serve as a rare 
conservation area i n a rapidly expanding suburban section of Swansea. 
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MARTIN HOUSE AND FARM, SWANSEA, MASSACHUSETTS 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 
Beginning at the southern corner of the intersection of the G.A.R. 

Highway and Stoney H i l l Road and proceeding in a southeasterly direction 
for 1,030 feet along the G.A.R. Highway; thence proceeding in a south- \̂  
westerly direction for 765 feet along the southeastern property line; 
thence proceeding in a northwesterly direction for 940 feet along the 
southwestern property line; thence proceeding in a northeasterly direction 
for 790 feet along Stoney H i l l Road to the starting point. 

Approximately 19 acres. 

UTM COORDINATES: 

A 19/312 130/4626 040 
B 19/312 320/4625 800 
C 19/312 140/4625 590 
D 19/311 950/4625 840 
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P A U L GUZZI 

/M 

June 5, 1978 

National Register Office 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
ISth and C Streets, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Attention: Joe Towner 

Dear Mr. Towner: 

Enclosed please find the additional information you requested in regard to geograph­
ical data for the Martin House and Farm National Register nomination. Please note 
that the acreage should be changed from 20 acres to approximately 19 acres. I t is 
stated in the description that the total acreage continues to be worked by a local 
fanner. 

I f I can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Blaine Mallory 
Grants Coordinator 

enc. 
SBM 
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