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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The home of Sam Davis in itself has no architectural significance
except that it represents a typical middle-class house on an average
sized farm of the pre-Civil War period. The entire complex with its
dependencies and land is very representative of its kind.

The house stands high commanding a view of the surrounding. Today
the house is a two-story white clapboard with Greek Revival detail. The
portico with its four square columns and balcony reflect the Greek Re-
vival architecture. The front part of the house was constructed, how-
ever, around 1810 and was a log structure. When Charles Davis bought
the house in 1847 he covered the logs with poplar siding and at the
same time he added the rear wing with its family room, dining room,

and sleeping quarters. The present house contains eight large ,rooms,
each with a fireplace. Two stairways lead to separate sections of the
second floor, one side for the boys, the other, the girls.

A large ell shaped porch joins the original portion of the house
with the north wing. With exception of the sumny southwest corner rooms
all rooms of the house feature at least two windows and all downstairs
rooms, except the sedate parlor, can be entered from two directions.
The kitchen and smokehouse to the left rear are original buildings as
is the overseer's office. Log slave cabins have been rebuilt on the
sites of the original quarters, and some are refurnished.

A walkway back of the house leads through a garden to the family
burial ground. Here Sam Davis, boy hero of the Confederacy, is buried.
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This ante-bellum middle-class farm of 168 acres is important be-
cause it represents a typical farm of the period. Many other ante-
bellum homes of finer architectural features exist now but few of the
middle-class group remain in fact as does this farm. It is also sig-
nificant because Sam Davis had lived there before he went away to
military school and then to the war which led to his hanging as a spy
in 1863.

Sam Davis, a member of Coleman's Scouts, was captured by Union
troops in November, 1863. Under his saddle and in his boot were
papers containing information on the fortifications, numbers, and
movements of federal troop units. He was convicted as a spy by a
military court and was hanged at Pulaski, Tennessee, after refusing
a pardon which had been promised if he would betray his informer.
After his execution the young private was carried back to Smyrna to
be buried on December 24, 1863, in his family burial ground.

The home of Sam Davis was bought by the State of Tennessee from
Davis descendants in 1927 to preserve as a shrine to the "Boy Hero.™
In 1930 the Sam Davis Memorial Association was organized to restore
the house as a shrine. Many of the original furnishings and belong-
ings are preserved today in the house. A bronze statue stands on
the grounds of the State house in Nashville to honor his heroic deeds.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

National Register.
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