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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house was originally a one story, gable roofed, clapboard, five room
structure built in 1864 with stone and yellow poplar taken from the farm.
It had little decoration, six over six windows and a simple front porch.
Following his first wife's death in 1870 Mr. Moffett remarried and added a
second story and a summer kitchen to—th& rear. This second story addition
was unique in that it was entered from a small outside stairway. Its floor
plan of four rooms with large central hall and local tradition indicate
that it was used as a dormitory of sorts for the hired hands on the large
farm.

The addition of a second story changed the appearance of the house dramati-
cally although when photographs are compared, the window and door locations
indicate that it is the same structure. The second floor had a hip roof,
carved and paired brackets placed above the windows and an ornate porch
with a balustrade were added. The old six over six windows were placed -at
the rear of the house and two over two windows were put in the front. Shut=
ters and lintels were added to all windows. The result was a change from
a very simple vernacular structure with a slight Greek Revival feeling to a“
modest Italian Villa. A metal roof was placed over the split oak shingles

in the 1930's. There is also a barn from the same period as the hous€ nearby
with paintings of horses done by a local person,probably in the 1930's.
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The interior is finished on the first floor with back to back cast iron
fireplaces, possibly imported, oak wainscotting and woodwork in the two
main front rooms. The rest of the house has yellow poplar woodwork that
has been hand grained to resemble oak.

In the last two years the house has undergone considerable renovation. After
having stood vacant for a number of years it had surface deterioration but
was structurally sound. The Fletcher McCrackens installed insulation,
wiring, a new furnace, bathrooms, and a modern kitchen. They also added

an inside stairway to make the second floor accessible. Care was taken to
see that the integrity of the structure was preserved. The oak wainscotting
was cleaned of many coats of paint, the first layer of wallpaper was dupli-
cated as closely as possible & the hand grained wood was cleaned and repaired
The front porch was rebuilt to duplicate the one added in 1870 and the
original poplar siding was cleaned and painted. The house is now a comfort-
able, liveable structure with an appearance that is very similar to that

of the 1870's.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Moffett-Ralston House is significant as an example of 19th century rural Indiana
architecture and for its association with Samuel Moffett Ralston. Silas Moffett was
a prosperous farmer in Owen County, Indiana owning more than 1000 acres on which he
raised sheep, cattle, and fine saddle and draft horses. He was also interested in

- politics, a hard working perfectionist, and demanded the same from those associated
with him. The Moffett-Ralston House is an expression of his changing ideas and needs
for a home. His first simple house built in 1864 to serve the modest needs of a new
farmer was remodeled into a modest Italian Villa in 1870 to reflect his new marriage,
the 1ncreased size of his farm, and his status in the community.

It was at this house that Samuel M. Ralston, Governor of and Senator from Indiana spent
some of his formative years. Born in 1857, Ralston moved to his uncle's farm after

the depression of 1873 along with his brothers Moffett sent them to the Patricksburg
Normal School for an education while they worked on the farm. Ralston graduated from
the Danville Normal School in 1884 and entered the bar in 1886. It was not until then
that he moved away from Owen County.

It was the opportunity for education presented by this uncle and perhaps his rigorous
discipline that geared Ralston to become an attorney, Governor, Senator and enabled

him to be introduced as a possible candidate for president in the 1924 Democratic
convention. The major reform legislation of Ralston's term as Goyernor include an
inheritance tax law, a vocational training law, a workmen's compensation act, and a
primary election law. He also established the public service commission, began Indiana's
state parks system and initiated a renewed interest in Indiana history by establishing

a historical commission in 1915 in view of the coming centennial for the state.

Samuel Moffett Ralston is one of Indiana's important governors and the house in which he
spent his boyhood years is an architectural and social statement about a man who guided
part of Ralston's life.
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