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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

CSPS Hall occupies a full half-block in one of the older sections of Cedar
Rapids. The Czech community, for whom the hall was built, is still centered
in this area of late 19th and early 20th-century commercial buildings.

The hall was built in three phases (1890-1, 1900, 1908), of tan brick laid in
stretcher bond and at some period painted white. The first phase saw the
erection of the main-hall, approximately 40 feet across the front and 90 feet
deep, with a symmetrical, three-bay front facade marked by a high, wide round
arch of dark brick over the main entrance. During the second phase, a 30' x 90'
addition was made to the southeast, and in 1908 another addition across the

rear gave the building a total depth of 110 feet, to occupy the entire northwest
side of the block.

Although the various additions have confused the architectural unity of the
original building, the use of the same round arched windows,in the late
additions as in the original building formed of dark brick, give a certain
visual sense of order. The ground floor features somewhat modernized plate-
glass storefronts, dominated, as noted above, by the round arch over the
main entrance. Second story windows (now with glass blbhck) employ the jack
arch, also in dark brick. Round arches, connected to one another at impost
level by stringcourses of dark brick, appear on the third story and along
the northwest side at ground-floor level. The roofscape, from side perspec-
tive, is irregular, as the roof over the auditorium is somewhat lower than
that of the front section, and the rear addition is set off by a high parapet.

The ground floor is occupied by commercial establishments. A flight of
stairs from the main entrance leads to the auditorium/dance hall, with a
U-shaped balcony, which occupies the second and third floors of the original,
1890, block. Stage and scenery storage take up the rear of the building.

The 1900 addition on the southeast contained dining room, bar, and meeting
areas on second and third floors. Although no longer owned by the CSPS (now
Czecho-Slovakian Association), the building is occasionally rented by this
and other Czech groups for meetings and banquets.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

C.S.P.S.* Hall is significant for its association, as a social and cultural
center, with the Czech community in Cedar Rapids, which is among that city's
most prominent immigrant groups. C.S.P.S. was a fraternal benevolent society,
founded in St. Louis in 1854. Cedar Rapids' first chapter, the Prokop Velky
Lodge, was established in 1879, with two more lodges organized by 1882.
C.S.P.S., like many immigrant societies of its time, offered an insurance
program to its members and supported a variety of social activities, including
bazaars, plays, lectures, and dances, for the entire Czech community. The
popularity and extent of these programs is indirectly suggested in the
building of the C.S.P.S. lodge hall: the first, sizeable building of 1891
required two additions in rather less than ten years, in order to accommodate
all who would use its ballroom, auditorium, stage, and meeting facilities.

Architecturally, the building is a good example of a local interpretation of

the Richardsonian Romanesque in brick, adapted to the particular needs of
a fraternal/commercial project.

*Cesko-Slovanska Podpofujici Spolku
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