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An 1855 mansion of the Italian bracketed style, the Antoine LeClaire 
House is a two story white painted brick building with a monitor. In 
a state of ill-repair, the LeClaire House nonetheless retains much of 
its original appearance. On a lot (85 1 x 260') overlooking the 
Mississippi River, the building still presents a remarkable view. Three 
original porches, the lave-brackets and shutters have been removed. 
Aluminum now covers the underside of the wooden eaves, and the roof is 
metal. Four of the original 6 chimneys have been shortened and capped. 
Both the monitor and foundation need immediate attention.
The interior floor plan is basically unchanged. The upper and lower 
floors matched in room size and arrangement. Each floor consisted of 7 
large rooms: 4 in the front, square section of the house, and 3 rooms in 
the rear wing. There is a large hallway on each floor, in the front 
(main) section of the house, and a rather impressive original feature is 
the staircase which winds to the attic. It has wide steps, a gentle rise 
and a walnut bannister and rail.
Most of the rooms have 12 foot ceilings, with central rosettes which 
surrounded the gas fixtures, fancy molded borders around the ceilings, 
original woodwork and shutters. Downstairs, the 4 front rooms were par­ 
lors, music room and study. Off the music room is a 5' x 5' alcove 
which contained Ledaire's private shrine. Rear 3 rooms were dining 
room, kitchen and cook's room.
Upstairs, the 4 front rooms were bedrooms and sitting rooms while the 
rear 3 were servants' quarters. There was a maid's staircase leading 
from the (dtphen up to the center room of the servants' quarters. Stair­ 
way still exists but has been closed off at top. Center room of servants' 
section has been split so the house now has 15 rooms instead of the 
original 14 but this is relatively unimportant since the upstairs rear 
wing (4 rooms) permanently will be used as a caretaker's apartment and 
not shown to the public.
House has a huge attic, partial basement and 18 inch brick walls. Joists 
in attic and basement vary from 2 x 8 to 2 x 10. Support beams range from 
4 x 8 to 4 x 10. There is some physical evidence to support the rumored 
existence of a tunnel which supposedly led from the front of the basement 
about 3 city blocks to the Mississippi River. There also is fairly strong 
evidence that a tunnel led from the rear of the basement to at least one 
outbuilding perhaps 100 feet away. Citizen volunteer groups recently have 
been forming to help with the excavation of the grounds as well as with 
restoration of the house itself.
LeClaire's carriage tdrive wound from 8th and Farnam Streets to his dining 
room door. Excavation on parcel #3 has uncovered considerable driveway 
curbing as well as the hard-surfaced drive itself. The circular outline 
now can plainly be seen.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Antoine LeClaire who lived in this house (which he had built for him) from 
1855-1861, was a colorful pioneer important in development of the upper 
Mississippi Valley. He was known in Iowa, Illinois, Wisconsin, Arkansas, 
etc. Able to speak 3 languages'and 14 Indian dialects, he was a U. S. 
interpreter and Indian agent, and he had a primary role in negotiation of 
22 treaties with Indians of Iowa and Illinois. The noted Sauk chief, 
Black Hawk, dictated his autobiography to LeClaire.
Well-liked by both Indians and whites, he was given U. S. land grants at 
Indian requests. These included a square mile at what is now downtown 
Davenport, Iowa, a square mile at what is now LeClaire, Iowa, and 2 square 
miles at Moline, Illinois.
LeClaire was the prime founder of Davenport and its leading citizen for 25 
years. He established the first church, ferry service, hotel, foundry, 
etc., here. However, he lived in a rather modest house until 1855, in 
which year he moved into this mansion, which he had ordered built. 
Architect and craftsmen unknown to us, but our research continues.
At his urging the first railroad bridge across the Mississippi was built, 
directly below this house. The house was finished in,1855^ the bridge 
in 1856. This is the bridge that figured in the Effie Afton steamboat 
lawsuit, which was one of Abe Lincoln's best-known cases. The first 
locomotive to cross the Mississippi was, appropriately, named the Antoine 
LeClaire. His previous (frame) house below the bluff on which his mansion 
sets, was named "Treaty House". He donated it to the Mississippi-Missouri 
R. R., and it became the first depot west of the Mississippi.
LeClaire was first President of the Old Settlers Society, a philantrhopist, 
a civic leader in every way. We suspect that he may have been involved in 
the Underground Railroad from 1855 to his death in 1861. He died in this 
house. His widow, Marguerite, lived here until she died in 1876. Jhe 
house then became the residence of successive Catholic bishops until 1908 
when it was converted to apartments. To summarize, this site was occupied 
by a leading developer of the upper Mississippi Valley; it is in an his­ 
toric spot near other historic sites and the hous'e retains many original 
features of tis construction period.
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