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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Weaver Mercantile Store is a two story brick commercial building 
located within the town of Weaver. It was constructed in 1875 in the Italianate 
style of architecture. The architect is unknown.

The structure is 44 feet wide and 65 feet long. The foundation is of stone,

The principal facade of the structure is divided into six bays. The store 
front level is divided into two equal sections of three bays. The central bay 
of each section serves as an entrance to the building. The storefront level is 
arranged as an arcade with semi-circular arches with keystones. Stone impost 
blocks cap the brick piers which separate the bays. The center impost block 
is marked "1875." The original mullions are intact.

The second floor of the front facade also consists of six bays. The 
windows are semi-circular arched with original fenestration. Lintels are of 
stone.

The first and second stories are separated by a decorative corbelled brick 
banding. The cornice of the building repeats the same brick corbel pattern.

The side facades of the building are unbroken except for three evenly spaced 
windows on the second story level identical to those of the second story front 
facade.

The building's exterior, with the exception of its having been painted 
red, does not appear to have been altered since its original construction.

The lower story was used as a store for hardware, groceries, and dry- 
goods. The upper floor was used for the sale of furniture. For many years the 
Weaver post office was,located in the building.

The interior of the building has been extensively altered.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Weaver Mercantile Building is one of the few surviving commercial 
buildings in the once-thriving Mississippi River town of Weaver. Of the 
numerous commercial structures which were built after the arrival of the 
Chicago, Milwaukee, & St. Paul Railroad only this building retains a 
significant degree of architectural design integrity. A number of the other 
buildings in Weaver, including a four-story railroad hotel, billiard hall, 
blacksmith shop, meat market, wagon shop, and grain warehouse, are no longer 
extant. The building is also significant as a well-preserved example of a 
style of commercial architecture popular in the Mississippi River Valley.
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