INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

STATE:

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Tennessee
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Pickett

INVENTORY —~ NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

S5 WIe

Cordell Hull Birthplace

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Byrdstown . -~

STATE CODE |COUNTY: CODE
Ta n7 Pickett 137
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNER P STATUS
(Check One) NERSHI TO THE PUBLIC
[] District X] Building (K] Public Public Acquisition: ] Occupied Yes:
[ Site [J Structure |[J Private ] In Process (] Unoccupied [ Restricted
[ Object [0 Both [} Being Considered [ Preservation work [ Unrestricted
in progress No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Agricultural ] Government [J Park
3 Commercial [ Industrial [} Private Residence
[ Educational 1 Military 7] Religious

[} Transportation ] Comments

(O] Other (Specify)

[0 Entertainment X Museum ] Scientific

H [
e
State of Tennessee = %
STREET AND NUMBER: raD m
o
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE %
Nashville Tennessee 47 12
R
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: o
. . . g 2
Pickett County Register's 0ffice B g
STREET AND NUMBER: 0, 5
P
Court House +
CITY OR TOWN: STATE cope |t
Byrdstown Tennessee 7

TITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: [ Federal ] State

] County [ Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

HIEGWNN AMLNI

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

AN

\

CODE,

3lva

ATINO 3SN SdN 304




(Check One)
1 Excellent X Good [ Fair [J Deteriorated [l Ruins [} Unexposed

CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)
Altered [ Unaltered B ] Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

‘the original cabin, consisting of a front room, measurlng 227" x 18"

On a ridge between.the Wolf and Obed Rivers in the foothills of the
Cumberland Mountains in what is now Pickett County, is located the
birthplace of Cordell Hull.

Built sometime prior to Hull's birth on October 2, 1871, the house
is a small cabin built of yellow poplar logs. In later years a
front borch and a room were added, and the logs covered with weather
boarding. The cabin had deteriorated to such an extent that in 1952
a group of interested citizens caused the State of Tennessee to
purchase the site, and the Cordell Hull Birthplace Association was
formed to preserve and restore the building.

The cabin had fallen into such a state of disrepair that it was
razed and rebuilt on the original stone foundation, utilizing all
the original logs which were sound. It was necessary for a few
logs to be replaced, and an old cabin nearby was purchased for this
purpose., The porch and room addition were removed, leav1ng only

with a loft above, and a kitchen at the back, measuring 15" x 187,
Each room has a stone chimney and a fireplace. The original flooring
had to be replaced. A new roof of wood shingles was put on.

Recently a museum building has been erected a few feet west of the
cabin to house a large collection of personal effects willed to the
association by Mr. Hull. This is also a log structure, approxi-

mately 30" x 607, ‘
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although the cabin in which Cordell Hull was born has undergone
extensive restoration and some reconstruction, it is very signifi-
cant and warrants preservation because it is the only site existing
in Tennessee which is directly. associated with Hull. It is also
typical of the type of cabin in which the mountain people of this
region of Tennessee lived during the nineteenth century.

Mr. Hull was one of the most famous of Tennessee's many famous sons,
having served as Secretary of State of the United States longer
than any other person, and was recognized as being the "Father of
the United Nations." o '

The Cordell Hull Birthplace has not as yet been opened on a regular
basis to the public, but plans are underway for this to begin in
Spring, 1972, through the cooperation of the Cordell Hull Birthplace
Association and the State of Tennessee.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:
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Herbert L. Harpe{
Director of Field Services
Title
pate October 22, 1971

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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