
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of f o r m 
Photo number 3 I. A 

In Area no. 
MID CAMB, 

F o ^ ^ o . 
I I C 4 

1- T o w n p^^TST^i HgP 

Addre ss qq p.p^c;pp.pf R-t-pppj-

Na me Pros pppj- Cnngrp.gai-i nna 1 Churr. h 

Present use -PP.I i"gi miR c;t-pi](-:tii-pp. -
c h u r c h 

Present owner Pr^n spp P.t Con grp. 11' on a 1 
Church 

3. Description: 

Date 1 R s 1 

Source deed r e c o r d s , l o c a l h i s t o r ] . 

Style 1^-paditT on,^1 n o r t h e a s t i nee± i J ig -
house f o r m w i t h Norman and Romanss-
Archi tec tAipyandpr K. E s t v J que 

/ d e t a i l . 

Exterior wall fabric brick ' 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features-poTind-hp.adpd windows 

r l p r O T ' ; q t p r l w i t h o a r y p d y . i g ^ . a g p a t t p r i 

a n d p o l o n n p t t p s a n d c a p i t a l s . 

Altered Date 

Moved Date 

5. Lot size: 

• One acre or less \ / Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 9 ^ 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

^o' 
6. Recorded by Rober t R e t t i g 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm 

Date 19 6 8 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) P^nspPct Con gT^Pnational Chnr^r-h 

Original use ch-grcR 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

XX 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Prospect Congregational ChxirGlL is- a r c l i i t e c t u - r c i l l y 
•aniqiie f o r i t s - usre of Norman/RoTnanesTjue details- many years-
&efore the siryle was popular^ized 5y K e n r j ffobson Richardson. 

Despite i t s o v e r l a y of medieval d e t a i l s , the Prospect 
CongregationaJL Chxirch f o r th^e most p a r t r e t a i n s the form 
and coatposititon of a tradi.ti:onal Neir England chnirch: a long 
r e c t a n g u l a r ho:K with, a gaSle r o o f and p r o j e c t i n g f o T i r - s t o r y " " ' 
entrance pa-vilion. I t s i^omanesqiie ornament inclxided rounf.-'— ' 
h.eaded windows. The s t r u c t u r a l and spatiaJL charac1?eristics 
of medieval Romanesque a r c h i t e c t u r e were unknown t o mid-
nineteenth century American a r c h i t e c t s , who simply emhellished 
th.e f a m i l i a r New England meetinglLouse with. Romanesq-ue m o t i f s . 

The a r c h i t e c t o f the ch.urch. was Alexander R. Esty, a 
Boston a r c h i t e c t a c t i v e from th.e 185Qs t o the 1870s, and 
designer of another Cambridge landmark, the Old Cambridge 
B a p t i s t Church C1867K I n 1879 the p a r i s h h a l l a t the 
rear o f the Prospect Chuch was extended by the architect"'" 
Thomas S i l l o w a y , whose oth.er work included the plans f o r ; 
the reb-ailding of the Vermont State House. 

The ch-urch was b u i l t t o serve the growing p o p u l a t i o n o f 
mid-Cambridge. Although t e c h n i c a l l y i n the mid-Cambridge 
area,^the congregation has always been Cambridgeport o r i e r t e d . 
I t o r i g i n a t e d as the Evangelical Congregational Society of 
Cambridgeport, 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

o 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(7-81) 

Uni ted Sta tes Depar tment off the Inter ior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

received 

date entered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 1^ i'^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area 

State ^ 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

f Z . cummings, e. e.. House ^ - Keeper- / m C L i y ^ / y y ^ l ^ l > S' ?o 

J^^^j^^^^DOE/OWNER OBJECTION^̂ ^P '̂ ila^4iz<t^ yfa/f/^ -

NNorth Avenue Congregational Church • yReeper ^jkA^ ^^Ay^ [(/Zhi^i A-'l6-?'^ 

^P^?? .̂-'yy - f^vTvlAttest 

9>. Prospect Congregational Church ^Keeper /J.jluL ft.AAjcOUi^ M 
Substantiva Eevfew 

Attest 

Attest yAy^^^yyy?^^ ^r//y^^ 

9>. Old Cambridge Baptist Church ^y^Krt^.^^ ^ y Keeper y n i y ^ , Ik. & / m A \ ^ k.[7^S^ 

Attest 

.^XWareHall ^A^.-ky y:, , ^ ^ Keeper Siy-^A^^/)y2^^ 6')^- r 

Attest 
> 9^. Cambridge Public Library / V:^..':! . „ / / ' , /i T ^ ^ Ui«Ait.« y^\-y.y Keeper /AJAJLIUI^ 14.AuUj'Utu,^•d '^ 

Attest • 
^ 90.^ Church of the New Jerusalem e,,%:̂ x̂  — = — ^ d ^ r / /) / • 

&ul3sr,».ntiv3 Ksvigv ^^^^^^ 
' ' '100. Busch-Reischinger House— — -

DOE/OW ĴER OBJECTION 
Attest iid^^J^ 



i- f . " 

MP 

'4n 

N A T I O N A L , R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S o m t ^ »t.t..D«p.rtn».nto»th. interior 
S u f s t a n t l V © HeVleW , National Park S»rvic« 

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET / ' ; 1 : 
^y^.^.^^yy da/T^y^i^AoyoLA (t^tJc/yi-ayL 

P r n p * t r t y C<?^yt^J^JU,*^Ajfuyt/.y^Aa ^ j ^ r t c A t ^ y f y S ^ ) Work ing No . / A - ^ ^ ' ^ " ^ < ^ «^ 

S t a t e , C o u n t y ^ A A ' A 2 ^ ^ A ^ ' i U ^ Fed. Reg. Dat-e: 
Federal Agency: Date Due,- - W/^A^^-

Action: -J^T^CCEPT "^/^"^/IA 

r e s u b m i s s i o n • . -;̂ .̂ «v.«'̂ ^ ^ RETURN 
n o m i n a t i o n by pe rson or l oca l g o v e r n m e n t ^ REJECT 
owner o b j e c t i o n photos_Z_ 
.appeal ' ....yyyy;--:, - • ' m a p s 

S u b s t a n t i v e R e v i e w : sample request . appeal NR decis ion 

Rev iewer ' s c o m m e n t s : 

j Reviewer a^H^O 

'J Discipiinfe hIifiiClriAnn 
Date y/?/:P9^ 

see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet 

.Nomina t ion r e t u r n e d f o r : techn ica l c o r r e c t i o n s c i ted be low 
s u b s t a n t i v e r e a s o n s d iscussed be low 

1 . K a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C i a s s t f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r o f P r o p e r t y 

5 . L o c a t i o n o f L e g a l P e s c r i p t i o n 

6 . R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

I sAt^ ibts? T * * n o 

7 . P e s c r i p t i o n 

•xc«U«nt Q a ^ a r i o m a a u n a n a r a i o r t g t n * ! Bft» 

900d rutns alttrvd mov*d dat* . 
*a^ imcKpoMd 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c l a r i t y 
a l t e r a t i o n s / i n t e g r i t y 
da tes 
boundary s e l e c t i o n 



8 . S i q n i f F c c ; n c e 

tpaatnc aatat t v l i ^ a r JLrcMtKt 

• t « t M M « 1 a l M a n m c a t K x (tn i 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c l a r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
re lat ing s igni f icance to 

the resource 
contex t 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t e g r i t y 

to s ign i f i cance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of excep t ion 
o ther 

D. gj^ajor B i b l i o g r B p h i c a t R e f e r e n c e s 

t o . G e o g r a p h i c e t P a t a 

UUT A«t«r*no*s 

t i . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 , S t e t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c s t t o n 
•Hu avakiamc Ufni icMnct C m i i propany witnm th* n a u a : 

r>»tion»; r i a i t loe»l 

»aa date 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Ques t ions concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

S igned Da te . Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s for zny i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on en t t t e c h e c sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


