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1. Name RECEIVFEnN
historic ML 3m

and/or common old Medford High School (preferred)

2. Location

street & number  22-24 Forest St*««t- N/A" " not for publication
city, town M edford N/A vicinity of
state M ass. code 025 county Middlesex code 017
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district XX public occupied agriculture museum
5~ building(s) private XX unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object N / in process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military X other: vacant

4. Owner off Property

name City of Medford
street & number Medford City Hall - 85 Salem Street
city, town e« City of Medford NZA” vicinity of state M ass,

5. Location off Legal Description

courthouse, registry ofdeeds, etc. M ddl esex County Court House
street & number Second Street
city, town Cambridge state M ass.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic

As.set.c. of the non.n,or.T.rPPif-h»I/? hasthis property been determined eligible? yes X2 no
date 1977 federal state county local
depository for survey records M assachusetts Historical Coiranission

city, town 294 Washington Street Boston state Mass. 02108



1. Description Medford High School, 22-24 Forest Street, Medford, Mass.

Condition Check one Check one

excellent deteriorated unaltered _Xx_ original site .
XX good O ruins XX altered moved date . .,

. fair - unexposed . o ! A

Describe the present andoriginal (if known) physical appearance

The O d Medford High School stands north of Medford Square at the southwest corner of
Forest Street and Hall Avenue. Surrounded primarily by md-19th andearly 20th century
frame houses, its facade (east elevation) overlooks a sem -circular driveway and | awn
with a bronze andconcrete Wrld Var | Memorial. At the rear (west) elevation facing
Bradl ee Road, i s the former Vocational School (1929) which has previously been converted
to elderly housing andi s not included inthis nom nation.

The O d Medford High School i s conposed of a central building (1895) that is flanked by

two L-plan wings (1929, 1939) that forman open court facing Forest Street. Sharing rmany
el ements of design, proportions andmaterials, these three units are all three-stories

hi gh, constructed of red brick and trimmed with brown sandstone and cast-stone cornices,
pilasters andbelt courses.

The original high school building (now the central block of the present structure) has a
symmetrical facade of seven bays flanked by projecting andpavilions of three bays each.
Resting on a rock-faced granite foundation, the first storey of the facade has rusticated
brickwork anda central entry that is framed by lonic colums standing i nantis. Brown
sandstone beltcourses divide the basement, firs t andsecond stories. Central bays of the
second andthird are framed by lonic pilasters that rise to the main cornice of the building.
Bet ween these pilasters are tworectangular wi ndow openings (end bays) andfive wide,

arched wi ndows with noul ded surrounds and keystones. Above the third floor, the entabla-
ture's frieze isinscribed with five names: Homer, Raphael, Shakespeare, Franklinand
Agassi z (obscured by vines). Above the frieze are courses of |eaf-and-dart moul ding,
dentils and egg-and-dart moul dings which cul m natei na copper cornice.

Particularly noteworthy i s the central building's entrance. Approached by | ow stepsof
pink granite, the entry i s set inavestibule that is framed by a wi de brownstone piers
and lonic colums standing i nantis. Theentrance floor i s conposed of stretcher bricks
laid i nmosaic fashion. Original panelled doors are set ina frame with multi-pane
sidelights andtransoms. Suspended fromthe entry's ceiling is the original wought iron
lantern. Sash inthe original building varies i nconfiguration by location.

North andsouth of the central building are additions which are characterized by classical
ornament ation designed to harnonize with the original building. Rustication, belt courses
and red brick construction have been carried over t othese wings fromthe ol d building.
The additions' facades (east elevations) feature Iong bands of wi ndows containing12/12
wood sash. Flat roofs with pedinmented parapets surmount these wings, except for portions
of the south wing which contain anauditorium These additions are linked t otheold
building by narrow 3-bay, 3 storey connectors which provideinterior access via three
doubl e doors with pedinmented, classical enframenments. Thenorth andsouth additions'
classical orixaiuentation i s confined primarily tothe Forest Street elevations of their
end pavilions. Thenorth wing (1929) exhibits a central entrancewith a cast-stone cap
and consoles i nthe manner of the Renaissance Revival. Above this entranceis a tall

. (Conti nued) "
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mul ti-pane arched wi ndow flanked by engaged |onic colums and surnmounted by a pedi nented
entabl ature.

The south wing (1939) has a 5-bay pavilion (east elevation) that exhibits Georgian Revival
stylistic elements. At theground storey arethree entries set i ncast-stonesurrounds,
surmounted at t hesecond and third stories by monunental engaged lonic columms that frame
wi ndows set i nearred surrounds with noul ded caps. Corners of thesouth wingare
accented with paired lonic pilasters. The roof line of thesouthwing i strimed with a
cast-stone cornice, copper crown mouldings and a brick parapet.

Rear elevations of thenmain building and itswings arelargely utilitarian i n design,
consisting of evenly spaced groupings of windows (12/12) that reflect interior classroom
partitions. Elements such as rusticated brickwork, belt courses and cornices arecarried ]
across rear elevationsina simplified form

Alterations totheformer high school arelimted totherear of the main building, from which
a 1914 addition was renoved following a fire i n1965 and theroof of themain building
which was re-built at a slightly lower than original height, due tofire damage i n 1965.



8. S|gn|ff|CanceMedford High School, 22-24 Forest Street, Medford, Mass,

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify beow
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture JL. education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
JL_ 1800-1899 commerce ' ' exploration/settlement philosophy theater
X 1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specificdates 1895, 1929, 1939 Builder/Architect Hartwell & Richardson (1895)

o _ ~~ Michael Dyer (1929, 1939)
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Medford High School possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
and workmanship. Architecturally significant as an excellent local exanple of |ate
19th century institutional buildings i nthe Renaissance Revival style and designed
by theprom nent Boston firm of Hartwell and Richardson, i tfurther derives historical
significance through associations with t hedevelopnent of public educationin Medford.
The Medford High School thus nmeets criteria A and C of the National Register of
Historic Places.

Begun i n 1895 and dedicated i n1896, theoriginal high school building (central section
of thepresent structure) i san outstandinglocal exanple of t heRenaissance Revival

style architecture, one which i snoteworthy for thescale of its design, the high

quality of its materials, and its association with the Boston architectural office of
Hartwel | & Richardson. Particularly noteworthy details arethe building's rusticated

and pilastered main facade with its lonic entrance, arcaded wi ndows, lonic pilasters

and finely carved courses of decorative details. Built at a cost of $150,000 i n 1895,
the original building was designed by thenoted Boston firm of Hartwell & Richardson

whi ch specialized i nschool architecture and public buildings during thelate 19th century.
Ot her notabl e buildings designed by thefirm include theBelnmnt Town Hall and t he First
Spiritualist Tenple (nowExeter Street Theatre), Boston. Sandstone trimm ngs of the
original building were given by General Sanuel Crocker Lawence, Civil War Officer, rum
distiller and first mayor of Medford (early 1890s). Medford's leading citizen at the
tum of thecentury, Lawence was known locally both as t heowner of extensive real
estate i nMedford and as a philanthropist who donated thebuilding of the Medford
Arnory tothelocal volunteer militia (National Guard). Dedicated on My 21, 1896,
the central building originally contained 15 classrooms, science |aboratories and an
assenbly hall.

As a result of Medford's growth as a suburb of Boston, theoriginal brick building was
nearly doubled i nsize i n1914 by a rear addition which contained "nany classroons, a
gymmasi um and an auditorium hol ding 1,200 pupils.” The rear addition was destroyed by
fire i n1965. Continued population growth necessitated theconstruction of a north
classroomwing (1929) and later a south wing (1939) that was designed by M chael A
Dyer, architect of Medford's City Hall. Containingclassrooms and a gymasium t he
south wing also possessed an auditorium thelargest i nthe Coomonwealth at thetinme
of its conmpletion. Characteristic of their period, these wings arebuilt of redbrick
trimmed with cast-stone details that conbine elements of theRenaissance Revival and
Colonial Revival styles. Together with the Medford City Hall, the wings of the High
School arethefinest local exanples of their style.

Wth theexceptionof thesouth wing's auditorium which i sused for theatrical per-
formances, the O d Medford Hi gh School has been vacant since a fire i n Novenber, 1965
destroyed its 1914 addition and portions of thecentral building's interior. Since
1971, thehigh school has been located i na new building on Wnter Street,

V-



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

The Medford Historical Register, Vol. Il - January 1900, No. |
Must ang News, Novenber, 1965.
Massachusetts Historical Conmission. |Inventory Form//71, 1974.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 172,594 sq. ft.

Quadrangle name Boston North Quadrangle scale 1= 25.000

UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification The nominated property includes 2 lots shown as
S. Pt. 2 and N. Pt. 2 on Medford Assessors' Sheet L-9. Bounded by Forest Street, Hall Avenue,
Bradlee Road and neighboring lots, this property includes the High School's original parcel with
the exception of a lot that was transferred to the Medford Housing Authority during the 1970s.
Fad counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code
N/A
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Candace Jenkins, Preservation Planning Director, with Edward Gordon, Consultant
nameftite to Architectural Conservation Trust (ACT)

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date June, 1983
street & number 294 Washington Street tdephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston sate Massachusetts 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state . X" local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to thecriteria and procedures setforth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature  ~dyCuA” IK. (I"Zyp-"N&'irulMUy NN
State Historic Preservation Officer
titte Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion date

For NPS useonly

| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
Entered in the
((r>»if>niil Bejtiatei! date y 063

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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* nomination by person or local government
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Working No..

N

Fed. Reg. Date:

Date

Due:

Action:

Entered
BatiOM

e appeal

Substantive Review: e sample e request * appeal

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status

Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one

o excellent I | deteriorated e unaltered

* good e ruins e altered

e fair I 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

| alterations/integrity
| dates ..
boundary selection

in

tlie
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9

ACCEPT

RETURN
BMN1I»"REJECT_
Federal Agency:

NR decision

Recom./Crlteria.
Reviewer
Discipline

Date

see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one

original site
moved

date.

1933
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph j.
e completeness -'r--
e clarity 07

» applicable criteria
e justification of areas checked
» relating significance to the resource

+ context

» relationship of integrity to significance jo.N e
» justification of exception s'v -
» other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

*  Maps
» Photographs
* other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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