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This dignified structure with a magnificent view of the Columbia River, 
waterfront, and town of Cathlamet> with a tall spire on a gracefully- 
curving bell-tower\is a landmark from water, air or main streets. It 
stands solidly part way up the rocky hill with the trees behind to 
frame it in a picturesque setting. With the exception of a porch roof, 
the structure is unchanged on the exterior.

The roof is shingled and full of pitches and angles. ' An interesting 
\ feature is the altar located in the southeast corner which juts out at 
a 45-degree angle giving the building an unusual and artistic addition. 
The floor of the nave slopes toward the altar with semi-circular pews 
giving a distinctive look. The tower features fish-scale shingles, 
louvered and stained-glass windows and triangular molding with curving 
corners at the first level. This is repeated on the side of the building 
proper with a hand-sawed molding behind this curved surface. The large, 
stained-glass windows added as memorials through the years have been 
removed to prevent possible damage>y

The nave occupies the main floor and is reached by stairs from Alley 
Street and a porch with a peaked roof. A basement was excavated later 
but did not alter the exterior. At street level, a door opens into a 
large room in the basement - used both for Sunday School classes and 
dining room. To the left are restrooms partly constructed under the 
outside stairs and under the stairs leading to the sanctuary above. 
This large room is partitioned in the center of the south wall to 
separate a kitchen from a small Sunday School room.

In the past few years, some shingles have slipped, the paint on the 
outside is turning dingy-gray in areas and some molding has fallen askew.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

After a succession of pastors, the Reverend W.W. Head came in 1910, 
serving a total of nearly twenty-five years in two different periods. 
He undertook many projects to improve his church. A major one was the 
excavation of the basement and installation of a kitchen and dining room - 
the dining room part being used for the primary department of the Sunday 
School.

The church served as a focal point for community gatherings for many years 
Church dinners were served in the dining room, P.T.A. luncheons for eighth 
grade graduates; and when the Cathlamet Women's Club was organized in 1929 
it met in the church. Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts used the basement rooms 
for several years.

In the late 1950's, the church congregation decided to sell the old 
building and expand into a new one at another location. A buyer was 
found in the First Baptist Church of Longview and everything was left 
except the bell. The Baptist congregation held services there about two 
years and the building has stood vacant through the sixties and now into 
the seventies.

The city purchased the site; with the help of donations, they also pur 
chased the building. A committee of public-minded citizens are 
endeavoring to raise the money to repair the proud edifice as a historical 
site and community center.

This structure is architecturally significant for two reasons: First, 
the building is well-sited. It forms the major focal point for the 
town, giving the residents a strong relationship with their past; 
secondly, the building is a good example of the simple, well-proportioned 
early churches in the state - This type of building formed the basis for 
the "Northwes^Sjfe^i^'^which is admired around the world as truly indigenou 
architectu



Brief History of Cathlamet Congregational Church, April 16, 1893- 
October 11, 1953, 60th Anniversary Service by G.W. Bryan, 
Wahkiakum Eagle Office

County Auditor's Office, Court House 
History of Cathlamet Congregational Church 

Records located at United Church of Christ 
Historic Western Churches - A Photographic Pilgrimage to the Churches

of Old by Lambert Florin, 1969
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