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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Merwinsville Hotel, a late Greek Revival railroad
station-hotel of vernacular,architectural quality, has a rural setting. 
A line of railroad track passes just west of the building. Originally 
.there were two linesof track, but the line closest to the building 
has been removed. A narrow, winding road passes near the east side of 
the building.

The timber-framed structure has a 3-story main block with 
gable roof and two, 2-story end wings with shed roofs. The 7-bay wide 
main block which is rectangular in plan was surrounded by a 2-story 
open porch when it was erected in 18^2-^3. Probably around i860 the 
side sections of the porch were removed and replaced by the existing 
wings which extend eastward to the location of the east edge of the 
original porch. The porches extending the lengths of the east' and V 
west facades of the main block have disappeared. Late 19th century 
photographs clearly show them and the current owners of the building 
plan to reconstruct them, "

Rehabilitation of the building has been in progress since 
August 1971 with an emphasis on the preservation and repair of exist 
ing fabric and on structural stabilization of the building. The 
building's deteriorated condition in 1971 necessitated the rebuilding 
of the collapsed south wing, the removal of plaster, the jacking-up 
of the building, replacement of the east foundation wall, and considera 
ble rebuilding in the basement. Fortunately the upper floors are in 
better condition and much of the original woodwork is in place.

The exterior is covered with weatherboards except for a small 
section where their restoration is incomplete.., Most windows of the 
main block have 6 over 6, double-hung sash. The windows of the third 
story are smaller than those of the first and second stories. A tri 
partite window with a 6 over 6 window fl,anked by sidelights is found 
in the center by of the third story of the'north and south gables sided 
facades. Most exterior doors are partially glazed.

On the east facade emphasis is given the entrance by close 
spacing of the windows flanking the center doorways on both the first 
and second stories. The west facade has three second*story doors 
which opened or to the now-gone porch* This facade has a rather crowded 
arrangement due to its numerous windows and doors. Four first-story. 
doors lead from the interior .to tha deck of the now-gone'porch. This 
deck served as the station's loading platform. The building currently 
has two brick interior end chimneys. It earlier had four chimneys*

Most windows of the end wings are 6 over 6, double^hung sash, 
but the former ticket lobby located on the first floor of the south 
wing has 15 light windows which are horizontal in emphasis* All window
trim is slain and even the boxed cornice is very simple*

The 1st floor plan of the building is flexible and functional
producing e-asy Circulation from one part to another.,-.
On either side of the central entrpnce halls and stairs 'are pairs of 
large rooms and rooms in the side wings. The paired rooms due -to their 
corme'ctjrng doorways cen be joined to cre'ate eVen large"!*, spaces. A
door off each of large room  conc/unieate$ with a flight or stairs.

See Continuation Sheat 1
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Merwinsville Hotel, Gaylo^dsville,,Hew Milford 
7« Description

The four flights of stairs ascend to a large landing from which two 
flights lead to the second floor. This open well staircase surrounded 
by a railing and dominated by two sturdy structural columns which 
support the third floor above is one of the two most interesting 
spaces in the building. The other is the ballrooms! th coved ceiling* 
 4iis room extends the entire lenght of the building on the'third 
floor and is flanked by^sniall rooms along its east and west sides.
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1 The Merwinsvill Hotel, an unpretentious frame <*?&$& Revival 
structure of vernacular quality, may-bis the oldest surviving station^ 
hotel in the United States, It is a fine example of this type of 
railroad building which was popular before sleeping and dining cars 
came into general use. The building also exemplifies Yankee skrewd-
~ness since it was built privately in 18^2- V} by Sylvanus Merwin in 
anticipation of the construction of the railroad line. Until 1915 it
 rserved as a station for the Housatanic line. . .

Sylvanus Merwin on learning'that a rail line was going to 
pass through the rural community of Gaylordsville, purchased land along 
the route and in I8*f2- ^3 erected a 3-story frame hotel building. 
^hen representatives of the railroad arrived to negotiate purchase of 
the railroad right-of-way, Merwin refused to yield Ms property rights 
unless his hotel became a meal stop for the trains and the stop called 
Merwinsville. The hotel also served as the .train station.and Merwin 
as the ticket agent.

The prosperity of this venture lessened after 1877 when' 
faster trains and pullraan dining cars resulted in .the railroad 1 s 
termination of its meal contract. Business declined and eventually 
the hotel operation was terminated by Ed Kurd, Merwin 1 s successor 
and son-in-law. The building continued to function as the train 
station until 1915 when Kurd was replaced as ticket, agent and a new 
station erected. The stop was renamed, Gaylordsville,

In 1916 the hotel building was purchased by the Hasting 
family who used it as a residence for thirty years. Eventually during 
the ownership of Edward Dolan it was used for storage of lumber and 
carpentry supplies.

When Merwinsville Hotel Restoration, Inc., a local.restora 
tion group, purchased the building in 1971 it was in deteriorated 
condition due to neglect and to a small fire in 1970. ?his group is 
painstakingly rehabilitating the structure for use as a museum and 
community center.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Presei^ation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
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criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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