
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASS.ACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office OI the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area ao. Form no. 

173-B 

^J..••.L• 

I 

; SJ • 
I 

1. Town Worcester 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

: iO<. Rol l 11 

L .J 

4. Map.' 'Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 

• 6ther buildings. Indicate north. 

(over) 

Address l 5 l l Main Street 

Name Ashworth & Jones Factory 

Present use Industrial/conmercial 

Present owner 

3. Description: 

Date 

Vivian Sigel 
6 Birchwood Road 
Worcester 01609 

1870 (main section) 

* ' Source ©xterior date plaque 
elements of I t a l i a n a t e and  

;'• style' Second Empire' "•' . - " 

'Architect xmknown 

-'Exterior wall fabric b r i o k 

Outbuildings (describe)' a t t a c h e d Wing 

tdifer with Slate Other features 

mansard roof centered on facade of  
3-storey main section; recessed wal  
panels with corbelling; brackets 

3-storey addition early 20t;  
•Altered •/ to tower ' • Date century 

> • -T '^ . •:• •).^'• . • '•:<:) :•-
' ; . • -Date r- -•. Moved 

5. Lot size 

no 
Assessors' Book 15, p»I;3A 
Lot B 

One acre or less 

Approximate frontage . 

7.7 acres 
Over one acre 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

20» 
.—; • 3 , Lee — 

6. Recorded by_ 

' Drganization_ 

Date 

ed. B.R. Ffeiffer 

Wore* Heritage Pres. So« 

November 1977 

OTM 

^Tvr i~T r~rr~f 



77 Original owner (if known) Ashworth & Jones Company 

Original use ' woolen m i l l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates industr ia l /commercia l (present) 

8. Themes, (check as many as applicable) 

; Aboriginal • j. . , . . . ,, Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education . Religion 
Architectural Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts .r settlement invention 

.Commerce - Z Z I Z Industry x Social/ 
Communication _ Military humanitarian 
Community development x- Political Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Located on a section of Kettle Brook which had been used for textile 
manufacturing from the early nineteenth century, th© Ashworth &: Jones 
Factory i s among Worcester's finest examples of mid-nineteenth century 
industrial architecttire. The main section of the factory (section #1 on 
map) was built in 1870 and is a three-storey bi^ick structtire measuring 
50' in width by 170' in length. Characteristic of many mills built in 
Worcester between ca,l855 and the l880s (of which few examples remain) 
the Ashworth & Jones Mill has an entry/bell tower centered on i t s facade 
(north). This tower contains loading platforms (first three stories), 
name and date plaques, and a mansard roof with dormers. Walls of the 
original section are divided into bays by brick piers which rise to cor­
belled heads and a cornice supported by paired brackets. Except for a 
small brick addition on the northwest side of the tower and loading bays 
on it s west wall, this section of the mill i s essentially intact. Between 
1878 and 1886 one and two-storey additions were made northeast of the 
original mill. Employing the same system of bays (piers and corbelling) 
as the original mill, these additions (section #2 on map) may have contained 
some company offices. Between I886 and I896 further additions (section #3 
on map) were made, again employing the same brick construction as that of 
the original mill; although this second set of additions were only two 
stories high. Th© factory's most recent section (#k on map) dates from 
1900-1915,^^*d is of utilitarian brick construction, three stories high. 

Thomas Ashworth, who immigrated to th© United States in 18I|.5, operated 
one of the country's f i r s t shoddy mills in Holden, Massachusetts by 1856. 

(cont . ) 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

HydOp A.W. Woroestisr, I t s Past and Present , p . l l 3 » 

Washburn, C . G . I n d u s t r i a l Worcester, pp, 39-14-0 
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Property Name: Ashworth £ 
i^actorv 

z Jones 

Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued below. 

9, (Shoddy was a c l o t h made fvvm both new wool and wool reclaimed from 
old c l o t h ) . In 1861, Ashworth and Edward Jones formed a partnership 
and purchased a m i l l p r i v i l e g e on the K e t t l e Brook at Valley F a l l s 
(..the s i t e of the Present b u i l d i n g ) . By 1 66[{. a woolen m i l l b u i l d i n g 
on t h i s s i t e was being used f o r the manufacture of beaver cloth'= 
(a heavy woolen c l o t h , f e l t e d on one side, used p r i m a r i l y fior over­
coats). In 1670 the f i r m b u i l t the i n i t i a l section of the present 
factory (#1 on map) which was operated by Ashworth & Jones u n t i l 
the deaths of Ashworth (1882) and Jones (1885). a f t e r which the 
business was sold to E.D, Thajer, Thayer expanded the m i l l s (adding 
sections 2 and 3 on map) and manufactured woolens here u n t i l his 
death i n I907. In 1910 Thayer's heirs sold the business to George 
E. Duffy, who expanded the m i l l (adding section frk on map) and 
manufactured "overcoatings and Cloakings" here. 

During the factory's i n i t i a l development, i t served as the focal 
point of a small m i l l v v i l l a g e owned by Ashworth and Jones. 
Containing "a handsome mansion and nine tenements," i n 1886, t h i s 
v i l l a g e was sold to i n d i v i d u a l owners between 1586 and 1888, and 
during the mid-twentieth century has been alt e r e d beyond recognition. 
In addition to i t s v/e&l preserved m i l l b u i l d i n g s , the former 
AshV7orth k Jones Factory retains i t s m i l l pond (I87O) which 
supplied power to the o r i g i n a l f a ctory. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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