FORM B - BUILDING In Area ao. Form no.

MASS.ACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 1/3-B

Office Ol the Secretary, State House, Boston
1. Town Worcester

Ml 590 Address 1511 Main Street
Name Ashworth & Jones Factory

Present u= Industrial/conmercial
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number Vivian Sigel
Present owner 6 Birchwood Road

o Worcester 01609
3. Description:

Date 1870 (main section)

, *' Source Oxterior date plaque
F o< Roll 11 elements of Italianate and

e stylee Second Empire' "o . -

L .J

4. Map." 'Draw sketch of building location 'Architect xmknown
in relation to nearest cross streets and
e 6ther buildings. Indicate north. -'Exterior wall fabric briok

Outbuildings (describe)' attached Wing

Other features tdifer with Slate
nmansard roof centered on facade of
3-storey nmain section; recessedwal
panels with corbelling; brackets
3-storey addition early 20t;
*Atered + to tower ' « [ate century

e el .)'N. - l':<:) L
Moved no ' .e-Date —
5. Lot size Assessors' Book 15, p»l;3A
' Lot B 7.7 acres
One acre or less Over one acre

Approximate frontage .

Approximate distance of building from street
20»
—; . 3, Lee —

6. Recorded by €d. B R Ffeiffer
' Drganization_ WWre* Heritage Pres. Sx

Date Novenber 1977
O™

(over)

T i~T r~rr~f



77 Original owner (if known) Ashworth & Jones Company
Original use ' woolen mill

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates industrial/commercial (present)

8. Themes, (check as many as applicable)

. Aboriginal ej.. ., Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education . Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts r settlement invention
.Commerce - ZZ1Z Industry X Social/

Communication _ Military humanitarian

Community development X- Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Located on a section of Kettle Brook which had been used for textile
manufacturing fromthe early nineteenth century, th©Ashworth & Jones
Factory i s anong Wrcester's finest exanples of md-nineteenth century
industrial architecttire. Thenain section of the factory (section #1 on
nmap) was built in 1870 andi s a three-stor e?/.bl"mk strucftire neasuring
50" inwdth by 170' in length. Characteristic of many mlls builtin
Wrcester between ca, | 855 andthe | 880s (of which fewexanples remain)
the Ashworth & Jones M || has an entry/bell tower centered on it sfacade
(north). This tower contains |oading platforms (first three storles')],
nane and date plaques, and a mansard roof with dormers. Walls of the
ofr | PI nal section are divided into bays by brick piers which rise tocor-

bel ed heads and a corni ce supported by paired brackets. Except for a

smal | brick additionon the northwest side of the tower and | oadi ng bays

on its west wall, this section of the m|l| is essentially intact. Between
1878 and 1886 one and two-storey additions were nade northeast of the

or | ?| nal mll. Enploying the sane system of bays (piers and corbelling)

as the original mil, these additions (section #2 on nap) nay have contai ned

sone conpany of fices. Between 1886 and 1896 further additions (section #3
on nap) were nade, again enploying the sane brick constructionas that of
the original mll; although this second set of additionswere only two
stories hlgh. Th©factory's nost recent section (#k on nap) dates from
1900- 1915, **d i s of utilitarian brick construction, three stories high.

Thonas Ashworth, who immgrated toth©United States in 18|.5 operated
one of thecountry's first shoddy mlls in Hol den, lvassachusetts( by %856.
cont.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
HydOp A.W. Woroestisr, Its Past and Present, p.lI13»

Washburn, C.G. Industrial Worcester, pp, 39140



9,

inirtooAunUbtl Ib  rtiblUIULAL ~ LI>Mit>5i(IN 1(j,-ti
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name Ashworth £ Jones
2. I"actorv

Indi cate each item oninventory foimwhich i s being continued bel ow.

(Shoddy was a cloth made fvvm bot h newwool andwool reclaimed from
old cloth). 1 n1861, Ashworth and Edward Jones formed alpartnership
and purchased amill privilege on the Kettle Brook at Valley Falls
(..the site of the Present building). By 166{ awoolen mill building
on this site was being used for the manufacture of beaver cloth' =

(a heavy woolen cloth, felted on one side, used primarily fior over-
coats). 1 nl1670the firmhbuilt theinitial section of the present
factory (#1 on map) which was operated by Ashworth & Jones until

the deaths of Ashworth (1882) and Jones (1885). after whicht he

busi ness was sold t oE D Thajer, Thayer expanded the mills (adding
sections 2 and 3 on nap) and manufactured wool ens here until his
death i n1907. 1 n1910 Thayer's heirs sold the business t oGeorge
E. Duffy, who expanded the mi |l (adding section frk on map) and
manufactured "overcoatings and Cl oaki ngs" here.

~During the fact_or?/' s initial development, i tserved as thefocal
point of a small mill vvillage owned by Ashworth and Jones. _
Contai ning "a handsone mansion and nine tenements,” i n 1886, this

village was sold t oindividual owners between 1586 and 1888, and
during the md-twentieth century has been altered beyond recognition.
In addition toits v/iedl preservedmill buildings, the former
AshV7orth k Jones Factoryretains its mill pond (1870 which

supplied power tothe original factory.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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