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Built in 1924 in Tulsa's original business district,

the Tribune Building is similar in style, scale and mater-
ials to other 1920's structures that were constructed sev-
eral blocks to the south in what was to become the present
central business district. Designed as an efficient news-
paper plant, its large, elaborately detailed interior also
reflected the Tribune's importance to the growing commun-
ity.

The building's symmetrical exterior is organized into four
horizontal bands. The lower band, with its sixteen ar-
caded windows, forms the base. The central portion is
topped by a lintel, an entablature and a parapet wall. A
small tower at the center of the roof encloses the mechan-
ical system. The classical order of the building is further
delineated by brick pilasters and paired windows that em-
phasize the building's verticality.

The main lobby retains its terrazzo floor, marble wainscot-
ting and stairway, and dentiled molding. Original elevators,
call buttons and brass mailbox remain, as does the iron cat-
walk that surrounded second floor presses.

The John 3:16 Rescue Mission converted the printing press
area into a chapel with handcarved furniture and interior
detailing executed by a resident. The Tribune Building's
other spaces are presently used as dormitories and dining
rooms for the indigent.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Tribune Building is the only renovated building in
Tulsa's original business district. As headquarters for
the city's evening newspaper it provided a vital community
service for seventeen years.

Richard Lloyd Jones purchased Tulsa's first daily newspaper,
The Tulsa Democrat, formerly The New Era, in 1919. He re-
named it The Tulsa Tribune, and the paper was printed in a
small two-story building on land that was to become the site
of the present building. The modern plant, built in 1924
and expanded in 1929, was considered Oklahoma's largest and
most modern newspaper facility.

The building was the first in Oklahoma designed and built
as a newspaper plant. It introduced the '"gravity system,"
a method of newspaper production in use in the rest of the
nation, but previously untried in Oklahoma. The prepar-
ation of the daily paper began on the sixth floor and pro-
gressed down through press rooms and business offices on
the intermediate floors until it reached the printing
presses on the first floor.

The Tulsa Tribune moved into new quarters in 1942. The
building was unoccupied for several years before it became
a warehouse. It was adapted for use as a religious mission
in 1970. It provides social services for the area's large
indigent population and could become the cornerstone for
revitalization of Tulsa's oldest commercial district.
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