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The John Baughman House, built in 1847, is located two miles south of Stanford, Kentucky, 
on the former Stanford-Somerset Road (presently Ky. Hwy. 1247). The house sits ap 
proximately 800 feet southeast of the road and there is a long approach lined by ancient 
silver maple trees that leads to the house and then skirts to its west. The setting is 
admidst a gently rolling landscape and no other residences are visible from the site.

The Baughman House is a two-story, L-shaped Greek Revival dwelling of brick con 
struction. The facade (see photo 1) is five bays wide and there is a pedimented, tetrastyle 
portico with an unadorned entablature serving the central bay. The windows are double- 
hung sash with six-over-six panes and jack arches above, and a typically Greek frontis 
piece frames the entrance. The glass panes filling the transom and sidelights of the 
entrance are etched and frosted. At either gabled end of the main block is a chimney 
built flush with the wall.

The ell combines a two-story section and a one-story section (see photo 2). The latter, 
which serves as the kitchen, has lower flooring and a lower stone foundation (the 
remainder of the house has a brick foundation), and appears to have been the earliest 
portion constructed. One-story, shed-roofed porches on the rear of the block and the 
west side of the ell were enclosed with clapboarding in the early twentieth century. 
Also, a small frame room has been appended on the east side of the ell.

The central hall (see photo 3) contains a return staircase, and the staircase's newel 
and balustrade are quite low indicating that these are probably replacements. To 
either side of the ball is a parlor (see floor plan), and these rooms are of equal 
dimensions. Interior fittings of the west parlor, including a severe Greek Revival 
mantel, high baseboards, and pilastered opening frames were stained to a rich 
brown hue at an early date, and aprons below the windows were marblized.

The east parlor's mantel (see photo 4) is flanked by presses, and openings in this 
room are framed by shouldered architraves. Another press is in the dining room 
whose floor is six inches lower than those of the lateral block. The dining room also 
contains an enclosed staircase in its northeast corner. The kitchen, at the lowest 
level, retains a wide stone fireplace.

The second floor is composed of three chambers and a hall. Woodwork in the upper 
level is of a far simpler character than that below; baseboards are lower and the 
three mantels are of extreme simplicity.

The only early outbuilding remaining is a one-and-one-half-story log smokehouse 200 
feet behind the residence (see photo 5). The walls have been weatherboarded and the 
stone chimney's smokestack has been transformed to brick. The nominated property 
is a rectangular lot of ten acres, and the boundaries are designed to incorporate the 
smokehouse, the tree-lined lane, and the entire lawn around the residence that com 
mences 800 feet northward.
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The John Baughman House is architecturally significant as being among the least altered 
Greek Revival residences in Lincoln County, Kentucky. A formal setting is created by 
the 800-foot approach that is lined on either side by silver maples planted at the time 
of the house 1 s construction. Also retained is an early log smokehouse that is the only 
surviving element of a former complex of farm buildings.

The residence was built in 1847 for John Baughman whose father, Henry Baughman, had 
come with his family to Kentucky from Virginia in 1782 . En route, the elder Baughman 
was killed in an Indian massacre. The Greek Revival dwelling replaced a log cabin, 
and was inherited by Smith Baughman, John's son, and it remained in the possession 
of Baughman descendants until 1977 (Dunn, Historic Homes and Old Buildings of Lin 
coln County, pp. 24-25). The Baughmans established themselves as a prominent 
Lincoln County family one branch founding and operating a successful mill in nearby 
Stanford (see Baughman 1 s Mill and Stanford Railroad Depot Historic District, listed 
in the National Register of Historic Places March 29, 1978).

"Lincoln County was formed in 1790, and was one of the three original counties orga 
nized in the district of Kentucky by the legislature of Virginia" (Collins, History of 
Kentucky, Vol. II, p. 648). Agriculturally, the county has been productive. In the 
19th century Lincoln exported "horses, mules, cattle, hogs and wool; while wheat, 
corn, oats and rye.. .(were)...extensively cultivated" (Ibid., p. 648).

The John Baughman House is a fine example of a house-type once common in central 
Kentucky:

The I houses with a two-story portico were introduced into Kentucky at an 
early date. Construction of this type house flourished only between 1840 
and 1890, however. The freestanding portico on I houses is generally 
designed to shelter the doors found (often) at both levels, although it 
likely stems from Greek Revival influence. The roof of the portico may 
be gable shaped or it may be flat with a slight forward pitch. Because a 
central hallway is present in these buildings, it would not be improper 
to call this a subtype of the central hallway house (Montell and Morse, 
Kentucky Jolk Architecture, pp. 34-35).

(continued)
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Few changes have occured to the Baughman House. Modern conveniences have been 
unobtrusively installed on both levels, and porches on the rear have been enclosed. 
However, the order of rooms remains the same and virtually all original flooring 
and interior fittings are intact. The residence blends with an expansive lawn, ancient 
trees and a remaining early outbuilding to produce a vestige of the mid-l9th century 
in central Kentucky.


