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6:0a front stair hall
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6:4 exterior

Sketch Hap:

UM REFEREMCE 19 / 302-010 / 4676-360

USGS QUADRANGLE Holliston (now Medfield)
SCALE 1:25,000

FORM NO.
106

Town Sherborn on

Address. 128 Hollis street

Historic Nare Addington Gardner Hou:-

Use: Present Residence
Original Residence
DESCRIPTION

Date ca. 1730

Source Morse's History of Sherborn
Style . late 1st Peri'o!
Architect Unknown

Exterior Wdl Fabric clanboard
Outbuildings 2Qth c. garage/shed

Magor Alterations (with dates) Enlargec
2 cells deep, 18th c; rear ell add
ca. 1800; attached carriage shed, 1

century

Condition s fair

Mo Date N/A
Acreage 2.3 anrrps

Setting rincp ~n -rnar! ~Ar, Q Ko o-rK ai-,
rural setting, across gfreet froTii

Greek 'Revival house

Recorded by Nora Pat Small
Organization Boston University

Date August 1985
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SI GNI FI CANCE

The Addi ngton Gardner House retains integrity of location, material and
wor kmanship in itssurviving transitional First Period frame, making it
eligible under Criterion G The second floor longitudinal summer beans
represent an unusual Massachusetts fram ng option worthy of further

study.
EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Addington Gardner House is a 2 12 story, S-bay central chimey

cl apboarded structure now twd roons deep, although possibly one room deep
originally. The main facade has a block modillion cornice and a Colonial
Revival door surround surmounted by a projecting pediment. A c. 1800
1-story el | projects from the rear; a 12 story carriage shed is attached
to this. There is a doorway with a hipped-roof porch on the right gable

end.
MAQR FI RST PER D FEATURES

The combination of late First Period quirk-beaded longitudinal sumrer
beans on both floors and early Second Period finish in the front roons
seens to confirm the c¢. 1730 date. Both first floor front roons have
exposed, quirk-beaded longitudinal sumrer beans. The joist nails in the
floorboards above the right-hand room indicate joists that are 19" on

centers.

The second floor right chanmber has an exposed longitidinal sumer beam
that in the left chanber has a quirked bead. The roof is a principal
rafter with ridge pole system with braces in the end bays and at the two

chimey bay rafter sets.
OHER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

Early Second Period details in the first floor left room include
small-scale bolection molding at the fireplace opening, and three
raised-field panels with very, wide feather above the fireplace. The
| obby has a simple transitional stairway with no balusters and square
newel posts with turned knobs on top.

The second floor right front chanber has a small fireplace opening with
bolection molding and raised-fieldpaneling above the fireplace.

H STORI CAL | NFCRVATI ON
The house's long association with the Gardner family represents a

significant exanple of the broad pattern of multi-generation family farnms
in New England history. The house was probably built by Addington

Staple to Inventory form at bottnin
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Gardner, who came to Sherborn around 1730, a late date apparently
confirmed by the transitional stylistic evidence. Gardners farmed the
land until 1911, when the farm was sold to Ward J. Parks, a prominent
dairy farmer who held numerous town offices.

REFERENCES
Rev. Abner Morse, History of Serborn and Holliston.

Anne C. Shaughnessy, A Guide to Sherborn.
Maps of 1788, 1875 and 1889.

Staple to Inventory form at bott(In
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