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|7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

(Check One) 

client [~1 Good Q Fair |~1 Deteriorated Q Ruins [~j Uncx posed

(Check One> 

G Altered 6S Unaltered

(•Check OneJ 

G Moved (59 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Maggie L. Walker home at 110A East Leigh Street was built around 1909. It is 
a large two story brick residence with a quarter basement available for use. The walls of 
the home are painted dark red. The roof structure is modified mansard at the front of the 
residence. The remainder is flat with a slight slope for proper drainage. The roof is cov­ 
ered with slate on the mansard portion and heavy gauge tin on the remainder. A recent 
expert appraisal noted there were no leaks. Gutters and downspouts are galvanized with 
some in need of repairs. Double hung windows are features of the house except on the 
sun porch. The foundation is brick over poured concrete.

The residence has eighteen rooms with three and one-half baths. Interior floors are 
hardwood downstairs and solid pine upstairs. Bathroom floors and walls are of ceramic 
tile. Walls and ceilings of the interior are of plaster. The heating system is oil fired hot 
water. The boiler is located in the basement along with the gas fired hot water heater.

At the rear of the residence is a brick garage with four additional rooms above the 
garage. Between the garage and the residence is a two landing elevator shaft, with ele­ 
vator (Mrs. Walker, a paraplegic, used this elevator). The residence and garage cover 
the entire 33 foot X 136 foot lot with the exception of a four foot side alley on the east 
side of the residence from the street to the garage.

The neighborhood is currently fifty percent residential, but is moving toward general 
business. The Walker home is within three blocks of the former Saint Luke Penny Savings 
Bank and both are near Broad Street, Richmond's main thoroughfare, and within six blocks 
of Richmond's ($24,000,000) Coliseum.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Maggie Lena Walker was born July 15, 1867, in Richmond, Virginia. She was 
the daughter of an ex-house slave, Elizabeth Draper, and of a northern abolitionist 
author, Ecles Cuthbert. As a child she attended the public schools of Richmond and 
in 1883 she graduated from Richmond's Armstrong Normal School. Later she enrolled 
in post high school courses in accounting and in salesmanship. This part-time additiona 
study was undertaken during the three years she was employed as a public school teache

Mrs. Walker became intensely active in church and fraternal work early in life. 
At the age of eleven she was a member of the First African Baptist Church. During her 
high school years she worked as an agent for an insurance company. She also joined 
the Grand United Order of Saint Luke which had been founded in 1867 as a fraternal, 
cooperative, and insurance venture for blacks.

Following her marriage in 1886, Mrs. Walker devoted her efforts to the rearing of 
two sons and to the promotion of the Independent Order of Saint Luke, whose executive 
secretary-treasurer she became in 1899.

Through capable and dynamic leadership Mrs. Walker moved the organization that 
was once near failure to a position of leadership among black fraternal orders. It was 
stated of Mrs. Walker's achievement in Notable American Women, 1607-1960:

In twenty-five years the organization grew from 57 
local chapters to 1,500, from 3,400 members to over 
50,000 from an indebtedness of some $400.00 to assets 
of nearly $400,000 from a single clerk working in anti­ 
quated quarters to a staff of fifty in a modern four story 
office building.

In 1903 Mrs. Walker led the order into the banking business with the establishment 
of the Saint Luke Penny Savings Bank, thus becoming the first American woman known 
to establish and head a bank. She was president of the bank until 1930 when she be­ 
came chairman of the board of directors, serving in that capacity until her death, De­ 
cember 15, 1934.
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3. SIGNIFICANCE - page two

Through her direction the bank survived the stringent regulations imposed by the State 
of Virginia in 1910 and subsequent years. In 1931 the Saint Luke Bank and Trust Company, 
the Second Street Bank and Trust Company, and the Mechanics Bank and Trust Company 
merged to form the Consolidated Bank and Trust Company. The Saint Luke Bank, which was 
the most stable of the three, became the core of the new institution. It is significant that 
this bank was one of those that withstood the impact of the depression.

Despite the heavy demands made on her time by the bank, Mrs. Walker remained in­ 
tensely active with the Independent Order of Saint Luke. She was founder and president of 
the Richmond Council of Colored Women, guiding this council in a drive to raise thousands 
of dollars to assist the Virginia Industrial School for Colored Girls. Her fund-raising ener­ 
gies were also used on behalf of the black tuberculosis sanatorium at Burkeville, Virginia. 
In Richmond she worked for the establishment of a black community center and for better 
health care for blacks, while serving on the boards of civic and educational institutions.

Maggie Lena Walker is of national historical significance because she was the first 
woman known to be president of an American bank. Through her leadership and sound bank­ 
ing principles she made St. Luke a formidable black bank which survived new State banking 
regulations of 1910 and the Great Depression of the 1930s. She was also the founder of the 
Richmond Council of Colored Women.
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