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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines

for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not eMsplicable.” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and sutxsategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property

historic name Somerviiie Theatre (preferred)
other names/site number Hobbs Building

2. Location

street & number Ravi*; Sqijare I*g/flot for publication
city, town SnmprviH P NMA T vicinity
state Massachusetts code county MiHrilP«;Px Zip code 02143

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
fx] private fx! building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
| Ipublic-local I | district > I buildings
| 1public-State | Isite o' - sites
| I public-Federal I | structure structures

I | object objects

Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Somerviiie MRA listed in the National Register Q

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the prepery LAjmeets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

1
Signatureofcenﬁéu‘él\tx&utive Di~rfctor, Massachusetts Historical Coniibasion,
State Hidifvnaofficaiesxevation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Parle Service Certification

I, hereby, certify that this property is: Entered the
entered in the National Register. national Begts™
n See continuation sheet.

| ldetermined eligible for the National
Register. |  See continuation sheet.

| ldetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

I I removed from the National Register.
HU other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



Somerviiie Theatre,

6. Function or Wse

Historic Functions (enter_categories, from Instructions)
Recreation and Quiture / Theatre

Cnmerce / Specialty Store, Ofice

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Neo-classical Revival

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Somerviiie, M\

Current Functions (epter categories from instructions)
Recreation and Culture / Theatre

CnmprrP / Spprialty stnrp

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation
walls Rrirk; <;tnnp

roof
other

This three-story Mderne comercial building, built in1914, issimlarin
style and size tothe fewremining structuresof its agestill standingi n

Davis Square. The nunerous uses,

inaddition tothe theatre, for whichthe

building was designed Include a bowing alley, cafe, shops, offices and
meeting roons, a plan nore conplex than that for the other five theatres built
in Somerviiie. This sole survivor of the vaudevilleerain Sonerviiie is also
the ol dest theatrebuilt explicitly as a movie house i nthe Boston area and
was the prototype for Dorchester's |andmark Strand Theatre of 1918 designed by

the sane architects.

The exterior of theSonerviiie Theatre i s sonewhat altered althoughnot
irreversibly. Only two of the original eight storefronts arestill in use.
The others aregutted and their doors and wi ndows sealed from inside. Wndow
openings originally blank are nowi n use and t he sash have been replaced over
the years, but there i s no change i neither shape or nunber of openings. The
original marquee i s gone as i s a | arge placque, roof flagpole, and sone

ornanents from the cornice and parapet

over thetheatre entrance.

The Interior of thetheatre has been sadly neglected, but also does not appear
to be irreversibly altered. The small |obby, typical of avaudevillehouse
wher e the audi ence cane and went, has suffered the nost change, probablyi n

the 1960s. V@od paneling and tile sections have been applied over the walls
and a dropped ceiling suspended from the original, which is a geonetric tile
mosai c i n blue with bands of silver and gold echoing the floor, atile mosaic

in white with bands of red and bl ack.

The theatre interior was originally

decorated i na mxed 19th century style, pastel floral medallions with
cherubs, and Art Deco/ Azt ec geonetries were added, probably in 1932. The

current schene i s atan and gilt

background highlighted by green triangles,

red circular shapes, and black lines and i s very unusual. The nol ded plaster

of the prosceniumisredandygilt,

and the vertical accents of the exterior of

the boxes and bal cony arepicked out i nred and green. The balcony still has
its original rose brocade panels on the walls andits original half-nmon wood

and gl ass doors |eading t othe |obby.

The narrow stage i s still framed by red

velvet curtains, and a | arge novie screen forns the rear wall. Aside from
these cosnetic changes, a fewmnor structural changes have al so occurred,
probably in 1932 the lower boxes on both sides of the stage were renoved and

fx| See continuation sheet
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the orchestra pit covered over to provide nore seating. Qherwse, t he
interior i sintact.

These changes have not affected the theatre's marvel ous acoustics or its
virtually unobstructed sightlines. (Afewseats i ntherear of the mezzanine
are blocked by the colums that support the balcony.) These slight
alterations probably occurred i n1932, when the theatrerevertedtobeing a
movi e house andlive shows were no | onger produced.

(continued)
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Sonerviiie

8. Statement of Significance

Theatre, Somerviiie, M

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| Inationally
Applicable National Register Criteria [XI1A | 1B fXlc

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) QC
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions)
Architecture

nner ce

Grmuni ty Panning and Devel opnent
Entertai nnent

Performing Afts

Significant Person
N/A

| Istatewide fX] locally
| 1D
« £ I 1G
Period of Significance
1914-

Cultural Affiliation ,
N/A

Architect/Builder
; Funk and Wilcox

Significant Dates

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Sonerviiie Theatre is significant for the public benefit i t has brought,
*andisstill bringing, toSomerviiie ingeneral and Davis Square i n

particular. A neighborhood resource with a continuing coomtnent tothe arts,
tssize remining inafive mle radius
outside of Boston. As a cultural resource thetheatre has been the site of a
tainment from it sinception and today
stands al one as a representative of the eraof Somerville's greatest growth
and itshistory of culture and performance.

It isthe only performance hall of i

combi nation of novies and live enter

The Somerviiie Theatre retains integ

rity of location, design, setting,

materials, feeling, and association andfulfills National Register Criteria A
and Conthe Local level. |tmets Criterion Aas areflection of the
suburbani zation of the Davis Square area of Sonmerviiie and the evol utionof
local entertainment from silent novies and vaudeville t oa stock theater to,

most recently, movies and concerts.

The buil dingmeets Criterion Cas

an

exanpl e of anearly 20th century vaudeville theatre with a significant Art

Deco and Aztec-inspired interior,

The devel opment of Davis Square i s typical of Somerville's growth, which

paral l el ed the devel opnent of the railroad.

The city began | osing itsrural

character in 1843 when the first tracks of the Fitchburg Railroad were |aid.

Gradual Iy, pasture land, market gardens, and country estates gave wayt o

own commercial centers. Davis Square was

; the estate of Person Davis, a grain nerchant, and was suburbani zed by the twin
pressures of, first, the Boston & Maine Railroad Arlingtonline, which came

residential subdivisions with their

through in 1870 and then the com ng

converted the area tothetransportationhub of a streetcar suburhb.

of the electric streetcar i n 1889,

whi ch

Thi s

trend isstill ineffect today as evidenced by t heopening of the Davis Square
SQubway station in 1984 within 50 feet of the Iocationof the original

Mai ne station.

fxISee continuation sheet

Boston &



9. Major Bibiiographlcai References

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
I Ipreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested
| previously listed in the National Register
| previously determined eligible by the National Register
| designated a National Historic Landmark
1 recorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #
| Irecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property | ess than one acre

UTM References

A LLis) I3I?iRI?i?inl |4i6l1qiRl«ininl
Zone Easting Northing
C J L 1:1.1.. 1

Verbal Boundary Description

B

D

nn See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:

fx| State historic preservation office

| 1 Other State agency

| |Federal agency

I I Local government

I I'University

« other

Specify repository:
Massachusetts Historical

L
Northing
J L [

Zone Easting

| | See continuation sheet

Commission

Geeupies entire | ot and i s bounded on the north by Boston and Mine railroad station,
Dover Street tothe south, MechamRoad on the west, and Hlland Street tothe east.

Boundary Justification

[ ISee continuation sheet

Boundaries follow property lines and are those historically associated wth the

subj ect property

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Betsy FripHhprn, NR Dirertnr

street & number. 80 Boylston Street
city ortomn  Boston

Wil-h
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission

fhp Smnprvillp H~”es~Anrrepa”

| | See continuation sheet

rnmmi ggi r»n

date October 1989
telephone 617-727- 8470
state MA zip code.

02116
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As the city grew, centralized conmercial squares devel oped within

nei ghborhoods. The Somerviiie Theatre is the culmnation of the

suburbani zation of Davis Square. Built by Joseph 0. Hobbs, a | ocal

busi nessman, i n 1914, thetheatre provided comercial, recreational, and
cultural uses tothe community. The availability of public transportation
nade the appeal of thetheatre broad based. The Somerviiie was the first
theatre built exclusively toshowsilent nmovies i nconjunctionwth vaudeville
shows. |t sopening year was successful but a denand for |ive performance | ed
to i tsconversion as a stock house in 1915, For the following seventeen
years, the theatre produced a steady stream of plays ranging from comedi es
(Charley's Aunt) tonusicals (Leave i ttoJane) toserious drama (Wy Vidnen
Leave Hone). Busby Berkeley acted, directed, and tried out his radical

chor eography here before going t oHollywod. Nationally recognized artists
such as Tal lul ah Bankhead and Francis X Bushnman appeared i n productions as
did local performers like the Corbett sisters. Kate Smth nade her debut here
at the age of 18.

By 1932, the Depression had taken itstoll, and stock being no |onger
profitable, thetheatre, under the direction of the Viano famly, closed
briefly and reopened as a notion picture theatre, again mrroring events

el sewhere i nthe greater Boston area. The Sonerviiie Theatre has been
continuously inuseas acultural resource since 1914 and this tradition
continues today with the current theatre operator's progranmng of films and
live perfomance.

A (end)
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Addr ess
79- 83 Br oadway
81 Broadway

303 Broadway

306 Broadway

318 Broadway

707 Broadway

1156 Broadway

55 Davi s Square
(Hobbs Bui | di ng)

138 O oss

50 Day St.

151 Hghland Av.

156 H ghland Av.

372 Sonerviiie Av

4 Uni on Square

Wrren Ave/ nr Bow
8 Wrren Ave.

SOMERV LLE S THEKTEBS - EARL? 2010 (ENILRY

Nane Years (perating* Current Dse

Hurst's Broadway 1916 - 1920 retail/warehousing
Br oadvay 1924 ? - 1940 +

(1850 seats per Sanborn nap, 1928)

Capi t ol 1940 + Star Mkt. pkg. | ot
Pearson' s 1918 - 1920 + vacant | ot

Wnter Hill 1924 ? - 1933 +

(Qid Fellows Hall on Sanborn nap, 1928)

Br oadvay 1910 - 1914 storefronts/|odge
Wnter Hill 1915 - 1917 used as ni ghtclub?
(building, not theater on Sanborn nap, 1928

Bal| Square 1924 7 - 1940 + smal | storefront?
(per  Sanborn nap, 1928 - entrance i nSonerviiie, theatrein
Medf ord - now parking |ot)

Teel e Square 1924 ? - 1940 + storage

Sonerville 1914 - present novi e & concert
theatre

(Sanerville) Qpheum 1918 - 1940 + punbling supplier

formerly church

Day Street dynpia 1914 - 1933 + City parking Iot
Lowes E MDavis . 1940 +

Central 1924 ? - 1940 + H ghland Bottle
Redenpt i on Center

H ghl and Ave. 1918 - 1920 ? < ﬁnlt Ihony' s Function
a
(Knights of ol unbus buil ding, per Sanborn nap, 1928)

Star ' 1908 - 1914 Petrosillos' bldg.?
(building but not theater on Sanborn nap of 1928)

Uhi on Squar e 1914 - 1920 + pkg. [ ot

Strand 1925 - 1933 +

A ynpi a 1914 - ? Goodyear pkg. |ot
Uhi on Sguar e 1924 - 1933 +

(closed per 1928 Sanborn nap)

sbased on City Directories: 1905 - 1940 (mssing years: 1921-1923, 1934-1939)
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Thematic G oup
Nane Somerviiie MPS
State M ddl esex County, MASSACHEETTS
Noni nati on/ Type of Revi ew .. Dat e/ Si gnat ure :
71,  Tufts, Peter and Oliver® Hous| ™ A| MAeper
National 8e.:lst r Attest
72. Warren.H., Houss Su'il*"BwSt.r fanrap"A y/dA9
Attest
73. West Somerviiie Branch Library y.eepe VA
ilDtered in tha
offaticnai jje fltar Attest
74, W lliams, Charles, House . Nb «"""eepe
Attest
y*- 75. Wllians, Charles, Jr., House ATV P,
Substantive Revl QuV-/
Attest
76, WrlTams, ¥ @&, House ENterer! In +iia  °gitper _/
Attest
’ ’ National  Refrl,;t&r 5
Attest
A
78. Wright House —AIA/
Attest
"AYyMIS. Watt, George, House A“ubsiaal-ive R
Attest'
80. Somerviiie Theatre Keeper
*rali liiiil [--n P—*ff*»"»'A In tS?
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Decenber 19, 1989

Carol Shull

Nati onal Register of Historic Places
Departnent of thelnterior :
National Park Service

PO Box 37127

Washi ngton, OC 20013- 7127

Dear M. Shull:
Encl osed pl ease find the follow ng nom nations:

Sonerviiie Theatre, 55 Davis Square, Somerviiie (M ddlesex County),
Massachuset ts;

The Vendone and the St. Ives (HRCA #s 11136MA and 11137MB), 17-19 and 21-23
Chandl er Street, Wrcester (Wrcester County) Massachusetts.

There has been no ovner objections forthe above nentioned properties.

The nom nations have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have
been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notified
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before theneeting and
were afforded the opportunity tocomment. Comments received to date are
attached to thenomnationform

ely,

[ "cy
Ane E Tait

Acting National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Encl osure:

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michad J. Connolly, Secretary



