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In 1880 Vale Thielman purchased three lots in what was already the town of 
Parker. It was on one of these lots that Mr. Thielman decided to build a 
brick home. Construction began on June 23, 1883.

The present two-story, truncated hip roof structure contains elements of several 
styles which were popular during the Victorian era in the late nineteenth 
century. Despite the later intrusion of a brick enclosed porch on the first story, 
the front facade was obviously a tree-bay design. Corbelled brick segmental caps 
and the regular rhythm of the three second-story front windows may be a late 
Italianate carry-over. Bracketing under the eaves and in the peak of the 
gable dormer covering the two-story bay projection on the west side are motifs 
common to Stick, Queen /Vnne, and Eastlake traditions. Metal finials at the 
corners of the roof deck may once have been connected by metal cresting.

To the rear, there is at least one addition, and possibly a second, to the 
original cubic design. Possibly an add-on, but certainly contemporary with the 
dormered bay on the side, the eaves of a 1 1/2 story gable-roof extension are 
fitted with ornamental braces. More obviously inconsistent with the house's 
overall design is a one-story pyramid-roof segment; its smaller door and flat- 
headed double sash window are unlike the corbel!ed-brick treatment of all 
other doors and windows. An inside chimney rises from the rear of the house's 
"cottage roof" over k the rear facade.

Distinctive as the exterior of the Thielman-Stoddard house is, the ornamental 
fixtures Within make the property still more significant. The glazed-and- 
panelled front door, screen door, and stair rails and newel were ordered from 
catalogs of late nineteenth-century architectural details; the ornate ceiling 
fixtures and globe lights may have come from a similar source. Other original 
elements have been retained in place or kept by the owners.
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The Theilman-Stoddard House is primarily significant for its architectural qualities. 
The house and land also derive an additional degree of significance from association 
with early pioneers of Turner County and individuals important in the development of 
Parker.

Vale P. Thielman, along with several other families moved from Swan Lake to the 
newly established railroad town of Parker. Mr. Thielman purchased the land on which 
the house sits from G.W. Sanborn in January, 1880. Thielman and others like him moved 
to Parker to take advantage of the opportunities made available by the arrival of 
the railroad. Thielman operated the first abstract business in Turner County, he 
was mayor of Parker, served in the territorial legislature and was the first state 
senator from Turner County.

In December, 1881 Thielman opened a brickyard in Parker and he contracted with 
John Gehrig to make 600,000 brick. He hoped that the availablility of this new 
building material would prompt the construction of new brick structures, both in 
Parker and other surrounding towns. He decided he would begin this building boom 
by constructing a large new palatial residence, built with brick from-his own 
brickyard. The construction began on June 23, 1883 and Thielman contracted with 
Dibble and Son, a local builder to build his new home. The Thielman family moved into 
the home in December, 1883 and the property was appraised for $4,200.00 for tax 
purposes, a considerable sum in 1883. The home is the first brick house in Turner 
County.

Willis R. Wood, Thielman's partner in the abstract business and C.W. Davis, another 
prominent Parker citizen, purchased the home in 1895. They also bought his abstract 
land and loan business in Parker. The house passed through several hands until it 
was sold to Mrs. Lillie L. Stoddard in 1904. Lillie Stoddard was the wife of K.B. 
Stoddard, one of the earliest pioneers in Turner County. K.B. Stoddard was the brother 
of W.H. Stoddard, a prominent figure in the County and three time state senator. 
Ownership passed to K.B. Stoddard's daughter in 1953 and the home was purchased by 
the present owners, the Cliff Blanchard's in 1966.

With its historic associations, early construction date and variety of nineteenth- 
century stylistic elements, the Thielman-Stoddard house is one of Parker's proudest 
cultural assets.
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