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1. Name
historic Joseph Lothrop'House
! r— Ny
and/or common same
2. Location E tJ - t
street & number 208 Turnpike Road not for publication
city, town WAMrAMATiIgh re y  vicinity of congressional district third
state M assachusetts code 025 county Worcester code 027
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public A occupied agriculture museum
2?2 building(s) A private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process AN yes:restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner of Property
name Bergson Ice cream and Food Shops
street & number 208 Turnpike Road
city, townWestborough vicinity of state Mass.. 01581

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester county Registry of Deeds, Worcester County Courthouse
street & number 2 Main street, Room #2

city, town Worcester state Mass. 01608

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

inventory of theHistoric Assets of
title t he commonweal t h #4 has this property been determined elegible? yes no

date November, 1978 federal state county local
depository for survey records M assachusetts Historical Commission

city, town294 Washington Street, Boston state M assachusetts



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X excellent deteriorated unal tered origina site
good ' ruins N altered A noved  date
fair unexposed

Descri be the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Joseph Lothrop House i s |ocated at the southeast corner of the Boston-Worcester
Turnpi ke (Route 9) and Park Street. Although still on itsoriginal lot, the house was
noved back (south) approximtely 50-100 feet in 1931 to allow the widening of Route 9.

Original House; The Lothrop House is a square-plan. Federal style house to which additions
have been nade along the south wall and at the southeast corner. | trests ona concrete

bl ock foundation, i s covered with clapboards, and is enclosed by a hip roof covered with
wood shingles, through which the house's twin interior chimeys rise. Trim of the
original sectionconsists of narrow cornerboards, noulded cornices and noul ded wi ndows
surrounded with louvred shutters. Al |l sash inthis sectionis 12/12. The facade which faces
Route 9 contains a center entry flanked by two wi ndows on.each side at the first storey
and five windows, symmetrically placed,at the second storey. The entry contains a door

of six panels flanked by- sidelights and surnounted by.an elliptical fanlight. Framng

the entry are two narrow pilasters which support an entablature. The west wall contains
four wi ndows at each storey, grouped i npairs,reflecting interior roomarrangement. The

east wall is identical to the west wall, except that the southernmost w ndow of the first
storey has been covered by a one-storey addition. Also, centeredon the first storey of
the east wall is a doorway consisting of a six sunken panel door set in a nmoul ded
architrave.

The rear wall of the original structure is largely obscured by later additions; the
only visible portion contains three windows on the easten three-fifths of the second storey
and a gabled twentieth century dormer on the roof.

Additions; Extending from the southeast corner of the original sectionof the house is
a one-storey addition with a gabled roof and two wi ndows and a door on itsnorth wall.
This addition connects to a one and one-half storey pavilion which has a hip roof and
cupola. The facade of the pavilion (north) is framed by nmatched boarding which forns
two blind elliptical arches with keystones. Each arch isfilled inwith clapboarding
and dne tripartite window. This pavilion was remnodelled to its present appearance in
the mid-twentieth century; prior to renovationthe structure was a Queen Anne style
carriage house.

At the southwest corner of the original sectionis a two-storey wing set on a con-
crete block foundation and having a flat roof. Fenestrationof this sectionis irregular
with 12/12 windows. This wing seens likely to have been added i n the twentieth centircy
and has been extensivelyrenmodelled to containrestaurant kitchens.

Connecting the trwowings is a one-storey addition containinga pxablicdining room
which was added for the use of the building's present occupant. This addition covers
the first storey of the rear wall of the Lothrop House, but is structurally separate from
the Lothrop House.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation "w science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture * «rya” education military social/
1700-1799 art . engineejring music humanitarian
~1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communication's > industry politics/government X transportation
" invention ot her (specify)
Specific dates 1825 Bui I der/Architect Builders unknown

St at ement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Joseph Lothrop House possesses integrity of location, design, materials and work-
manship as wel | as historical association with theearly devel opnent of Vst i or ough.

Located i ntheoriginal eighteenth centiary town center, itsfine Federal detail is re-
presentative of this area's major period of significance. Although Westborough was
established as atown i n1717, there was little stimulus for growth until theopeningof

the Boston-Worcester Turnpike (Route 9) i n1810. The installation of theBoston-Al bany
Railroad i n1834, however, curtailed devel opment and shifted t hetown center southward.
The Lothrop House remains as an inmportant exanple of this early period of prosperity.

Evi dence from deeds, Lothrop's comercial vent\ires, and stylistic features suggest a
construction date of ca. 1825 for this house. [Itsoriginal owner, Joseph Lothrop and hi s
brother-in-law Nathan Fisher, opened Wstt)orough's first retail store at that time i n an
addition t oFisher's house (potential NR). Later, thet:wopened a thread factory on
Fisher's property and were thefirst manufacturers in Westborough t ouse steam power.

The high quality of thelothrop and Fisher houses reflects their owners' standing within
the comunity.

The Lothrop House i simportant i na regional ,sence, showing t heinpact whichthe
Bost on-Worcester Turnpi ke had on t hecomunities which i ttraversed. |t i sone of the
few buildings remaining along itslength which remain toindicate thewealth whichthe
turnpi ke brought.



9. Major Bibliographical References

DeForest s Bates. The History of Westborough. Vest+>orough, Mass.: Town of
West bor ough, 1891.
fjptteli: MHMTunrg)Mi ASANT°ASO8M, Ananenen Ant Massachusetts. 1830.

Commenor ati ve Bookl et of Westborough. 1967. {250th Anniversary of founding).

10. Geographical Data UM NOT' VERHED

Acreage of nominated property less than one acre m m— \m
1:24000

Quadrangle n.m. Shrewsbury
UMT References Quadrangle scale
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Verbal boundary description and justification
Lot 66A shown ofi Wesli)orough Assessors' Mg #27 - see attached

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Candace Jenkins, National Register, Coordinator with
nameftite Mrs. Constance Keller & B.R. Pfeiffer, Westborough Historical Commission

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date November 1979
dreet & number 294 Washington Street telephone  (617) 727-8470
city or town Bostx>n gae Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national X state /\. local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

titte Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission date

For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date 3/Z7n

""deeper National Register

Attest: date  Mi"k\$0
Chief of Otegtatratton

GPO 938 835


















ljoH M off Ao*h  tiirosch

Neison ~ce Crtam &”™ Vood Shops, Anc.

United States Department of thelnterior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Washington, DC 20240

February 12, 1980

Re: 661
Joseph Lothrup House

Dear Ms. Shull;

Thank you for your letter of February 8, 1980 regarding
nom nations for listing i ntheNational Register of Historic
Pl aces.

V¢ feel privileged t o have our property be considered for
this honor. The Joseph Lothrup House enconpasses nuch of
the criteria used for your evaluations. Especiallythe
location and setting, architectural structure, materials and

wor kmanship. The visability of thehouse and i t snew use as
a restaurant enables one t o peruse theinteriors as well

V¢ feel thequality maintenance program that our Corporation
insists upon will keep theJoseph Lothrup House an outstanding
exanple of historic places and we would wel come your favored
decision.

Sincerely,

Eric B. Pearson
President
Bergson | ceCream & Food Shops, | nc.

EBP: eg

HOME OFFICE/ BOSTON-WORCESTER TURNPIKE/P.O. BOX 546/WESTBOROUGH, MASS. 01581 /366-9254
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ENTR ES | N THE NATI ONAL REG STER
STATE ~ MASSACHUSETTS

Date Entered )“27Q:h
Name Location
Lot hrop, Joseph, House Shrewsbury

Wor cester County

Second O Shea Bui | di ng Peabody
Essex County

Al'so Notified

Honor abl e Paul Tsongas

Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honor abl e Joseph D Early Ms. Patricia L. Weslowski
Honor abl e Ni chol as Mavroul es Executive Director, Massachusetts

Hi storical Conmm ssion
294 \Washi ngton Street
Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

NR Byers/bjr 4/ 2/ 80
For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



