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Located on a ridge overlooking Lizard Creek, the site is the
burial plot for the Coffin family and people associated with the
farm. Originally, each burial had a separate stone marker, but
after Coffin's death, the markers of the Coffin family were
incorporated into a concrete wall. The graves of those not part
of the family remain outside the wall. 1In total, seven graves
are located on the plot. In 1948, the site was enclosed within
a chain link fence.

The old Coffin home remains directly to the west of the burial
site. It has undergone great changes over the years and about
one half of it has been torn down. The half that remains is
in very poor condition, is uninhabited, and has little left
which might merit recognition.

Local informants report that no other structures remain in the
area from Coffin's career. Hope Hall (see #8) burned down
around 1900; an octagonal barn on the farm property collapsed
about ten years ago. The Railroadmen's Retirement Home in
Highland Park, Illinois, founded by Coffin, was razed in the
early 1960's.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The site is the burial place of Lorenzo S. Coffin, a highly successful
farmer, leader in the development of Iowa agriculture, and leading
humanitarian reformer of the late 19th century. Born in New Hampshire
in 1823, he traveled west to Ohio, where he attended Oberlin College

and later taught in Chester, Ohio, where James A. Garfield, the future
president, was his student. In 1854, he moved to Webster County, Iowa,
where he established Willowedge, Farshow place farm. He was one of the
first to introduce blooded sheep, hogs, and cattle into the state. He
was one of Iowa's pioneer farm editors, served as a member of the ITowa
State Fair Board, was president of the Iowa Stock Breeders Association,
the first president of the Iowa Farmers' Alliance, one of the initiators
of the Farmers Protective Association established to fight the farm
equipment monopolies, an early leader in the establishment of Farmers ™
mutual insurance companies, and he was an early promoter of agricultural
extension education. On the National level, he was permanent treasurer
of the National Dairy and Food Association.

In addition to his agricultural interests, Coffin served as immigration
agent for the State and served as Railroad Commissioner for lowa.
Coffin's most noteworthy accomplishments were in social reform and
industrial safety. He took up the cause of railroad safety, and per-
sonally lobbied through state and national legislation which was credited
with saving 30,000 railroad workers from death or injury annually. He
established the Railroadmen's Temperance Movement, was a leader in the
Railroadmen's YMCA movement, and was instrumental in establishment

of the RRmen's Retirement Home in Highland Park, Illinois, serving

as president of the Board of Directors from 1890-1916.

Coffin was president of the Iowa Anti-Saloon League, Prohibitionist
candidate for governor in 1906, and the United Christian Party's candi-

date for vice-president in 1908. He was associated with Maude Ballington
Boothe in the Prison Volunteer League, a prison reform movement, and
established Hope Hall on his farm as a half-way house alternative to the
state prison. Later, he established a home for unwed mothers under the WCTU.

In 1947, his burial plot was acquired by the Brotherhood of Railroad-
men to be maintained as a memorial to Coffin and his efforts.
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