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The Carson Valley Improvement Club (C.V.I.C.) Hall, located in the town of 
Minden, Nevada, was erected betweeen May and October of 1912. Described as 
"one of the finest halls and club rooms in the state of Nevada" by a local paper, 
the hall has continually served the residents of Minden and Carson Valley as a 
center for social and community affairs since its grand opening dance the night 
of November 15, 1912. Situated at the edge of the commercial district, the two 
story brick building represents a vernacular style with simplified Classical Revival 
elements. The building retains a very high degree of integrity.

Oriented to the North, the C.V.I.C Hall occupies a county-owned parcel (AP//25-200-39), 
located on the south side of Esmeralda Avenue - the main commercial street in Minden. 
The parcel is rectangular, with 75 feet of frontage and a depth of 105 feet, and is 
located in Sect. 32, T13N, R20E, M.D.B.&M. Surrounding uses include residential as 

well as commercial.

The two story brick building is rectangular in shape, 50 x 105 feet, and contains 
approximately 7, 270 sq. ft. The exterior walls are structural brick masonry, laid 
in an American Bond style, with seven stretcher, courses for each tie course. The 
building rests on a concrete footing and stem wall foundation. All windows and doors 
are wood framed, and the windows are double hung sliding sash. The roof is a low 
pitched hip. The semi-elliptical arched double door entry with a fan tympanum forms 
the central motif for the bilateral symmetry of 1 the front facade. The cornice of the 
parapet walls is accented by projecting rowlock brick work, as are the window sill 
courses. Additional areas of herringbone brick patterns accent the facade on the 
second story. The variety of brick work reflects a high degree of craftsmanship and 
creates a pleasing yet not overstated formality!.

The interior of the building is composed of a large hall terminating in a full width 
stage. The main hall is reached through a small; foyer flanked by kitchen and restroom 
facilities. The second story is composed of an additional kitchen, a meeting room, 
and a balcony overlooking the hall and stage. The second story is reached by modest 
exposed stairways on either side of the main hall.

Alterations to the building have been minimal and include the bricking in of three of 
the original window openings, the installation of a modern heating and cooling plant 
in the basement necessitiated the construction of an exterior brick chimney at the 
rear of the building, and the installation of a dropped ceiling in the main hall to 
accomodate the duct work. Alterations also include the construction of a ticket booth 
between the foyer and the main hall.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Carson Valley Improvement Club (C.V.I.C.) Hall is significant to the town of 
Minden, and the Carson Valley as a whole as a focal point of community activities. 
The costs of construction were raised by the public sale of 1,000 subscriber shares 
valued at $10.00 each. The land was donated by the H.F. Dangberg Land and Live Stock 
Company. The Dangbergs were significant property owners and ranchers in the Carson 
Valley. The Hall provided a facility for large social gatherings and community celebrations 
as well as activities such as town meetings and voting headquarters. Built of regionally- 
produced red brick in a vernacular Classicized style, we believe that the building is 
eligible under Criteria A and C. As a significant gathering place for the citizens of 
Minden, Gardnerville, and Douglas County, it has made a contribution to the evolution 
of the Carson Valley. As a distinctive type of architecture with a high degree of 
integrity, the building is also significant.

The town of Minden was created as a result of the southerly extension of the Virginia and 
Truckee Railway. Because of the prohibitive costs of land in the town of Gardnerville, 
the railway terminated two miles north on land donated by the Dangberg family. The 
railway terminus then became the basis for the "planned community" of Minden. Famed 
Nevada architect Frederick J. DeLongchamps designed many of its buildings. The C.V.I.C. 
Hall was one of the first major buildings erected in the new town.

The town of Minden has never been incorporated, but has derived its status and maintained 
its integrity through a succession of organizations, all of which were housed in the 
C.V.I.C. Hall. Beginning with the Carson Valley Improvement Club (1912-1920), becoming 
the Minden Commercial Club (1920-1932), and finally the Town of Minden (1932-present), 
these entities acted as the local governing body and liason to the Douglas County Commis­ 
sioners for the citizens of Minden. Items such as the administration of the municipal 
water company, the development of the fire department, and the management of street 
improvements, all were tasks handled by the succession of organizations.

Currently, the regular meetings of the Minden Town Board are held in the C.V.I.C. Hall 
as well as a myriad of community activities ranging from meetings of the Retired Seniors 
Volunteer Program (R.S.V.P.), to the local chapters of the 4-H and Girl Scouts. 
Commencement ceremonies for the local schools are also held there.

The simplified exterior design is typical of Minden commercial and public buildings. 
Function al, with sparse detailing, these buildings reflect a lifestyle that eschewed 
pretentious display. The use of texture for visual diversity is seen in much of the 
architecture in Minden. The C.V.I.C. Hall, as a rare intact example of this type of 
structure in the state and is worthy of consideration as a Register property.
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